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He is a lot of bull.
This big fellow is the
sire and guardian of
the Van Byars’ herd.
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6 – Where The Buffalo Roam 
Atop Brooken Mountain, overlooking Lake Eufaula, 

a small herd of buffalo enjoys the pampering 

provided by Van Byars. Van enjoys the arrangement 

just as much as the buffalo, maybe more.

BY MIKE NICHOLS

16 – Convention Roundup
Oklahoma Farm Bureau held its 63rd annual 

convention in mid-November, blazing the trail for 

2005. Policy issues were addressed, new leaders were 

elected, awards were doled out and entertainer Jerry 

Reed performed in the last concert of his long career. 

Features6

Hidden number worth $300

One member family’s Oklahoma Farm
Bureau membership number is

hidden somewhere in this issue of
OKLAHOMA COUNTRY, and could earn
that member family $300 since the
number in the last several issues was
not found.

To claim the cash prize, the member
family must find its hidden membership
number and contact Mike Nichols before
the last day of the month Monday through

Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., at 405-523-2300.
The OFB membership number is

hidden somewhere in OKLAHOMA
COUNTRY. It must match the number on
the face of your OFB membership card for
you to claim the cash prize.

The membership number that
appears on your magazine’s mailing label
is not the hidden number, but must
match the hidden number for you to
claim the cash prize.
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s a New Year begins, we all are getting eager for spring to
arrive and transition out of winter.

We find ourselves having to fill our calendars for the
yearly events that will begin our year’s activities.

With the new priority issues that were directed by delegates at our
annual convention, we will initiate our historic legislative session –
historic in the fact that for the first time in over 40 years the House
of Representatives will be controlled by a different political party as
well as a new speaker. We also will be dealing with the first
legislature that has been impacted by term limits.

So, it is pretty evident that the landscape
will be somewhat different than in the past.

Nationally, we will have a congressional
delegation that has some changes as well. A
new senator and a new representative will
enable us to work with them as well as the
rest to try and implement an energy policy for
our country. This issue, as well as the possible
elimination of trade barriers that our
producers find in markets around the world,
will continue to keep us very busy.

The real question is not so much as what we have to do but how
willing you are to get involved to help achieve success. Every county
Farm Bureau offers the opportunity to get involved – as well the
possibilities available through our Women’s Committee and Young
Farmers and Ranchers Committee.

Our organization has a wonderful staff to work on issues for you,
but your work and personal contact is what really separates us and
our success from other organizations.

Many groups or organizations have people working for them at the
capitol, but few, if any, have the involved and committed membership
that truly works, spends time, and devotes countless hours meeting
with, writing to or calling elected leaders like you do. 

This is truly your grassroots organization and you represent the
reason we have been and will continue to be the force we are for
agriculture and rural Oklahoma. 004755850

There’s little doubt that issues both known and unknown will be
greeting us in the New Year. This isn’t something new! But, you can
be assured that your leaders and staff will be working hard to deal
with whatever arises and with your help and encouragement we will
achieve solutions and answers that we’ve become accustomed to.

If ever your staff or myself can be of assistance, don’t hesitate to
contact us!

BY STEVE KOUPLEN

President, 
Oklahoma Farm Bureau

Presidentially
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n May 1946 when the first auto
policies were sold by Oklahoma Farm
Bureau Mutual Casualty Company,

the agency force was primarily made up of
part time agents whose primary jobs were
farming, ranching or in such agribusiness as
implement dealers or feed store operators.

They were working part time to both
supplement their own income and to
support the fledgling company as it got its
roots. In those days premiums, like other
goods and services, were a fraction of what
they are today.

The legacy of those first agents and Farm
Bureau leaders was one of faith, honesty
and ignorance. They had no experience or
knowledge of the insurance business. They
worked hard and if it were not for them our

when the Company invested in Western
Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company.

Additional financial products were added
over the years including fixed annuities,
variable annuities, variable life insurance
and mutual funds. Along the way health and
long term care were added along with
banking services from Farm Bureau Bank.

As a result, the agency force has evolved
to be a group of very educated, highly
trained, professional men and women who
are experts in a wide array of financial
products that go well beyond the first auto
insurance polices sold in the ’40s.

Last year’s top all around agent – Sam
Barrick of Love County – epitomizes the
21st Century Farm Bureau agent. Like the
agents of 1946, Sam is involved in
agriculture, running stocker cattle and
maintaining membership in his county
Cattlemen’s Association.

Also like his predecessors, Sam is active
in his local community serving on the board
of directors of the local Chamber of
Commerce as well as having served on his
county’s search and rescue team and he’s an
active member of the Lion’s Club.

Like most of today’s agency force, Sam is
a college graduate with a bachelor’s degree
from Southeastern Oklahoma State
University.

The top new agent of 2003 is also typical
of today’s newer agents. Mark Wolf started
work already licensed to sell financial
securities along with property and casualty
insurance and life insurance products.

Like many of today’s agents, Mark serves
on his church council and also coaches his
kids. Mark works out of the Mustang
satellite office of Canadian County Farm
Bureau.

Although today’s agency force may not be
your father’s agency force, it certainly is one
that your father would be proud of.

I

InsuranceMatters
BY DARRYL SINCLAIR

General Manager,
Oklahoma Farm Bureau
Mutual Insurance
Company

company would not be the company that it
is today with written premium sales
expected to exceed $260 million in 2004.

Over the years much has changed yet
much has remained the same.

We still operate to some degree on faith
and honesty and have the same
commitment to the Farm Bureau member.

What has changed has been a continuous
growth in the number and complexity of
financial products sold and serviced by our
agents.

In the 1950s, life products were added to
the portfolio of auto and property insurance
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It’s not your father’s agency force

Canadian County Farm Bureau Agent Mark Wolf –
OFBMIC’s Top New Agent for 2003 – reviews some
forms with Crystal Tapley, a secretary in the county
satellite office in Mustang.
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Insurance. Annuities. Mutual Funds.

Farm Bureau for life . . .

Here’s to a good life.

The giant sequoia grows for more than 2,000 years.

Unfor tunately, we can’t say the same.

Sequoia
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Journal

7.375"X9.75"

Mutual funds are subject to market risk and possible loss of principal. This and other important information is contained in the prospectus, which
can be obtained from a registered representative and should be read carefully before you invest or pay money. Investors should consider the
investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing.
Securities & services offered through EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC,+ 5400 University Avenue, West Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC.
Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+/West Des Moines, IA +Affiliated   © 2005 FBL Financial Group, Inc. 868
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Insurance, is proud of his Chickasaw ancestry and appreciates the link
between Native Americans and the buffalo.

“Gen. George Crook said ‘Eliminate the buffalo and you eliminate
the Indian.’ It almost worked,” said Van. “The buffalo provided
everything the American Indian needed.

“Guess what? Today the tribes are strong and the buffalo are
returning and the Indian has learned to live in the white man’s world.”

Atop Brooken Mountain, overlooking Lake Eufaula, a small herd of buffalo enjoys the pampering
provided by Van Byars. Van enjoys the arrangement just as much as the buffalo, maybe more.
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Where theBuffaloRoam

Buffalo line up at the feed trough for their daily ration
of cubes. Providing plenty of food to the herd keeps the
animals content on their 90-acre home atop Brooken
Mountain, which overlooks Lake Eufaula.

“Oh, give me a home where the buffalo roam. . .”
Haskell County Farm Bureau Agent Van Byars has a home atop

Brooken Mountain where the buffalo roam – confined by only five-wire
fences that could be found on any cattle ranch.

And, to again parrot lyrics from “Home on the Range,” as far as his
small herd is concerned “the skies are not cloudy all day.”

Van, a veteran of nearly a quarter century with Farm Bureau

By Mike Nichols




