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08 – One corn stalk at a time   
  By Samantha Smith     
  A family in western Oklahoma turned their 
  conventional farming practice into one of the 
  most successful agritourism sites in the state. 
  They continue to count their blessings the same 
  way they built their corn maze. 
   
14 – Bringing agriculture to the classroom  

  By Samantha Smith 
  Agricultural literacy is a top priority for a 
  teacher in suburban Tulsa. She is using Ag in the 
  Classroom curriculum to teach her students 
  where their food and fiber come from. 

20 – OKAgFund prepares for election
  By Karolyn Bolay 
  The OKAgFund is preparing for the November 
  election by identifying, supporting and endorsing 
  certain candidates who demonstrate beliefs and 
  actions consistent with OKFB policies.

Hidden number worth $50!
ne member family’s Oklahoma Farm Bureau membership number is 
hidden somewhere in this issue of OKLAHOMA COUNTRY and could 

earn that member family $50.
 To claim the cash prize, the member family must find its own hidden 
membership number and contact Samantha Smith before the last day of the 
month, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at (405)523-2346.
 The OKFB membership number hidden somewhere in OKLAHOMA 
COUNTRY must match the number on the face of your individual OKFB 
membership card for you to claim the cash prize. The membership number 
that appears on your magazine’s mailing label is not the hidden number, but 
also must match the hidden number for you to claim the cash prize.

Cover Image
Sydnee Sullivan jumps on 
the bounce pillow, one of 
the many activities offered 
for kids at P Bar Farms, a 
popular agritourism site in 
Caddo County.
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s I sit down to write this column in 
southwest Oklahoma, a light rain and 
cooler temperatures signal the first 

hint that fall is in the air. Fall means the 
true grassroots of Oklahoma Farm Bureau — 
the resolutions process — is kicking into gear. 
 As I accompanied your staff at Oklahoma 
Farm Bureau to the August Area Meetings 
across each district in the state, the initial 
part of the resolutions process was alive and 
well. All of us in Oklahoma Farm Bureau are 
interested in the upcoming state resolutions 
committee meeting to be held in late October. 
If your county is up in the resolutions cycle, 
make sure you have a representative assigned 
to be in Oklahoma City Oct. 21-22, 2014, for 
the state resolutions meeting. As you all know, 
that is the time when resolutions bubble to 
the top and are acted on by the committee 
before being presented to the voting member 
body as a whole at our state convention.
 This policy development process is critical 
to Oklahoma Farm Bureau and its members 
as your needs and concerns become black and 
white in your policy book for the coming year. 
The policies you adopt become the marching 
orders of Oklahoma Farm Bureau in policy 
discussions at the state and national level.
 August Area Meetings give your staff and 
myself a unique opportunity to see the state 
through the eyes of 77 counties. The area 
meetings brought record attendance in nearly 
every district with valuable discussion among 
members and staff. Those discussions at the 
district level many times plant the seed for 
proposed resolutions. 
 As you can imagine, there are some 
common themes brought up at each meeting: 
private property rights and your ability as an 
owner — in legal terms — to “enjoy that 

Tom Buchanan

President 
Oklahoma Farm Bureau & Affiliated Companies

Grassroots policy-making remains the 
lifeblood of Oklahoma Farm Bureau

Speaking

bundle of sticks,” taxation, mineral 
development, rural communities, Oklahoma’s 
water, Waters of the United States and other 
proposed rulings from the Environmental 
Protection Agency. However, several districts 
brought forth discussion on topics outside 
those listed here. For a full recap of the 
August Area Meetings, turn to page 28.
 Being able to attend all the August Area 
Meetings, the wisdom and the process our 
Farm Bureau forefathers put in place for 
policy development became apparent to me. 
They knew to put into place procedures that 
ensure Oklahoma Farm Bureau policy is 
representative of the majority of voting 
members. It is our responsibility as members 
to be active in the process to ensure the 
grassroots of Oklahoma Farm Bureau endure 
into the future. 

2 • Oklahoma Country • Fall 2014

Presidentially

To all county Farm Bureaus of the Oklahoma 
Farm Bureau: You are hereby notified that 

Oklahoma Farm Bureau will convene in annual 
session Friday, Nov. 14, 2014, at 1:30 p.m. at 
the Renaissance Hotel and Conference Center 

in Tulsa. This is the annual meeting of the 
delegate body. See that your delegates are 

properly certified and in attendance to 
represent your membership. This meeting will 

continue until all business is transacted.
— Board of Directors

NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
MEETINGS

Oklahoma Farm Bureau

“It is our responsibility 
as members to 
be active in the 

process to ensure 
the grassroots of 
Oklahoma Farm 

Bureau endure into 
the future.”

— Tom Buchanan

To all Oklahoma Farm Bureau members: You 
are hereby notified that Oklahoma Farm Bureau 
will convene for its annual meeting business/
delegate session on Nov. 15, 2014, to discuss 
and vote upon a proposed Bylaw amendment 
to address the following resolution passed on 

the floor at the November 2013 Annual 
Meeting: “The OKFB Leadership Team — 

formerly OFB Women’s Committee — should 
change their name to coincide with the AFBF 
Women’s Leadership Committee to the OKFB 

Women’s Leadership Committee.”
— Board of Directors

Notice is hereby given of the annual meeting of 
the Policyholders of Oklahoma Farm Bureau 
Mutual Insurance Company to be held at the 
Renaissance Hotel and Conference Center in 

Tulsa on Saturday, Nov. 16, 2014, at 8:45 a.m. 
at which time a report of the activities of our 
company during the past fiscal year will be 

submitted together with a report of the 
financial position of the company; and at which 
time any and all other activities of the company 

may be presented and considered.
— Board of Directors

Oklahoma Farm Bureau
Mutual Insurance Co.
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New Digital Advertising Campaign Off  
to a Strong Start 
Millennials initiate more than 
5 million online food-related 
searches each day. What a 
tremendous opportunity for the 
beef  checkoff ’s consumer digital 
advertising campaign. And just 
12 weeks into the new campaign, 
the results are impressive indeed!

The “Beef. Its What’s For Dinner.” website reached more than 1 
million consumers during the first 12 weeks of  the campaign; the five 
“no-recipe recipe” YouTube videos on the site were viewed 1.5 million 
times; and associated social-media sites hosted a total of  434,000 
engagements (likes, comments, shares, re-tweets, and click-thrus to 
checkoff  resources such as recipes).  Oklahoma Beef  Council dollars 
further amplified the impact driving more than 43,000 consumers to 
the “Beef. It’s What’s for Dinner” website and creating 10,000 new 
facebook fans in two months.   

AG in the Classroom Tour Changes the 
Grade 
The Oklahoma Beef  Council (OBC) was 
a major underwriting sponsor of  the Ag 
in the Classroom teacher’s tours attended 
by more than 100 teachers.  The tours, 
of  which there were three, including one, 
three-day tour and two, one-day tours, 
stopped at ranches, livestock markets 
and a feedyard providing teachers with an up close and personal look 
at agriculture while connecting them with the lessons and resources 
aligned to the state standards. These tours are an excellent avenue for 
increased agriculture literacy within the educational community.  

To assess the impact of  the tour, a pre-and post-tour survey is 
completed to evaluate the impact of  the program.   For instance, 
pre-tour, 45% of  teachers gave farmers and ranchers a C or D for the 
use of  science-based production practices. Post-tour, 91% of  teachers 
gave a grade of  A and 9% a score of  B.  When asked pre-tour what 
grade they would give farmers and ranchers for cattle care, 30% of  
teachers gave a grade of  C or D.  Post-tour, 95% of  teachers gave 
farmers and ranchers a score of  A.  

As a reminder, Oklahoma Ag in the Classroom is a program of  the 
Oklahoma Department of  Agriculture, Food and Forestry, Oklahoma 
State Department of  Education and the Oklahoma Cooperative 
Extension Service.  The purpose of  Oklahoma Ag in the Classroom 
is to help familiarize Oklahoma school children with Oklahoma’s food 
and fiber industry by providing resources for Oklahoma teachers.

Beef, Saturated Fats and Heart Health

A new research study, funded by the Beef  Checkoff  and the National 
Institutes of  Health-supported Penn State General Clinical Research 
Center, published in the June 19, 2014 issue of  Journal of  Human 
Hypertension, shows that a heart-healthy diet that includes lean beef  
can reduce risk factors for heart disease.

Myth:  Saturated fat is bad for you.

Conventional Wisdom:  Many researchers have now begun to 
reevaluate the role of  saturated fats in heart disease. A review 
of  more than 70 clinical studies raised questions about current 
guidelines related to fat intake, which generally restrict the 
consumption of  saturated fats and encourage consumption of  
polyunsaturated fats to prevent heart disease.4

Furthermore, many people may be surprised to know that beef  
contributes 10 percent or less of  saturated fat and total fat to the 
American diet.2 And, about half  the fatty acids found in beef  are 
monounsaturated fatty acids3, the same kind found in olive oil and 
avocados. The recently published study in theJournal of  Human 
Hypertension conducted at Penn State also shows that a dietary 
pattern rich in fruits, vegetables and low-fat dairy, that includes lean 
beef, even daily, can reduce risk factors for heart disease, including 
elevated cholesterol and blood pressure.1

In a press release issued by Penn State, lead researcher Penny M. 
Kris-Etherton noted that “this research adds to the significant 
evidence, including work previously done in our lab, that supports 
lean beef ’s role in a heart-healthy diet. This study shows that 
nutrient-rich lean beef  can be included as part of  a heart-healthy 
diet that reduces blood pressure, which can help lower the risk for 
cardiovascular disease.”

OKLAHOMA BEEF COUNCIL • 3140 W Britton Rd Ste B Oklahoma City, OK 73120 • (405) 840-3777 • OklaBeef.org

Farmers and Ranchers- Don’t forget to sign up for the Oklahoma 
Beef  Checkoff  Update, a monthly e-newsletter providing the latest in 

checkoff  information and news at  
www.oklabeef.org/e-newsletter.aspx
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  he seasons are changing and fall is 
certainly a time of year many of us at 

Oklahoma Farm Bureau look forward to as 
we prepare for our annual meeting. With a 

new location at the Renaissance Hotel and 
Conference Center in Tulsa, we are looking 
forward to an exciting weekend full of 
education, fun and fellowship with members 
from across the state.
 This year’s theme is “Farming our Future,” 
and I believe it is a solid indicator of what we at 
OKFB are striving to do. With deep roots planted 
in the history of Oklahoma agriculture, we will 
continue to advocate for our state’s farmers and 
ranchers and protect the rural way of life. There 
is no doubt our organization has made 
significant strides in the past year, and I know 
our annual meeting will reflect that success.
 The 2014 Oklahoma legislative session was a 
remarkable triumph for Oklahoma Farm Bureau 
members. This session proved to be a reminder 
that while passing good agricultural policy is a 
cornerstone of our organization, defending 
agriculture and rural Oklahoma from bad policy 
is of utmost importance. The defeat of HJR 1092 
was just one example of that. This bill was highly 
debated on both sides, and I am proud to say our 
members and staff stepped up to the plate to 
communicate with lawmakers about the 
negative impact this bill would have on 
agriculture and rural Oklahomans. Thank you 
again for your efforts!
 In addition to representing your interests at 
the state Capitol, we continue to look for ways to 
enhance your OKFB membership. With new 
member benefits ranging from discounts with 
Polaris and stackable bonus cash with GM, 
OKFB’s Membership and Organization Division 
is working to make your membership work for 
you. The creation of our commodities 
department has also allowed us to focus more 
clearly on issues important to our members 
involved in production agriculture. With a 
department dedicated solely to the future 
success of Oklahoma commodities, we are better 

able to serve our members who produce those 
valuable commodities across our state.
 While I’m bragging on our Membership and 
Organization Division, I want to take a moment 
to brag on you -— our members. Several 
counties across our great state have reached 
quota for this year. Therefore, the Oklahoma 
Farm Bureau quota show will be back for this 
year’s convention. Throughout the last five years, 
our organization has added to surplus and is 
achieving profitable growth — just one more 
indicator of a bright future for OKFB.
 As we move into the future, our means of 
communicating with our members is also 
changing. Our communications staff is working 
to keep you — our valued members — up to 
date in new and innovative ways. We hope you 
will continue to keep up with us on social media 
and listen to our weekly radio shows. In 
addition, Oklahoma Country will be getting a 
fresh, new look starting in January of 2015. We 
hope you take the time to watch, listen and read 
what we share with you.
 As you can see, we have a lot going on at 
OKFB, and one of the best ways to stay 
connected is to attend our annual meeting. This 
year’s program is full of informative, timely 
topics relevant to a wide range of ages and 
interests, and I think it is an event every 
member should experience. A preliminary 
schedule and list of weekend details are 
available beginning on page 22.
 I am grateful for the opportunity to have been 
out in the field with you throughout this last 
year and visit with you face-to-face about your 
issues and concerns. It’s been a great year at 
OKFB, and I am looking forward to building on 
the many successes we’ve experienced this year 
to make 2015 a year of even more progress! I 
encourage you to get involved in our grassroots 
process, and I look forward to seeing you in 
Tulsa in November.

A year of progress
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DID YOU KNOW
Beef Safety Research

Product Enhancement 
Research

Identifies potential risks to beef safety 
and develops solutions to maintain a 

safe beef supply for consumers

Advertising
Creates all domestic 
consumer advertising 
–radio, print, outdoor 
and digital – to reinforce 
how beef is part of their 
everyday life

Channel Marketing
Develops all promotions, training and 
other programs to help promote beef 
in restaurants and grocery stores

Discovers new ways to improve beef 
quality, consistency and value, including 

research focused on new cuts, taste, 
tenderness and carcass value 

Industry Information
Safeguards the image of the beef 
industry by responding to, and 
correcting, misinformation about beef 
and sharing the beef production story

Nutrition Research
Focuses on beef’s role in human 
nutrition as it relates to overall 
health and well-being

New Product Development
Works with industry leaders to 

develop new beef products, plus 
shares beef recipes and cooking tips 

*From the Cattlemen’s Beef Board budget

Public Relations
Proactively shares positive beef 

messages with consumers, 
health professionals and other 

food influencers

Foreign Marketing
Provides beef market development, 
promotion, research, consumer and 
industry information in more than 
100 countries worldwide

MyBeefCheckoff.com
#beef11:1

Funded by the Beef Checkoff.

EVERY DOLLAR INVESTED* RETURNS $11.20?$



and to control weeds. Do not place the mulch 
up against the trunk.  This will help prevent 
insects or disease from damaging the base of 
the tree.

For ornamental trees, do not prune the 
first year except to remove injured or 
diseased branches. Severe pruning of lower, 
young branches may cause sunscald. To 
prevent sunscald during the winter on thin-
barked trees, you may apply a trunk wrapping.  
Remove the wrapping before summer. Some 
insects may use the wrapping as cover while 
they damage the tree.

Staking young trees should only be done 
sparingly and for short term. Allow the tree 
some room to move so that the tree will 
establish strong roots and trunk strength. 
Using soft webbing will prevent damage to the 
thin bark. 

  fter planting the tree, don’t forget to 
 water it. If the tree does not receive 
 moisture in the winter, a good deep 

weekly soaking is important. Moisture 
should reach 8 to 12 inches deep and go out to 
the area where you think the root system has 
extended. After the first year, the root system 
that supports the tree’s needs extends well 
beyond the drip line of the tree and down to 
24 inches deep. 
 Maintain this watering method through the 
year for several years when natural moisture 
is not present. A slow, deep watering is always 
better than frequent, shallow watering.  By 
the second year, a tree should be fertilized 
with a balanced fertilizer at least each spring. 
Young trees require a quarter pound of actual 
nitrogen each year. Older trees require a 
pound of actual nitrogen each year.
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  f you are thinking about adding trees 
to your yard, fall is a great time to be 

planting. You may have a certain tree in 
mind, but do a little research about the 

tree and alternate choices before purchasing. 
There are a number of trees sold in 

Oklahoma that have few problems early in 
their life, but have numerous shortcomings as 
they grow older. Consider the soil and 
moisture needs of trees that interest you as 
well as cold and drought tolerance. 
Determine the mature size of the tree. Look 
to see if there are any power lines or other 
overhead obstacles to take into consideration.  
Read labels as you shop to make sure the 
plant can thrive in that location based on 
light needs and the soil type of your yard. 

Fast-growing trees are often selected 
because they provide quick shade and color. 
Keep in mind faster-growing trees have weak 
wood. As these trees mature, they will often 
have broken limbs from Oklahoma’s frequent 
high winds and ice storms. Moderate- and 
slow-growing trees will have stronger wood. 

Another consideration is the purpose for 
the tree. Is the tree primarily for shade or 
color? Color could be in the form of spring 
blooms, attractive summer foliage or fall 
color. Planting a tree in the fall will give you a 
good idea of the color of the fall foliage. Keep 
in mind that moisture, temperature and 
overall health of the tree will play a big part 
in the fall leaf color.

Do you want a tree that has seeds? Trees 
may have small seeds that are not a problem, 
or they may be prolific seed producers that 
will make new seedlings across the yard, or 
they may have large seed pods that must be 
cleaned up every year. Some tree species 
have separate male and female plants. You 

Fall planting of ornamental trees

can choose the male, non-fruiting plant to 
eliminate the presence of seeds while 
maintaining the other attributes of the tree.

Bare-root and broadleaf evergreens, like 
Southern magnolia, are best planted in late 
winter or early spring, while trees in 
containers or balled and burlapped plants are 
best planted in the fall. After purchasing any 
plant, water it when you get it home. With 
bare-root plants, open the bag as soon as you 
get home and keep the roots moist until it 
can be planted. If you must delay planting, dig 
a shallow trench and cover the roots with soil 
or straw until the permanent planting is 
completed. When handling the plant, take 
care not to damage it.

 reparing the planting area is very 
important for a successful 

       transplant. Many urban soils have 
been compacted during construction or may 

contain debris from building.  Loosen the soil 
in the hole and remove any debris. Dig the 
planting hole two to three times bigger than 
the root ball and no deeper than the root ball 
itself. For bare-root plants, you may want to 
make a mound in the center of the hole to 
rest the roots on. Crushed stone or rocks are 
not needed for drainage. As you backfill, be 
sure to place soil around the plant no higher 
than the soil line mark from the original 
planting. Press the soil around the roots, but 
do not stomp the soil. Water the planting and 
let it drain. Add any additional soil up to the 
planting line and water again. Do not pack 
the soil again. Fertilizers are not needed at 
the time of planting. In the first year, diluted 
fertilizer may be applied at mid-summer after 
growth is observed. Apply mulch around the 
tree or shrub to keep the soil from drying out 

GeorGe Driever

Extension Educator, Horticulture / 4-H Youth Development 
Pottawatomie County OSU Extension Center

GardeningCountry  Oklahoma State University, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, state and local 
governments cooperating. The Oklahoma 

Cooperative Extension Service offers its 
programs to all eligible persons regardless of 
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, 

disability, or status as a veteran and is an 
equal opportunity employer.
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Farming is a business of uncertainty, 
but here’s something you can count on.
Chevrolet presents this exclusive $500 private offer 1 toward the purchase or lease  
of an all-new Chevy Silverado — the 2014 North American Truck of the Year.  
From the family of the most dependable, longest-lasting  full-size pickups2 in America, 
rest assured your Silverado will keep you working without skipping a beat.

1 Offer available through 4/1/17. Available on qualified 2014 and 2015 Chevrolet vehicles. This offer is not available with some 
other offers. Only customers who have been active members of an eligible Farm Bureau for a minimum of 30 days will be 
eligible to receive a certificate. Customers can obtain certificates at www.fbverify.com/gm. Farm Bureau and the FB logo  
are registered service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation and are used herein under license by General Motors.  
2 Dependability based on longevity: 1987–April 2013 full-size pickup registrations.

T:7.375”
T:9.75”

GMQR4387000__178507A01.indd   1 9/9/14   3:35 PM
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one  
corn stalk 
a t  a  t i m e.

A family in western Oklahoma 
found success in agritourism and 
continues to count their blessings – 

Story by Samantha Smith Photos by Dustin Mielke
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In an iconic red barn off Route 66 lives a story of 
family, faith and farming. 
 P Bar Farms claimed its stake in 1907 between Hydro 
and Weatherford for $125, but the family practice is 

anything but conventional these days. What was once one of 
the oldest family farms in Oklahoma has developed into 
one of the most successful corn mazes in the state.
 Loren Liebscher began working as a hired hand for P Bar 
Farms in 1981, shortly before marrying the owner’s 
daughter Kim in 1982. After almost 20 years of 
conventional farming, Liebscher — frustrated with finances 
— found himself looking for a change.
 “We were farming about 2,500 acres of wheat in the late '90s,” 
he said. “We were a family farm that was completely without 
debt, but we were acquiring debt from losses from farming. 
 “I began to get frustrated with that, but when you’re married 
to the family farm, you don’t get to leave it,” he said, laughing.
 He began searching for new opportunities, asking God to 
help guide his decisions.
 “I began praying to God that if I’m going to be tied to  
the family farm, I want something to make it fun,” 
Liebscher said.
 And then the sign he had been praying for appeared. 
Thumbing through a magazine, he came across an article 
about a man who built a corn maze in Nashville, Tennessee. 
 “I immediately knew this was the answer to my prayers,” 
the farmer said. 
 In the early 2000s, most Oklahomans did not even know 
what a corn maze was, he said. He knew there could be a 
market for one in western Oklahoma.
 After attending the first annual corn maze convention in 
Salt Lake City, the Liebschers bought into a franchise called 
“The Maze” in their first year of business, but after four 
years of operation, they became an independent corn maze 
simply known as P Bar Farms.
 When they returned from the convention, they kept the 
land, downsized the equipment, and planted some corn.
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farm
”safe.

The
is a place where people

feel

“
Kim and Loren Liebscher welcome 
more than 10,000 tourists to their corn maze 
every year, offering a full array of fall 
festivities for visitors of all ages.

The corn maze at P Bar Farms 
features a different design every year. 
The Liebschers design and cut their maze 
themselves — a task that takes anywhere 
from six to 12 hours to complete.

P Bar Farms is a family-owned operation, and 
every family member has his or her own duties on 
the farm. Pat Payne, left, helps with field trips to 
the farm by making lunch for visiting students. 
Kim and Loren Liebscher, middle, are co-owners 
and operators, and Blaze Liebscher, right, serves 
as summertime help on the farm.



 The corn maze at P Bar Farms opened for business in 
September of 2001. Full of excitement about the endless 
opportunities ahead of them in agritourism, the Liebschers had 
high expectations for their first season.
 But when tragedy struck on Sept. 11, 2001, the family worried 
their business would not survive.
 “We were so worried we were going to have to shut down 
because people weren’t going to want to go anywhere or do 
anything,” Liebscher said. 
 Much to their surprise, the exact opposite was true. Their 
goal was to have 2,000 people make it out to see the farm, but 
they were astounded when four times that many stepped foot 
on their land.
 He credits that first year of success to visitors looking for 
something to make them feel good —something to make them 
feel safe again.
 “The farm is a place where people feel safe,” he said. “It 
brings back that nostalgic feeling for a lot of people. In the 
midst of our nation’s tragedy, 8,000 people saw fit to visit our 
farm. I think that says something about what it feels like to be 
out here.”
 The maze has continued to see success since its opening year, 
but that success has not come without preparation, Liebscher 
said. An enormous amount of planning goes into planting, 
designing and cutting the maze.
 The maze sees a different design every year. Former themes 
include celebrating the Oklahoma Centennial, welcoming 
Whole Foods to Oklahoma with a “Know Your Farmer, Know 
Your Food” maze, sporting the Oklahoma City Thunder logo 
and supporting the American Cancer Society.
 This year’s maze features the Oklahoma Tourism 
Department’s logo with the tagline, “Come see for yourself!”
 As a member of the Oklahoma Agritourism Association, 
Liebscher said the design for this year’s maze made perfect 
sense. They wanted to encourage tourism not only across 
Oklahoma but also agritourism on their farm. 
 For the first few years, P Bar Farms hired an outside source 
to design and cut their mazes. They would have the design sent 
to them in boxes, much like a cross-stitch pattern, and they 
would follow the directions — row by row — to cut them out. 
 “That would take us about five days to cut them out that 
way,” he said. “It was a very long process, especially when your 
corn just gets taller every day.”
 In 2004, they hired someone to design and cut the maze 
using one of the only GPS software units available at the time. 
After that year, the business decided to purchase their own 
software to design and cut the maze themselves.
 “A normal maze now takes about six to eight hours to cut 
out,” he said. “This year’s was a little more difficult; it took 
about 12 hours.”
 The corn goes into the ground around June 25 each year, and 
the cutting begins about 30 days later. 
 “That puts the corn at about 18 inches, and by about that 
time we have our Roundup put down and our weeds are all 
under control,” the farmer said. 
 By mid-September, the maze is ready for visitors. P Bar 
Farms welcomes guests onto their farm every Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday from Sept. 13 to Nov. 8 this year. 

Oklahoma Country • Fall 2014 • 11
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 With three and a half miles of trail and 80 to 90 decision 
points, the maze takes anywhere from one to two hours  
to complete.
 “We haven’t lost anybody yet,” Liebscher said, laughing, “but 
we do have a shorter maze that only takes about 15 minutes to 
get through for those who want more time to enjoy other 
activities on the farm.”
 From elementary school groups to families, more than 10,000 
people take part in the experience at P Bar Farms each year.
 Currently in its fourteenth year of business, the farm has 
continued to develop its agritourism site over the years. What 
started out as a barn and a corn maze has evolved into a full 
array of fall festivities.
 Along with the maze, the farm also has a pumpkin patch, a 
petting zoo, laser tag, a unique train ride, a bounce pillow, a 
playground with an antique slide collection, karaoke and 
miniature golf. 
 In the month of October, the corn maze and laser tag barn 
become haunted after dark.

 “We just keep seeing that we need ‘one more thing,’ so we 
add it in,” Liebscher said. “It just keeps growing.”
 In 2010, the agritourism site adopted the Stone Stack Mill, a 
fully functioning flour mill used to teach visitors about where 
their food comes from. The Liebschers use their 50 acres of 
cropland to produce blue corn meal, yellow corn meal and 100 
percent whole-wheat flour to sell in several grocery stores 
across the state.
 The flour mill, he said, is just another example of God 
blessing their operation, and the name reflects that.
 “The Stone Stack Mill is representative of the Israelites 
crossing into the Promise Land,” he said. “When they crossed 
over, God told them to get their stones and stack them up to 
remember their blessings. That’s how we named our flour mill: 
because of the blessings bestowed upon us.”
 The operation at P Bar Farms is a family affair. Loren and 
Kim, co-owners and operators, run the day-to-day operation, 
while their children assist in many different ways.
 “Everybody is involved and has some part in it,” he said. 

Dade Wilkerson feeds an alpaca 
in the petting zoo during his visit to  
the farm. 

With three and a half miles 
of trail and 80 to 90 decision points, 
the maze at P Bar Farms takes 
anywhere from one to two hours to 
complete.
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 The Liebschers’ older daughter, Kelsey, serves as a day-to-day 
planner for the business while her husband completes all the 
graphic design work from maze design to marketing.
 Their younger daughter, Lindsey, is the marketing team 
leader at Whole Foods in Oklahoma City.
 “She sees our flour on their shelves every day and lets us know 
what we need to do to market our product,” the father said. 
 The Liebschers’ son, Blaze, serves as summertime help on the 
farm. From mowing the grass to dressing up as a spook for the 
haunted maze, he’s always around and willing to help when 
they need him, Liebscher said.
 While he said he never saw himself running a corn maze, he 
knows the operation was all a part of God’s plan for him and 
his family.
 “The cool thing for me is that it’s my testimony and I get to 
share it time after time in the fall,” the farmer said. “I always 
give credit to God because it was that prayer that got us where 
we are. Teaching others about agriculture is a passion of mine, 
and I think God’s blessings are the reason I have a passion for it. 
No, I never saw myself doing this, but I enjoy it very, very much.”

The Stone Stack Mill was added to the 
farm in 2010, and now the farm sells its 
blue corn meal, yellow corn meal and whole-
wheat flour in numerous grocery stores 
across the state. 
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A Tulsa County teacher plants 
her country roots in her 
urban classroom through 

Ag in the Classroom 
curriculum.

Charity Guinn, first grade teacher at McAuliffe Elementary School in Broken Arrow uses Ag in the 
Classroom to teach her urban students where their food and fiber comes from.
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Story by Samantha Smith

or most first graders, school is all about learning to read and mastering the art 
of addition and subtraction. Students begin to crack the code of letters and 
numbers, all while waiting for the most important part of the day: recess.

 First graders begin the process of moving from a world of play to a world of 
concepts. Teachers must find creative ways to guide students through this process, 
providing structured curriculum while also having fun.
 In Mrs. Guinn’s classroom, students are doing just that; but her curriculum is quite 
different from most teachers.
 Charity Guinn, a first grade teacher at McAuliffe Elementary School in Broken 
Arrow has made it her goal to teach her students about the world around them, but 
traditional social studies lessons are not in her lesson plans. Guinn is using agricultural 
lessons to teach her urban students the importance of food production and community 
roles.

Guinn's students make "Bagel Smiles," a hands-on lesson offered through the 
Ag in the Classroom curriculum.

Photos by Dustin Mielke
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Ag in the Classroom 
inspires environmental 

stewardship by providing 
lessons that connect our 
students to the world 
that surrounds them.

First Grade Teacher

Broken Arrow, Oklahoma

Guinn reads books about food and 
nutrition to her students.

— charity guinn

 “Connecting the real world to the classroom is the best way that children learn,” 
Guinn said. “If you can take things that are happening in the world around them and 
make it real to them, it sticks with them longer.”
 Her focus on agricultural literacy stems from teaching lessons about the process 
food undergoes as it travels from farm to table.
 “My main focus is to teach children where food and fiber comes from,” she said. “I 
want them to know the process it goes through before it gets to a grocery store and 
then to our table.”
 Guinn, a native of Chickasha, grew up learning the basics of agricultural production 
alongside her parents in their 2-acre garden.
 “We raised all of our own food if we could,” the urban Tulsa area teacher said. “One 
of my fondest memories is picking tomatoes off the vine and biting into them 
knowing I was the one who planted them.”
 Growing up in agriculture, she said, taught her many life lessons. The gratification 
she received from growing her family’s fruits and vegetables made the hard work 
worth it.
 “Looking back on it now, my parents taught us a lot about life in that garden,” 
Guinn said with a reminiscent smile. “It’s important that they involved us because we 
had to work hard. We planted the seeds. We watered them with hoses. We had to pull 
the weeds up by hand, but when we finally got to eat all the fresh fruits and vegetables 
we had grown throughout the spring and summer, it was so rewarding.”
 That feeling of satisfaction is something Guinn aims to give to her students with 
every lesson she teaches. The majority of her students do not understand the hard 
work it takes for a farmer to get food from the field to a consumer’s table, she said.
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Asia Spriggs,
McAuliffe Elementary First Grader

The Tulsa County teacher uses her rural 
background to teach urban students about food.

 “Because this is such an urban area, most of my students have never even seen a 
farm,” she said. “I think we live in such a fast-paced world that kids don’t understand 
that sometimes there is a process you have to go through to get what you want. 
There’s hard work involved. There are some things you just can’t rush.”
 Agriculture is a great way to teach those lessons. Guinn said she hopes the lessons 
she teaches in the classroom will make her students appreciate the roles everyone plays 
in a community, especially farmers.
 “We are very fortunate that we still have farmers who are willing to put in the time 
and effort that it takes to feed our nation,” she said. “It’s not easy, and it’s not 
something that’s immediate. It takes time and my students need to know that.”
 Guinn pulls her agricultural lessons from Ag in the Classroom, a program provided 
through a cooperative effort among the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food 
and Forestry, the Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service and the Oklahoma 
Department of Education. The Ag in the Classroom website provides more than 300 
lessons pertaining to agricultural literacy for teachers, grades pre-kindergarten through 
sixth, across the state to use in their classrooms.
 “Our primary goal is to go into classrooms across the state and provide teachers 
with a really neat way of teaching agricultural literacy across the core curriculum,” said 
Cheri Long, Ag in the Classroom state coordinator.
 Every Ag in the Classroom lesson is aligned with state education standards, 
providing a free, interactive way for teachers to bring agriculture into their classrooms.
 “It’s a well-rounded set of resources for teachers to use,” Long said. “Everything we 
do is hands-on, and that’s what teachers love about Ag in the Classroom.”
 The popular “Ag in a Bag” lessons show students how easy it is to create culinary 

Sir Thomas Lucas,
McAuliffe Elementary First Grader
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masterpieces with a just a few ingredients. Pumpkin Pie in a Bag, Ice Cream in a Bag 
and Bread in a Bag are all lessons Guinn incorporates into her yearly lesson plans. 
She also enjoys making Bagel Smiles and Oklahoma Stone Soup with her students, 
all while pointing out the process the food took from farm to plate and sharing 
nutrition facts.
 She said the hands-on cooking activities allow her students to be engaged in the 
process of learning. 
 Whether it is measuring, pouring or mixing ingredients, every student gets the 
chance to see the action first-hand.
 “They’re seeing a chemical reaction right in front of their eyes,” she said. “It’s my 
favorite time when we get to do an Ag in the Classroom activity because everyone is 
involved and they’re all learning and engaged, which is exactly what any teacher 
would want.”
 Later this school year, Guinn plans to take her lessons outside the classroom. 
McAuliffe Elementary School is partnering with Global Gardens to build a vegetable 
garden right outside the elementary school. Students will then have the opportunity to 
see first-hand the process of growing their own food, a lesson very near and dear to 
Guinn’s heart.
 “Now, instead of watching a video in a classroom, my students are going to be in the 
garden watching the process themselves,” the teacher said. “I hope they learn the 
importance of life and that even the smallest seed has life. I want them to work hard 
for something and feel the pleasure of getting a reward from that. I hope they get that 
same satisfaction of producing their own food that I did when I was their age.”
 Guinn said she hopes teaching children these lessons will pave the way for a greater 
understanding of the world around them, making them better consumers and 
members of their community in the future.
 “When children make a connection to their environment, they have a reason to care 
about the forces that impact the future of their environment,” she said. “Ag in the 
Classroom inspires environmental stewardship by providing lessons that connect our 
students to the world that surrounds them.”

For more 
information, visit 

www.agclassroom.org/ok.

Estefany Flores,
McAuliffe Elementary First Grader

Ag in the Classroom offers more than 300 hands-on lessons 
teaching agricultural literacy to elementary students.

bringing 
agriculture 
to the 
classroom
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The lifeblood of America.

FB02-OK (7-14) 

They’re the humble heroes who rise before dawn and battle 

the elements. They put clothes on our backs and food on 

our tables. Their genuine values and tireless work ethic are 

an inspiration to us all. We appreciate all that America’s 

farmers do and invite you to join us in saying thanks at 

www.fbfs.com/SayThanksToAFarmer.

OK-Tribute(7-14).indd   1 7/11/14   1:39 PM
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         s the Oklahoma general election approaches on Nov. 4, the 
          OKAgFund has endorsed and supported many candidates 
            during the campaign season. The OKAgFund has 
announced the endorsement of 24 candidates in the race for 
governor and state Senate and House races. 
 The OKAgFund, OKFB’s political action committee, is made 
up of OKFB members from across the state who identify 
candidates who demonstrate beliefs and actions that are consistent 
with OKFB policies, regardless of their political affiliation. 
 “The OKAgFund is great way for us to recognize and show 
support to the election campaigns of agriculture-friendly 
candidates,” said John Collison, OKFB vice president of public 
policy and media relations. “It is essential to all rural Oklahomans, 
not just OKFB members, that our legislators understand the 
importance of agriculture and the issues affecting it.”
 The OKAgFund has also supported several campaigns during 
this election year. The OKAgFund has given support to 77 
candidates. Listed in this article are candidates in remaining 
elections who have received support or an endorsement from the 
OKAgFund.
 “We ask that our members please take this list of OKAgFund-
supported candidates with them to the polls on Nov. 4,” said 
Collison. “We hope this list will be used as a resource on Election 
Day to help OKFB members make their decisions while casting 
their vote.”
 Oklahoma governor candidate Gov. Mary Fallin received an 
endorsement from the OKAgFund. 

 Other candidates receiving support from the OKAgFund 
include Lt. Gov. Todd Lamb for Lieutenant Governor and John 
Cox for Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
 Oklahoma Senate candidates supported by the OKAgFund 
include Josh Brecheen, Senate District 6; Darcy Jech, Senate 
District 26; Ervin Yen, Senate District 40; and Ralph Shortey, 
Senate District 44.
 Senate candidates receiving an OKAgFund endorsement include 
Mark Allen, Senate District 4; Curtis McDaniel, Senate District 
5; Frank Simpson, Senate District 14; Kim David, Senate District 
18; and Jason Smalley, Senate District 28. 
 Oklahoma House candidates supported by the OKAgFund 
include Chuck Hoskin, House District 6; Bobby Cleveland, House 
District 20; Justin Wood, House District 26; Kevin Wallace, 
House District 32; Dennis Casey, House District 35; Aaron Stiles, 
House District 45; Tommy Hardin, House District 49; David 
Perryman, House District 56; Scooter Park, House District 65; 
Randy McDaniel, House District 83; Jason Nelson, House 
District 87; Mike Christian, House District 93; and Charlie 
Joyner, House District 95. 
 Oklahoma House candidates receiving an endorsement from the 
OKAgFund include James Lockhart, House District 3; Wade 
Rousselot, House District 12; George Faught, House District 14; 
Jerry Shoemake, House District 16; Tom Newell, House District 
28; James Leewright, House District 29; Sean Roberts, House 
District 36; Scott Martin, House District 46; Will Fourkiller, 
House District 86; and Elise Hall, House District 100.

OKAgFund prepares for November election
By Karolyn Bolay
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 Oklahoma Farm Bureau members from across the state will meet in 
Tulsa on Nov. 14–16 for the organization's 73rd annual meeting.
 This year's convention theme of "Farming our Future" focuses on the 
importance of member involvement and grassroots policy development 
for the state's largest general farm organization. The annual event 
serves as the premiere opportunity for Oklahoma farmers and ranchers 
to gather together and make their voices heard as they set organizational 
policy and give direction for the upcoming state legislative session.
 The meeting also includes presentations of numerous OKFB awards, 
the election of three district directors, a trade show, general sessions, 
breakout sessions and selection of delegates for the American Farm 
Bureau annual meeting in 2015.
 Among the various awards and honors given at convention, the quota 
show will return to OKFB's 2014 meeting. The quota show honors county 
Farm Bureaus that reach their membership quotas. 
 The tentative convention schedule and information is included on the 
following pages. For the latest convention information and schedule, 
please visit OKFB's website at okfarmbureau.org. 

 The Tulsa Renaissance Hotel 
and Conference Center will host 
the 2014 Oklahoma Farm Bureau 
Annual Meeting in Tulsa. For 
information, call the hotel at 
(918) 307-2600.
 The overflow hotel, which is 
now taking reservations, is the 
Marriot Courtyard. You can 
contact them at (918) 994-4500, 
or you can follow the link on 
OKFB's website to view the 
hotel’s website.
 For more information, contact 
Melisa Neal at (405) 523-2475.

Tulsa Renaissance to 
host OKFB convention

Oklahoma Farm Bureau convention 
to be held Nov. 14 – 16 in Tulsa
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PreviewConvention
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Convention Schedule

Friday, November 14
8 a.m. ........................................................................ Credentials Committee Breakfast
9 a.m.  .....................................................................................................Registration Opens
10 a.m. .............................................................................YF&R Discussion Meet Round 1
10 a.m. ............................................................ YF&R Excellence in Agriculture Judging
10 a.m. ..................................................................................................... Trade Show Opens
10:45 a.m. ...................................................................... YF&R Discussion Meet Round 2
11:15 a.m. ....................................................................... State Board Meeting/Luncheon
11:30 a.m............................................................ Women's Leadership Team Luncheon
11:30 a.m........................................................YF&R Discussion Meet Finals Luncheon
12 p.m. .....................................................................YF&R Discussion Meet Final Round
1:30 p.m. ..................................................................................................... Opening Session
3:30 p.m.  ............................................................................................... Breakout Sessions
4:15 p.m. .................................................................................. Breakout Sessions Repeat
5 p.m. ......................................................................................................OKAgFund Meeting
5 p.m. ........................................................................................... YF&R Dinner and Caucus
7 p.m. .......................................................................................................... Awards Program
8:30 p.m. .....................................................................................................Ice Cream Social

Sunday, November 16
7:30 a.m. .............................................................................County Presidents Breakfast
7:30 a.m. .....................................Women's Leadership Team Chairman's Breakfast
7:30 a.m. ...................................................................................... Breakfast of Champions
9:15 a.m. ..........................................................................Memorial and Worship Service

Schedule current as of press time. Updated schedules will be posted online 
at okfarmbureau.org. The final schedule will be distributed at convention.

Saturday, November 15
7:30 a.m. ............................................................................................... Flapjack Fundraiser
7:30 a.m. ................................................................... Credentials Committee Breakfast
7:30 a.m. .........................................................Financial Review Committee Breakfast
7:30 a.m. ...................................................................Resolutions Committee Breakfast
8 a.m. .....................................................................................................Registration Opens
8 a.m. ...................................................................................................... Trade Show Opens
8:45 a.m. ........................................................................OFBMIC Policyholders Meeting
9:30 a.m. ....................................................................................................  General Session
12 p.m. ...........................................................................Credentials Committee Meeting
12:30 p.m. ....................................Women's Leadership Team Gavel Club Luncheon
1:30 p.m. ...........................................................District Caucuses (Districts 1, 4 and 7)
2:15 p.m. ....................................................................................................... General Session
5:30 p.m............................................................................................. OKAgFund Reception
7 p.m. ................ Dinner and Entertainment Featuring Peterson Farm Brothers*

* Banquet tickets are $30 and can be purchased in the trade show area.
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 OKFB is pleased to welcome Attorney General Scott Pruitt to the 2014 
Annual Meeting as a keynote speaker. Pruitt will speak during the 
opening session of convention on Friday, Nov. 14, at 1:30 p.m.
 Scott Pruitt was elected the attorney general of Oklahoma in 
November 2010. As attorney general, he is dedicated to fighting 
corruption, safeguarding Oklahoma’s vulnerable citizens, championing 
public safety measures to reduce violent crime 
and protecting the interests of the State of 
Oklahoma and its citizens. Pruitt established 
Oklahoma’s first federalism unit in the Office of 
Solicitor General to combat unwarranted 
regulation and overreach by the federal 
government. He is a national leader in the cause 
to restore the proper balance of power between 
the states and federal government, having 
served two terms as president of the Republican 
Attorneys General Association. 
 Pruitt filed the first lawsuit challenging the 
implementation of the Affordable Care Act, is a 
leading advocate against the EPA’s activist agenda, and is leading a 
multistate lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of the Dodd-Frank 
financial law. The attorney general has also been recently involved in  
an inquiry into the fundraising efforts of the Humane Society of the 
United States.
 We look forward to hearing from Attorney General Scott Pruitt and 
hope you will join us at the 2014 opening session.

 The Peterson Farm Brothers, young agriculture enthusiasts and expert 
parody song writers, will entertain Oklahoma Farm Bureau members at 
the 2014 Annual Meeting in Tulsa on Saturday, Nov. 15.
 Greg, Nathan and Kendal Peterson farm 
together with their parents near Assaria, 
Kansas, where they raise beef cattle and 
grow wheat, corn, alfalfa, milo and 
soybeans. The three brothers are 
passionate about promoting agriculture in 
creative ways. 
 The siblings wrote their first parody, 
“I’m Farming and I Grow It,” in June of 2012 
and became YouTube sensations shortly 
after. The three have continued to produce 
songs and videos to parodies including “All I Do is Farm,” “Farmer Style,” 
and several other songs sung to the beat of famous tunes. 
 The Peterson Farm Brothers will entertain members on Nov. 15 at 7 
p.m. after the annual OKFB banquet. Banquet tickets are $30 and will be 
available for purchase in the trade show area of the convention center. 

Attorney General Scott Pruitt 
to speak at OKFB convention

 The Oklahoma Farm Bureau 
Young Farmers and Ranchers 
are pleased to announce a new 
event will be added to the OKFB 
convention schedule. On 
Thursday, Nov. 13, at 10 a.m., 
YF&R will host the inaugural 
high school discussion meet for 
FFA and 4-H members 
throughout the state to take 
part in as an educational and 
résumé-building experience.
 The high school discussion 
meet is an activity designed to 
build crucial skills to aid in 
analyzing problems and 
deciding solutions to best meet 
one’s needs. By participating, 
students build basic discussion 
skills, develop a keen 
understanding of agricultural 
issues, and explore how groups 
can pool knowledge to reach 
consensus and solve problems.
 The contest will simulate a 
committee meeting where 
discussion and active 
participation are expected from 
each committee member. 
Contestants will discuss a pre-
selected topic for 20 minutes 
where they will be scored based 
on their attitude, problem 
solving and implementation 
ideas, delivery and topic 
analysis as well as their opening 
and closing statements.
 All contestants will compete 
in two “Round Robin” rounds of 
the contest. Four finalists will 
then compete in the final round 
to determine a winner. 
 The overall winner of the high 
school discussion meet will 
receive a MacBook Air laptop 
computer and $300 cash. The 
remaining three finalists will all 
receive an iPad Mini.
 For more information or to 
register for the contest, contact 
Holly Carroll at holly.carroll@
okfb.org or at (405) 523-2307.

YF&R to host  
high school 
discussion meet

Peterson Farm Brothers to 
perform Saturday night

24 • Oklahoma Country • Fall 2014



Oklahoma Country • Fall 2014 • 25

BECAUSE THANK YOU 
ISN’T THANKS ENOUGH.

You choose Farm Bureau because you never know where life will take you. 
To thank you, we’re proudly extending this special $500 private offer1 good 
toward the purchase or lease of nearly any new Chevrolet vehicle— from 
Equinox to Malibu. Don’t wait, get your personal authorization number 
now at fbverify.com/gm and visit your Chevrolet dealer today.

$500
ON TOP OF MOST CURRENT OFFERS1

PRESENTING A PRIVATE OFFER FOR 
FARM BUREAU MEMBERS

1 Offer available through 4/1/14. Available on all 2011, 2012 and 2013 Chevrolet vehicles (excluding Volt). 
This offer is not available with some other offers, including private offers (for example, Owner Loyalty). 
Only customers who have been active members of an eligible Farm Bureau for a minimum of 60 days will 
be eligible to receive a certificate. Customers can obtain certificates at www.fbverify.com/gm. Farm Bureau 
and the FB logo are registered service marks of the American Farm Bureau Federation and are used 
herein under license by General Motors.
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All AroundOklahoma

  he economic impact of the McClellan-
Kerr Arkansas River Navigation System 

was highlighted during an Aug. 28 press 
event at the Port of Catoosa. Hosted by 

Oklahoma Farm Bureau, the event featured 
presentations from U.S. Rep. Markwayne 
Mullin, R-2, Oklahoma Secretary of 
Agriculture Jim Reese and OKFB President 
Tom Buchanan.
 “This waterway system provides a direct 
benefit for Oklahoma’s agricultural industry,” 
Buchanan said.
 In 2013, 3.1 million tons of agricultural 
products were shipped on this navigation sys-
tem, including 1.4 million tons of wheat and 
close to a million tons of soybeans. Buchanan 
noted farmers in his area of Altus often truck 
their grain directly to the Port of Catoosa and 
haul back fertilizer.

River navigation system important for 
Oklahoma agriculture

OKFB President Tom Buchanan spoke at a press conference at the Port of Catoosa in Tulsa about the importance of 
the navigational waterway system to Oklahoma agriculture.

 “This provides a double benefit for our 
farmers, not just in southwest Oklahoma, but 
all across this state,” Buchanan said.
 Staying competitive in a global market was 
touted by Rep. Mullin.
 “If we are going to be competitive, then 
we’ve got to have this type of infrastructure 
to move our commodities to market,” the con-
gressman said.
 The river system’s efficiency was praised by 
Sec. Reese.
 “There’s not a railroad or highway any-
where that can move our product directly 
around the world,” Reese said.
 While noting the river system is definitely a 
navigable waterway, Rep. Mullin said the EPA 
proposal to redefine all waters of the United 
States as “navigable” is an example of federal 
overreach. He cited the example of a dry ditch 

that might hold water after a heavy rain, fall-
ing under the new EPA proposal.
 “The biggest threat to our farming commu-
nity is the federal government,” Mullin said. 
“If you think people in Washington, D.C., care 
more about our water than we do, then that’s 
a joke.”
 Mullin commended OKFB and the agricul-
tural community for speaking out against gov-
ernment regulations.
 “Farm Bureau has done a phenomenal job 
of exposing the EPA and the heavy handed 
regulators in Washington, D.C.,” Mullin said. 
“If it wasn’t for Farm Bureau willing to stand 
up and fight, then this would be a dif-
ferent world.”
 To view or listen to the event, visit 
Oklahoma Farm Bureau’s SoundCloud 
and YouTube pages.

U.S. Rep. Markwayne Mullin commended OKFB and the 
agricultural community for speaking out against 
government regulations.
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District 1
 • Water, ad valorem taxes, oil and gas booms in western 
   Oklahoma and wind energy

District 2
 • Water, education funding, right to farm, clean water act, wind 
   energy and wind turbines

District 3
 • Statewide water quality and quantity, county road conditions 
   and the Endangered Species Act

District 4
 • Water, EPA regulations and the farm bill

District 5
 • Water, mining issues and mineral property

District 6
 • Wind energy, food labeling and water

District 7
 • Water, energy and 2014 legislative races

District 8
 • Storm shelters, water and income tax

District 9
    • Wildlife management, eminent domain

August Area Meetings bring valuable policy discussion
   klahoma Farm Bureau thanks members for participating in 

the first step of the organization’s grassroots policy 
development process during the month of August. Active 

member engagement in policy development is what makes OKFB 
the leader in agricultural policy in our state. We appreciate your efforts 
and always enjoy the opportunity to visit with you.
 Each district came with record attendance, prepared with great 
ideas for discussion, and we look forward to seeing your resolutions.
 Below is a recap of main topics discussed at each district’s August 
Area Meeting.

District 1

District 2

District 3
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“We are the state’s leader in 
agricultural policy, and that 
is because people like you 
participate in the process.”

— John Collison
OKFB Vice President of Public Policy

District 4

District 5

District 6

District 7

District 8

District 9
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Six farm families nominated for state contest 
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   ix Oklahoma Farm Bureau families from across the state 
  have been nominated for the prestigious Farm Family of the 
Year award.

 The winner will be announced during the OKFB Annual Meeting 
in November and will receive a plaque and an expense-paid trip to the 
2015 American Farm Bureau Federation Annual Meeting in San Diego, 
California.

 The contest honors OKFB members who best represent farming and 
ranching and the spirit of Okahoma agriculture. Each family must 
display excellence in strong family involvement in all phases of farm 
management and production, innovation of farm operation and 
management, use of modern agricultural techniques and active 
leadership in Farm Bureau and their community.
 Nominated families are listed below in numercial order by district.

 Tyler and Naomi Mayer began their cow/calf operation in Texas 
County in 2008. They began their farming practice in Hardesty by 
leasing several parcels of native grass and a small amount of 
farmland and then began taking in yearling cattle on their wheat 
and grass pasture. The family said they measure their success by the 
love they have for each other, for the land and for the life that it 
provides them.
 Tyler is the Texas County Farm Bureau vice president and the 
couple served on the YF&R State Committee for four years.
 

 Tony and Kathy Morris of Nowata County began their own dairy in 
1987, but in 2005 they transitioned into running a cow/calf operation.  
The family says their main goal is to maximize pounds of beef per 
acre of land, and they strive to achieve that by feeding higher quality 
forages and better utilizing their resources.
 Tony has served on the Nowata County Farm Bureau board for 20 
years, spending the last eight as vice president. Kathy serves on the 
Nowata County Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership Team, and both 
have been voting delegates for the last 18 years.

 The Krehbiel family has a multi-generational farming operation in 
Hydro. Karen and her daughter Brittany, along with Karen’s mother- 
and father-in-law, run a diversified crop and livestock operation on 
their family farm. Karen’s husband, Jeff, also was an active member 
of the farm family until his death in 2011.
 The Krehbiels raise dorset sheep along with wheat, grain sorghum, 
peanuts, canola and alfalfa. Alongside production agriculture, the 
Krehbiels’ business ventures include selling and servicing center-
pivot hydraulic drive systems.

 Garvin County’s Raymond and Mary Temple have a cow/calf 
operation consisting of 750 mother cows and a stocker operation of 
1000-plus head of steers and heifers. The family says the most 
important innovation they have put in place is to never quit trying to 
improve what they have, and their primary goal is to leave the land 
better for the future than how they received it.
 The Temples’ OKFB involvement spans more than 50 years with 
Raymond serving on the Garvin County Farm Bureau board and 
Mary as the Garvin County Women’s Chair for more than 10 years.

 Cotton County’s Roger and Kayla Fisher have been running their 
farming operation in Randlett for more than 24 years. Their primary 
goal in their operation is beef production, but they also produce 
wheat, stocker cattle and run a cow/calf operation. They use 
minimum-till practices to reduce erosion on their land and increase 
productivity in their cattle to increase herd expectancy. 
 The Fishers have served in numerous capacities with OKFB, 
attending conferences and serving as county delegates. Roger 
currently serves as Cotton County Farm Bureau president.

 Gene VanCoervering began his farming operation in Coyle in 1973 
and it now consists of wheat, rye and nine pairs of breeding 
livestock. This Payne County farmer uses chemicals to control 
unwanted weeds and brush on his cropland and utilizes controlled 
burns for land management. His goal in his practice is to maximize 
profitability on his cropland and in his cow herd.
 Gene has been on the Payne County board for 23 years, serving as 
president for four years. He was the District 9 caucus chairman for 15 
years and served on the county resolutions committee for 30 years.

District 1 — The Mayer Family District 6 — The Morris Family

District 3 — The Krehbiel Family District 8 — The Temple Family

District 4 — The Fisher Family District 9 — The VanCoervering Family
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YF&R sponsors livestock judging at Oklahoma State Fair

The winning team for the Senior FFA Division was Cleveland FFA. Team members 
include Cody Branch, Tailor Fields, Austyn Fuss and Hannah Hardin. Also pictured are 
Monica Wilke, OKFB executive director, and Marty Williams, YF&R chairman.

The overall individual winner for the Junior 4-H Division was Cooper Shebester with 
Alex 4-H. Also pictured are Monica Wilke, OKFB executive director, and Marty Williams, 
YF&R chairman.

The winning team for the Junior 4-H Division was Alex 4-H. Team members include 
Kooper Boatwright, Carson Mainka, Cooper Shebester, and Nik Venable. Also pictured 
are Monica Wilke, OKFB executive director, and Marty Williams, YF&R chairman.

The overall individual winner for the Senior 4-H Division was Deekota Williams with 
Central High 4-H. Also pictured are Monica Wilke, OKFB executive director, and Marty 
Williams, YF&R chairman.

The winning team for the Senior 4-H Division was Central High 4-H. Team members 
include Conner Kern, Coy Kern, Deekota Williams and Lane Williams. Also pictured are 
Monica Wilke, OKFB executive director, and Marty Williams, YF&R chairman.

The overall individual winner for the Senior FFA Division was Brayden Foley with 
Kingfisher FFA. Also pictured are Monica Wilke, OKFB executive director, and Marty 
Williams, YF&R chairman.

The winning team for the Junior FFA Division was Minco FFA. Team members included Tanner Bute, Jentry Overton, Stetson Ratterman and Kiley Utsler. (Not pictured)
The overall individual winner for the Junior FFA Division was Jentry Overton with Minco FFA. (Not Pictured)
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OKFB to award 
outstanding YF&R 
members at annual 
meeting

he Oklahoma Farm Bureau Young 
Farmers and Ranchers committee plans 

to give several awards to deserving 
members at the 2014 Oklahoma Farm 

Bureau Annual Meeting.
 Awards and prizes are listed below. To 
apply, contact Holly Carroll at (405)523-2307 
or at holly.carroll@okfb.org.

YF&R Achievement
• Winner receives a John Deere Gator 
 and a trip to the AFBF Annual Convention
• Sponsored by J&L Soil and 
 P&K Equipment

YF&R Excellence in Agriculture
•  Winner receives a Polaris four-wheeler 
 and a trip to the AFBF Annual Convention
•  Sponsored by Farm Credit of Western 
 Oklahoma and Chisholm Trail 
 Farm Credit

YF&R Discussion Meet
• Winner receives an iPad Mini, a 
 $400 Visa gift card and a trip to the 
 AFBF Annual Convention

For a full schedule and list of awards to be 
given at the 2014 OKFB Annual Meeting, 
turn to page 22.

okfbyf&r
oklahomafarmbureau
youngfarmers&ranchers

YF&R sponsors county fair events

A Noble County high school student races back to her team by hopping in a bulk feed bag during the Noble 
County YF&R annual Farmhand Olympics Monday, Aug. 8. Eight teams of four area high school students 
competed against each other, completing five farm-related activities: racing in a bulk feed bag, corn husking, 
corn cob throwing, small bale stacking and rolling a large round bale.

The Payne County YF&R hosted the Payne County Bucket Calf Show Aug. 29 at the Payne County Fair. 
Participants have to complete an interview process about their calf along with showmanship.
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“Bushels for 
Books” still an 
option for fall 
harvest

 ushels for Books is an exciting new 
program offered by the Young 
Farmers and Ranchers in 

cooperation with the Oklahoma 
Farming and Ranching Foundation. As we 
kick off our back-to-school season, it brings us 
all back to the focus of getting agriculture 
into classrooms across the state of Oklahoma. 
 With every generation becoming further 
removed from the farm, it is imperative that 
we work together to make sure schools have 
accurate agricultural books in front of their 
students. By donating a few bushels of your 
harvest to this program, we are able to 
provide books to the students who will one 
day be our consumers. Help us today by 
donating bushels from your fall harvest 
through your local co-op or by sending your 
personal donation to the Oklahoma Farming 
and Ranching Foundation with “Bushels for 
Books” in the memo. 
 To donate, cut out the cards to the left and 
take them to your local co-op when you 
deliver your grain. Every donation is tax 
deductible and helps us reach our goal of 
more agriculture books in our schools.
 For more information, contact Holly Carroll 
at holly.carroll@okfb.org or at (405)523-2307.

Thank you for helping raise funds for the Oklahoma Farming & 
Ranching Foundation and the Oklahoma Farm Bureau Young 
Farmers & Ranchers to help place accurate agriculture books in 
Oklahoma schools.

Please present this card to the local co-op to designate how 
many bushel(s) you would like to donate.

Teachers and schools may apply to receive accurate agriculture 
books through the OKFB YF&R. Applications will be available 
August 2014 and will be sent to County Farm Bureau offices to 
encourage participation.

For any questions about the program, please contact Holly 
Carroll at (405) 523-2397.

1. Market Grain Immediately
2. Deposit into an account for: 

 Oklahoma Farming & Ranching Foundation 
 2501 N Stiles Ave, Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
 Tax ID: 45-2463257

3. Have producer fill out the form below. Please return the form when you send 
payment. We will send a tax receipt to the producer

Producer/Farm

Address

Phone

Number of bushels donated: Price / bushel:

Total donation value:
Thank you for your time and help 
with this important project!

Thank you for helping raise funds for the Oklahoma Farming & 
Ranching Foundation and the Oklahoma Farm Bureau Young 
Farmers & Ranchers to help place accurate agriculture books in 
Oklahoma schools.

Please present this card to the local co-op to designate how 
many bushel(s) you would like to donate.

Teachers and schools may apply to receive accurate agriculture 
books through the OKFB YF&R. Applications will be available 
August 2014 and will be sent to County Farm Bureau offices to 
encourage participation.

For any questions about the program, please contact Holly 
Carroll at (405) 523-2397.

1. Market Grain Immediately
2. Deposit into an account for: 

 Oklahoma Farming & Ranching Foundation 
 2501 N Stiles Ave, Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
 Tax ID: 45-2463257

3. Have producer fill out the form below. Please return the form when you send 
payment. We will send a tax receipt to the producer

Producer/Farm

Address

Phone

Number of bushels donated: Price / bushel:

Total donation value:
Thank you for your time and help 
with this important project!

Instructions for co-ops/marketers
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Ranching Foundation and the Oklahoma Farm Bureau Young 
Farmers & Ranchers to help place accurate agriculture books in 
Oklahoma schools.

Please present this card to the local co-op to designate how 
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Teachers and schools may apply to receive accurate agriculture 
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encourage participation.
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Carroll at (405) 523-2397.

1. Market Grain Immediately
2. Deposit into an account for: 

 Oklahoma Farming & Ranching Foundation 
 2501 N Stiles Ave, Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
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Phone
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Thank you for your time and help 
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For agricultural producers Instructions for co-ops/marketers
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For any questions about the program, please contact Holly 
Carroll at (405) 523-2397.

1. Market Grain Immediately
2. Deposit into an account for: 

 Oklahoma Farming & Ranching Foundation 
 2501 N Stiles Ave, Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
 Tax ID: 45-2463257

3. Have producer fill out the form below. Please return the form when you send 
payment. We will send a tax receipt to the producer

Producer/Farm

Address

Phone

Number of bushels donated: Price / bushel:

Total donation value:
Thank you for your time and help 
with this important project!

For agricultural producers Instructions for co-ops/marketers

Thank you for helping raise funds for the Oklahoma Farming & 
Ranching Foundation and the Oklahoma Farm Bureau Young 
Farmers & Ranchers to help place accurate agriculture books in 
Oklahoma schools.

Please present this card to the local co-op to designate how 
many bushel(s) you would like to donate.

Teachers and schools may apply to receive accurate agriculture 
books through the OKFB YF&R. Applications will be available 
August 2014 and will be sent to County Farm Bureau offices to 
encourage participation.

For any questions about the program, please contact Holly 
Carroll at (405) 523-2397.

1. Market Grain Immediately
2. Deposit into an account for: 

 Oklahoma Farming & Ranching Foundation 
 2501 N Stiles Ave, Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
 Tax ID: 45-2463257

3. Have producer fill out the form below. Please return the form when you send 
payment. We will send a tax receipt to the producer

Producer/Farm

Address

Phone

Number of bushels donated: Price / bushel:

Total donation value:
Thank you for your time and help 
with this important project!

For agricultural producers Instructions for co-ops/marketers

For agricultural producers Instructions for co-ops/marketers

klahoma Farm Bureau Executive 
Director Monica Wilke has been 

selected to participate in the next 
class of Leadership Oklahoma, a 

statewide organization of leaders who help 
shape the state’s future.
 “I am honored to serve with such a 
respected group of individuals who are all 
interested in making Oklahoma the best it 

can be,” Wilke said. “I am looking forward to 
learning about the many aspects of our state 
and to sharing information about our strong 
agricultural industry with my peers.”
 Prior to becoming executive director of the 
state’s largest farm organization in 2009, 
Wilke served as OKFB’s general counsel, 
director of state and national affairs and a 
lobbyist for the Oklahoma Farm Bureau 

Mutual Insurance Company. She has been 
active in several community organizations, 
including Diamond Hats, Young Professionals 
of Oklahoma City, Women’s Leadership 
Exchange and the Oklahoma FFA Foundation 
Board. Wilke earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Oklahoma State University and a juris 
doctorate from the University of Oklahoma 
School of Law.  

Wilke named to Leadership Oklahoma Class XXVIII
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Beef
Backpacks

for

The Beef for Backpacks and Pork for 

Packs programs use donated cattle and 

hogs to produce nutritious beef and 

pork sticks for the Regional Food Bank 

of Oklahoma’s Food for Kids program.  

For more information on 

how to donate livestock, 

contact Thad Doye by phone at 

(405) 523-2307 or by email at 

thad.doye@okfb.org.  

Pork
Packs
for

klahoma Farm Bureau is working 
with Agric-Bioformatics, a budding 

software company with systems 
designed to provide genetics, nutrition 

and health data for cattle producers. OKFB is 
calling on members to complete an online 
survey to assist Agric-Bioformatics in 
determining which direction the company 
should take when providing beef genetic 
information to producers.
 “Oklahoma Farm Bureau is on the ground 
floor of this project,” said Todd Honer, 
director of commodities at OKFB. “We are 
helping to get the word out about them 

OKFB calls on members to take beef 
genetics survey

because we believe our members will 
benefit from the service it provides.”
 Agric-Bioformatics is currently focused 
on providing beef genetics for commercial 
and registered cow/calf producers, but 
plans to broaden their scope to pigs and 
sheep once the company is established.
 To take the survey, go to ag-boost.com 
and click “Take our survey.” You will be 
guided through a series of questions 
concerning your operation.
 For more information about Agric-
Bioformatics, visit their website at 
www.agricbioformatics.com.

Agric-Bioformatics is a software company currently looking for Oklahoma producers to take their survey in order to 
better understand the needs of producers when it comes to beef genetic information. To take the survey, go to their 
website at www.ag-boost.com and click “Take our survey.”

 A Leadership Oklahoma class is selected 
each year from a wide geographic base 
representing diverse backgrounds. Members 
meet monthly visiting Seminole, Durant, 
Lawton/Fort Sill, Oklahoma City, McAlester, 
Stillwater, Tulsa, Guymon and Enid to discuss 
the many social, environmental and economic 
complexities of our state to stimulate inquiry, 
analysis and solutions for the public good.  

 “Leadership Oklahoma is very excited about 
the 51 people chosen for this year’s program,” 
said Bruce Benbrook, chairman and president, 
The Stock Exchange Bank in Woodward and 
chair of the Leadership Oklahoma board of 
directors. “Class XXVIII is an outstanding 
blend of leaders from a variety of fields who 
will contribute a wealth of knowledge to our 
discussions on important Oklahoma issues.” 

“I am honored to serve 
with such a respected 

group of individuals 
who are all interested 
in making Oklahoma 

the best it can be.”
— Monica Wilke

OKFB Executive Director

Husky, HealtHy Poultry 

our 49th year!

Country HatCHery
P.O. Box 747 • Wewoka, OK 74884

Ph: 405.257.1236

www.countryhatchery.net

Free Color Brochure
Baby Chicks, 
Muscovy Ducklings, 
Turkeys, Guineas
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OKFB Women’s Leadership Team member Margaret Ann Kinder talks with 
attendees at the Oklahoma Ag in the Classroom Summer Conference about 
the Grown For You commodity trailer and how it is bringing agricultural 
literacy to elementary schools across the state.

Members of the OKFB Women’s Leadership Team sponsored the Oklahoma 
Women in Agriculture and Small Business Conference in Oklahoma City, 
Aug. 7-8. The women set up a booth and recruited new members from 
across the state to join the Women’s Leadership Team.

OKFB women attend Ag in 
the Classroom, Women in 
Ag Conferences

OKFB Nursing Scholarship Winners Announced

Chelsea Blevins
Southwestern Oklahoma State University

Karli Bowles
Southwestern Oklahoma State University

Olivia Bunn
Oklahoma City Community College

Ashley Sloan
University of Oklahoma

Jessica Sullins
Rogers State University

Paige Thoman
OSU Institute of Technology — Okmulgee

Darcey Kliewer
Northwestern Oklahoma State University

Sponsored by the Oklahoma Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership Team
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Leadership 
team

Oklahoma Farm Bureau

Women’s

Oklahoma Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership Team donates 
books to elementary schools in Moore

n Moore, Plaza Towers Elementary School and Briarwood 
Elementary School are both gearing up for a busy year as students 

return to class. However, these two schools are different than 
others because both of these schools were destroyed during the May 

20, 2013, tornado.
 After the devastation of the May 20 tornado, the Oklahoma Farm 
Bureau Women’s Leadership Team set out to help these schools.
 “We just knew we wanted to help these students after they lost 
everything and because of  the devastation they had to go through last 
year,” said Kitty Beavers, Oklahoma Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership 
Team chairman.

 Along with the Oklahoma Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership Team, 
many other state Farm Bureau groups across the nation also wanted to 
help. One of those was the Fluvanna County Farm Bureau Women’s 
Committee in Virginia which donated money to purchase agricultural 
books for Plaza Towers and Briarwood Elementary Schools.
 The OKFB Women’s Leadership Team matched their original 
donation and more than $2,000 worth of accurate agricultural books 
were donated to the two schools.
 “This is a great opportunity to teach students about where their 
food, fiber and fuel comes from,” Beavers said. “We are always 
interested in showing more agriculture to students.”

Briarwood Elementary School Plaza Towers Elementary School
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OKFB holds Farm Safety Day at Heart of America 
Farm Show

klahoma Farm Bureau Safety 
Services hosted a Farm Safety Day 

on Sept. 20, 2014, in conjunction with 
the Heart of America Farm Show at the 

Tulsa RV Ranch in Beggs. 
 Oklahoma Farm Bureau offers safety 
training in various programs as part of their 
member benefits. Programs include fire 
safety, school bus safety, DUI prevention, 
defensive driving and safety day camps for 
children ages fourth through sixth grade.
 “We know Farm Bureau is very active in 
promoting farm safety for kids and we 

wanted to partner with them to help kids,” 
said Kevin Kite, farm show manager for the 
Tulsa RV Ranch. 
 About 25 students attended the program to 
learn more about farm safety. The program on 
Sept. 20 featured information regarding ATV 
safety, electrical safety, farm tractor safety 
and fire safety. 
 “In rural Oklahoma, we have children 
helping on the farm every single day,” said 
Chris Kidd, vice president of organization and 
membership at OKFB. “It is important they 
learn what to do in situations that could 

potentially be dangerous on the farm, whether 
it’s driving a tractor, riding a four-wheeler or 
mowing the lawn. We find the more exposure 
we can give kids, the more likely they are to 
remember what to do in a critical situation 
where their safety is at stake.” 
 Beggs resident and mother Kelli Groves 
said the event was something she knew she 

Five-year-old Reid Groves of Beggs was one of the 25 
children who participated in Oklahoma Farm Bureau 
Farm Safety Day at the Heart of America Farm Show on 
Sept. 20. Reid is the grandson of Okmulgee County Farm 
Bureau President Larry Harvey.
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Pig farmers are on a mission. They are 

dedicated to producing safe, high-quality pork 

on their farms. With a legacy of using responsible 

practices and a commitment to ongoing 

improvement, pig farmers produce a high-quality 

product that is distributed to consumers. When 

it comes to responsible farming, nobody cares 

more about the environment, animal care, food 

safety and the community than a pig farmer. 

       WHAT’S RIGHT!
AMERICA’S PIG FARMERS ARE

doing

PorkCares.org

©2014 We Care Initiative. This message funded in part 
by America’s Pork Producers and the Pork Checkoff.
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Our Clients             
Will Lease The   
Hunting Rights 

Earn Income 
From Your  
Land 

Base Camp Leasing, Inc. 
1-866-309-1507 

www.BaseCampLeasing.com 

 Obtain a Premium Lease Price 

 Liability Insurance Provided 

 Contact Us For a Free Quote 

wanted her two children to participate in.
 “We want to make sure our children are 
always safe, even when they’re not in our 
sight” Groves said. “We greatly appreciate 
Farm Bureau sponsoring the event.”
 Oklahoma Farm Bureau Safety Service’s 
Jennie Bruning said the farm organization is 
already planning to return to the Heart of 
America Farm Show next year for another 
Farm Safety Day. 
 “We are planning on expanding next year 
and actually having several days where 
schools can bring students out here to learn 
about safety,” Bruning said. “It was a great 
success this year and we want to thank the 
Tulsa RV Ranch for providing lunch and 
asking us back next year.” Brooks, GA 30205 

1-800-733-0324 • isons.comFree Catalog

Grow half-dollar size 
Muscadines 

and Blackberries. 
We also offer over 

200 varieties of Fruit 
and Nut Trees plus Vine 

and Berry Plants.

Ison’s NurserySince 1934

PO Box 190PO Box 190

Grower Direct
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Washita County Farm 
Bureau hosts Ag Day 
for sixth graders

ore than 165 sixth graders from 
across Washita County attended the 

inaugural Ag Day at the Washita 
County Free Fair on Sept. 5 near Cordell.
 The theme of the event was “A Day as a Wheat 
Farmer.” Students rotated around eight different 
educational stations to get a first-hand look at 
the process wheat takes from seed to 
consumption.
 They began with an introduction to soil and 
moved on to learn about preparation, financing 
and machinery. The participants then had the 
opportunity to see the process of milling, learn 
about livestock grazing and get a glimpse of what 
it takes to get the grain from the field to the 
elevator during harvest. 
 Washita County Farm Bureau plans to 
highlight a different commodity each year for 
future Ag Day events.

Top left: Sixth graders attending Ag Day at the Washita County Fair 
got their hands dirty while growing their own wheat using wheat 
seed, soil, panty hose and a plastic cup.

Bottom left: Two Washita County sixth graders learned the hands-
on process of grinding wheat into flour. 

Far right: Washita County Farm Bureau President Larry Peck’s 
educational station allowed Ag Day participants to learn facts 
about feed and nutrition in beef cattle.

Six counties reach membership quota so far

arm Bureau offices across the state 
are preparing for the end of the 

membership year on Oct. 31. As it 
approaches, several counties have already 

reached their membership quota for the year.
  “Oklahoma Farm Bureau is the leading 
agricultural organization in the state because 
of the dedication of our members to share the 
mission of OKFB with others,” said Monica 
Wilke, executive director for OKFB. “We are 
looking forward to recognizing those counties 

that have continued the profitable growth of 
our organization at our annual meeting this 
November.”
 Beaver, Cherokee, Cotton, Kiowa, Noble and 
Okfuskee counties have crossed the barrier of 
making membership quota while working to 
recruit new Farm Bureau members.
 “We want to congratulate these counties for 
striving to meet and achieving their 
membership quota goals,” said Holly Carroll, 
vice president of field services. “Numerous 

counties can still reach their quota goals 
before the end of the year and we encourage 
all counties to continue working toward that 
goal to finish this year strong.” 
 Adding one additional member to the 
county per year determines the membership 
quota for each county.
 Counties that reach their membership 
quota goals will be recognized during the 
quota show at the OKFB Annual Meeting, Nov. 
14-16 in Tulsa.
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Commodity trailer makes its way across the state

ugust and September have proven to 
be especially busy for the Oklahoma 
Farming and Ranching Foundation’s 

Grown For You commodity trailer as it 
made its way across Oklahoma to county fairs 
and schools, educating youth in at least 10 
different communities. 
 The Grown For You mobile classroom 
provides an interactive look into agriculture 
and highlights the commodity crops grown in 
our state.

 The trailer uses videos, presentations, and 
interactive games presented on four 46-inch 
outdoor TVs. Short videos focus on various 
commodity crops while demonstrations bring 
a hands-on element to audiences. 
 The trailer will continue to be present at 
county fairs, schools and farm shows 
throughout the end of the year with many 
locations already scheduled for 2015.
 To schedule an event, contact Todd Honer 
at todd.honer@okfb.org.
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“SEA MINERALS”
“Let’s Do It Natures Way”             “Do The Math”

Forage applied materials work within hours. Cost 1/4 of most ground applied materials. 
Stimulates life in the soil. Organisms farm around the clock.

Apply To Any Growing Forage
$4 Per Acre • $12 Per Year • $50 Per 50 Lb. Bag • $1,600 A Ton

918-367-5146 free shipping ton lots 918-698-5308

OKCSeaMinAdW13_SeaMineralsW13  1/7/13  3:23 PM  Page 1

Oklahoma Country 
is getting a new 
look

klahoma Country will be getting a 
fresh, new look beginning with the 

Winter 2015 issue in January. Our 
communications staff is working hard to 

bring OKFB members a magazine full of 
informative and timely content. Be sure keep 
up with the Oklahoma Farm Bureau social 
media pages and our website to see when and 
where you can view the publication.

OKFB partnering 
with OSU to 
conduct magazine 
readership study

he Oklahoma Farm Bureau Corporate 
Communications and Public Relations 

Division is partnering with Oklahoma 
State University to conduct a readership 

study about Oklahoma Country.
 OSU agricultural communications graduate 
student Clarissa Fulton, along with adviser 
Shelly Sitton, is conducting the study as a part 
of her graduate-level research.
 To obtain data for her research, Fulton will 
send electronic surveys via email to 
Oklahoma Country subscribers. It is 
important those members randomly selected 
to complete the survey complete it and submit 
it online.
 This research will assist Oklahoma Farm 
Bureau in making sure the organization is 
communicating the appropriate type of 
content to members. OKFB wants to ensure 
you— our readers — benefit from the stories 
we tell. 00639173
 Be sure to keep an eye out for a link to the 
survey in your email. Thank you for assisting 
OKFB in improving the publication!

®

www.royal-grow.com • info@royal-grow.com • 1-888-292-5760

Improve the quality of your 
food plots by fertilizing with 

Premier Plot 9-24-12 and 
Premier Plot Plus 24-36-12.

Hunt with us this season!

Oklahoma Farm Bureau would like to congratulate the Oklahoma Cooperative 
Extension Service on celebrating its centennial anniversary. OKFB is proud to 
be a partner in agriculture with the Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service, 
and we look forward to working together for many years to come. Thank you 
for all you do to extend knowledge and change lives.

EXTENSION

COOPERATI
VE

OK
LAHOMA
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NEWS FROM OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY ’S 
ROBERT M.  KERR FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS CENTER

When we build it, they will come

he U.S. has the world’s safest food supply. 
Oklahoma’s food and agricultural leaders 
are keeping food safety a priority in food-

processing facilities and supporting the 
education to prepare students to work in food 
safety and the food-processing industry.   
 An advisory board at OSU’s Robert M. Kerr 
Food & Agricultural Products Center 
recognized the need to educate students in 
food safety, providing more than $1 million as 
a lead gift toward a fundraising goal of $3.4 
million to create a faculty position focused on 
food safety at OSU.
 “We are so grateful that FAPC’s Industry 
Advisory Committee is embracing this 
opportunity to lead this fundraising effort,” 
says Chuck Willoughby, manager of business 
and marketing relations at FAPC. “One 
hundred percent of the advisory board has 
committed to support this financial 
campaign.”

The Plan
 As a result of the initial gift, a curriculum 
proposal for the food-safety option is in the 
approval process and the College of 
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 
is adding a food-safety faculty position in the 
Department of Animal Science.
 “The potential for this academic program is 
exciting,” says Thomas G. Coon, vice 
president, dean and director for OSU’s 
Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural 
Resources. “There has been very good 
leadership from the academic department in 
responding to this opportunity.”
 John Griffin, president and CEO of Griffin 
Foods in Muskogee and spokesperson for 
FAPC’s advisory board, says the committee 
has been discussing the need for a food-safety 
program for the past four years.
 “It’s great to see the work of the advisory 
board on developing a food-safety program at 

By Mandy Gross
FAPC Communications Services Manager

Loretta Lawson, quality control technician for 
Griffin Foods in Muskogee, conducts seal 
checks of bottled mustard directly off the 
production line. Photo by Mandy Gross.

OSU come to fruition,” Griffin says. “Once the 
food-safety option is approved and 
implemented, OSU will be among the first to 
offer an undergraduate food-safety option, 
according to our research.”
 The goal of the proposed academic program 
is to prepare students for food-safety jobs for 
which they will be well trained to obtain in 
the food-manufacturing industry after 
graduation from OSU.
 “Food manufacturers can invest their 
money to hire a qualified food-safety 
specialist from OSU instead of investing their 
time and money to train someone in food 
safety,” Griffin says.
 There is a huge demand for individuals who 
are specialized in food safety in the food-
processing sector.
 “The proposed new food-safety option will 
allow students to get the education they need 
to qualify for food-safety positions that food 

manufacturers desperately need,” 
Griffin says. “Like the movie ‘Field 
of Dreams,’ when we build it, the 
students will come, not just in 
Oklahoma, but nationally and 
internationally.”

The Impact
  Food safety is not just the 
responsibility of the processor.
  “It starts with the farmer 
through to the manufacturer, then 
to the distributor who delivers the 
product to the stores,” Griffin says.  
  “All aspects of the supply chain 
are monitored and inspected for 
the safety of the consumer.”
  With a growing demand for 
safe, quality products, the need for 

$1 million gift provides opportunity to develop OSU food safety program
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Oklahoma State University is a modern land-grant system of interdisciplinary programs that prepares students for success. OSU is America’s Brightest Orange. Through 
leadership and service, OSU is preparing students for a bright future and building a brighter world for all. As Oklahoma’s only university with a statewide presence, OSU 
improves the lives of people in Oklahoma, the nation and the world through integrated, high-quality teaching, research and outreach. OSU has more than 36,000 students 
across its five-campus system and more than 24,000 on its combined Stillwater and Tulsa campuses, with students from all 50 states and around 120 nations. Established in 
1890, OSU has graduated more than 245,000 students to serve Oklahoma, the nation and the world.

food industry companies to engage in food-
safety programs is more important than ever.
 With the support of the advisory board, 
FAPC implemented a Global Food Safety 
Initiative program to strive for continuous 
improvement of food-safety management 
systems that ensure safe food and consumer 
confidence.
 The FAPC-GFSI program focuses on food-
industry assistance in the areas of training, 
auditing, pre-third-party audit preparations, 
education and in-plant technical assistance 
for food safety and quality programs.
 The center’s quality management specialist, 
Jason Young, has filled the GFSI specialist 
role. One of the major ways Young assists food 
companies is by conducting internal audits.
 “Globalization of the food industry has 
significantly affected almost every Oklahoma 
food processor directly and indirectly with 
mandated food-safety and security regulations 
and policies that cut across all food-
processing sectors,” Willoughby says. “The 
FAPC-GFSI program provides services to meet 
the food-safety and security needs of 
Oklahoma’s food industry.”
 Once a faculty member is hired, that person 
is expected to be instrumental in attaining 
global food safety.

The Leadership
 The Oklahoma Legislature established the 
Industry Advisory Committee to serve as an 
advisory board for FAPC.
 “The Industry Advisory Committee offers 
counsel, makes recommendations and takes 
leadership action to ensure FAPC makes 
sound short- and long-term plans to 
accomplish its mission and objectives,” says 
Roy Escoubas, FAPC director at OSU. “I am 
extremely appreciative of the advisory board’s 
dedication and commitment to the food-
safety campaign.”
 Members of the committee are Oklahoma 
food industry leaders appointed by the highest 

positions of the Oklahoma state 
government and the vice president 
and dean of Oklahoma State 
University’s Division of Agricultural 
Sciences and Natural Resources.
 Members of the advisory board 
who are leading the food safety 
campaign effort are Griffin; Nancy 
Addington, Associated Wholesale 
Grocers of Oklahoma City; Luis 
Bogran, Curwood, a Bemis Co. of 
Pauls Valley; Ed Clements, Clements 
Foods Co. of Oklahoma City; Gary 
Crane, Ralph’s Packing Co. of Perkins; Scott 
Dvorak, Dvorak Farms of Perry; David 
Howard, Unitherm Food Systems of Bristow; 
Virgil Jurgensmeyer, J-M Farms of Miami; 
Rodger Kerr, Southwest Technology Center of 
Altus; Tommy Kramer, Durant Industrial 
Authority of Durant; John Patrick Lopez, 
Lopez Foods of Oklahoma City; David 
McLaughlin, AdvancePierre Foods of Enid; 
Allen Mills, Reasor’s Inc. of Tahlequah; Paul 
Schatte, Head Country Food Inc. of Ponca 
City; and John Williams, Chef’s Requested 
Foods of Oklahoma City.

The Future
 “This is a win-win situation,” Willoughby 
says. “Graduating students with food-safety 
credentials not only provides the industry 
with a prepared workforce, but it also provides 
numerous opportunities for the graduates.” 
 Customer requirements and the new Food 
Safety Modernization Act are driving the need 
for improved, tighter food-safety systems. The 
demand for qualified individuals is great and 
will continue to grow.  
 “Oklahoma State University will set the 
standard that many universities will realize 
they need to follow,” Griffin says. “We truly 
appreciate President Burns Hargis and the 
Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural 
Resources for supporting the vision for this 
new food-safety program and option.”

 The immediate focus is establishing the 
food-safety option under the current food-
science degree and hiring the right faculty 
member to manage and grow the program.
 It is expected that the future program will 
grow to provide scholarships, internships, 
undergraduate research opportunities, 
career development and a full complement 
of activities to enhance each student’s 
learning experience.
 The program will serve beyond food 
manufacturing and will include all sectors of 
the food industry from production agriculture 
to wholesale and retail distribution channels. 
Ingredient, packaging and equipment 
suppliers also are affected by food-safety 
issues, as are regulatory entities.
 This program will encompass all food-
safety needs, domestically and globally, once 
fully implemented.
 “What is the future; what is our vision?” 
Griffin asks. “It’s constantly evolving as OSU’s 
commitment moves forward in opportunities 
to be world-renowned in food safety.”

“The FAPC-GFSI 
program provides 

services to meet the 
food-safety and security 

needs of Oklahoma’s 
food industry.”

— Chuck Willoughby
Manager of Business and 

Marketing Relations, FAPC
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Each Farm Bureau member family is limited to ONE free classified ad per issue.
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CountryClassifieds
2501 N. Stiles • Oklahoma City, OK 73105

All information below must be completed.

’

08 Nissan Maxima $13,900.00; ’04 Yamaha 650 V 
Star $2,900.00. 580-665-6644
1950 Mercury 2 dr. Carson Top black lame front 
white top choppey 4” Flathead Engine W.W. Tires 
Show winner. Calif. car. Runs and looks sharp. 
$25,000 Spiro 918-721-1580
Like new white topper for 2007 ext. cab Chevy 
pickup $300.00. 918-465-7533
1941 Ford 2-door sedan, body only. 3 point 3 
section spring tooth harrow. 3 point horse drawn 
boom drill with riding seat on back side. 405-
567-3685

JD 8300 grain drill single disk. 7” spacing. 23 hole. 
Very good condition. Kept in barn. $3,000.
6-18 semi mounted moldboard. 4.16 JD pull 
moldboard. 14’ M&M chisel plow. 125 Lincoln 
portable welder. 580-430-5551
Long Tractor 1980 or 1981 $2000.00. 2000 Dodge 
1 ton flat bed runs good. $1500.00. Total miles 
225,665. Runs good. 580-925-2644
AC Filed Cultivator #1350, 29 ½ ft. & NH3 fert 
attachment $1600. 580-541-2326 Manchester. 
UFT 400 grain cart $1600. Novelle grain trailer 28 
ft. Yr 2012 $18,400.
Old Minneapolis Moline Tractor. Hay flat bed trailer 
6.5’ x 32’. Small tractor accessories. Western OK 
580-928-2795
‘82 International, Not Running as of Spring 2014. 4 
cy. Diesel maybe injector pump. 580-889-1720 for 
details.

Brangus bulls and fancy replacement heifers, 
excellent genetics and gentle dispositions, delivery 
available, Horsehead Ranch, 918-695-2357 (Runs 
continuously until told otherwise.)
Reg. Polled Hereford heifers, 17 months old, 
Remitall Online 122L and PW Victor Boomer P606 
genetics. 580-332-2468
Standing AQHA FBS Haida Pep $750 LFG Freckles 
Boon x (out of dam by) “Haidas Lil Pep” Intelligent, 
flashy, stout, cowbred deluxe. Prospects for sale 
out of own daughters of Pocolena, Peppysan, 
DryDoc. 580-369-8050

Country

AUTOMOTIVE

Classifieds
Red cows and open heifers. 405-258-6559
Mini Spotted Jack, very gentle. Wean in September 
$300.00. 405-452-3844
Big, stout, calm Limousin Bulls. 40 years of 
breeding for the modern bull – very growthy, very 
gentle, easy calving. One or a truckload. John Kusel 
Limousins. 580-759-6038
Double Tough Harlon at stud, linebred Harlan 
buckskin, AQHA, FQHR, 400 LFG f m/c. 2014 
linebred Harlan colts for sale. www.okharlanhorses.
com 918-762-3769
Exceptional Registered Longhorn cattle for sale. 
Bull, cows, pairs. Sallisaw, OK. 918-855-0704. Visit 
website: www.lonewolfranch.net
Quail, pheasant, chukar, guineas and jungle fowl. 
Eggs, chicks and grown birds. www.bdfarm.com, 
call 405-964-5235 — bdfarm@mcloudteleco.com 

Earn $75,000/yr Part-Time in the livestock or 
equipment appraisal business. Agricultural 
background required. Classroom or home study 
courses available. 800-488-7570. 
Used Portable Sawmills! Buy/Sell. Call Sawmill 
Exchange 800-459-2148, http://www.sawmill 
exchange.com
For Sale: Kelly Haney Limited Edition Signed Prints, 
Approx 50 prints, will sell one or all, some framed, 
580-743-2980
Originallyson Photography, Weddings, Graduation, 
etc., www.originallyson.com 
Circle Y show saddle with silver show apparel, sizes 
1x-2x, Crosby hunt seat saddle, Blue Ribbon 
western show saddle several horse tack items, 
Stillwater, Okla. area, 405-612-0099
Quail, Chukar, Pheasants chicks, eggs, grown, Call 
580-795-7089, Madill, Okla., We ship.
Antique 2 bot drag plow, manure spreader, 405-
567-3685
Collector paying cash for antique fishing lures and 
tackle, also coke machines and signs, Troy – 800-
287-3057
Cemetery 2 lots, Memorial Park, Tulsa, OK, Section 
14, Lots 694, Space 3-4, cost $4,000, save $3,500, 
918-451-2636, Nice
Stanley Home Products, Fuller Brush, Degreasers, 
bath cleaners, brooms, mops, bushes, germicides, 
vitamins, hair brushes, combs, colognes, lotions, 

laundry soaps, all house cleaners, personal 
products, 580-497-2249
Websites for your farm, ranch or business. 
Specializing in horses and ag related marketing. 
www.bakerequinepromotions.com 
2 3/8 pipe $1.10 - $1.25, 2 7/8 pipe $1.25 - $1.35, all 
sizes sucker rods/corner post pipe, 405-627-3920
For sale: cable tool drill rig – 3 sets of tools, $9000, 
call 918-327-0860
Minerals for lease in Kiowa, Pottawatomie and 
Pushmataha and Stephens County in Oklahoma. 
Land available for cell tower sites in Stephens 
County, commercial land for lease, HWY 81 and 
Plato Road, Duncan, OK, 580-255-5335, leave 
message
6’ King Kutter rotary brush cutter $650, Troybilt 
5550 watt generator with Briggs and Stratton 
$400, 580-279-7934
Fence charger repair, all makes, rebuilt units for 
sale, we repair old international chargers, Pioneer 
Electronics, SE of Enid, 580-603-0063 or 580-758-
9471 
Two Oklahoma First Ladies by Lucelia Wise, 1911-
1970 – Central – Edmond – Guthrie, Oklahoma First 
Ladies Coloring Book, 1911-1979, Bronze Book – 
1928, 918-762-3120
To stop this depression, you must learn the truth in 
this $5 cash report on healthcare. For more 
information contact: Boyd Corbett, P.O. Box 39, 
Bennington, OK 74723
Free DVD – U.N. Agenda 21: How will it affect you? 
Phone: 405-348-9991 or write: Oklahoma Projects, 
415 West 15 #2, Edmond, OK 73013
For Sale: All metal cable tool drill rig with tools. 
Been setting a long time. $9000 or best offer. 918-
327-0860.

2 BR, 2 BA, 2007 MH on 3 city lots, 2 carports and 
storage building, will trade for small country 
acreage with older home, 405-932-4596
2003 Brookwood 16x81 MH – 3 bedroom, 2 
bath, metal roof, solar screens all around, front 
porch and ramp, back porch, all appliances, must 
be moved, $26,500 neg., 580-443-5454 or 940-
293-5616
Airstream Trailer 1961, 4 new tires, clean inside and 
out, good glass, no dents, everything works, ready 
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to go, $10,500 OBO, Spiro, OK, 918-962-2064
For Sale: 2005 Mobile Home, 3 br, 2 bath, GE 
Range, Whirlpool washer/dryer, new 50 gal water 
heater, excellent condition, $25,000 OBO, 405-
255-4544
Nice 15.5 acres, trees, well, 1 hour east of OKC; 
Deer, Turkey. Lease with option to buy. 405-275-
5673.

4 bedroom, 3 bath, huge garage/shop, extra 30x30 
building on one acre, Edmond schools, $149,000, 
2,560 sq. ft., 405-326-2645
10 acres, 1100 sq. ft., 2 bd, 1 bth home, 2 car 
carport, tree lined driveway, 30x40 shop, located 
btw Pauls Valley and Stratford, $125,000, 580-362-
6034
Business and House for sale, 3 bdr, 1 ba, 1 car 
garage, nice neighborhood, Business 3000 sq. ft., 
corner lot, busy street, Asian grocery store, call 
580-480-0019
160 acre hunting lease, S.E. Lincoln County, 405-
567-3685
Two and a half acres, flat, fenced and mostly 
cleared, Choctaw, SE 15th and Choctaw Rd, 
$40,000, Excellent home site, 405-320-3023
2270 acres, 300 cow/calf ranch, ½ minerals, large 
exotic home, good other improvements, $1250 per 
acre, Good Earth Land Co., 918-689-3166
10 acres- 5 ¼ mile east of Seminole on Hwy 9, Hwy 
frontage, has electric poles, water well, concrete 
slab where shop building was, Call 580-334-0906 
or 580-334-9550
60 ac, good pasture land or home site, 5 mi south 
of Sapulpa, OK, excellent fences, beautiful pond, 
trees and creek, $250,000, 918-321-5889
Lot for sale at Flint Ridge Resort, Delaware County, 
Enjoy all the amenities, $500 plus closing costs, 
405-224-7086
10 acres cleared and fenced with pond, 40x60x12 
insulated metal building with 20’ sheds, single wide 
trailer, well water, Bethel Acres, $99,000, 405-223-
6650 or 405-996-6316

WANTED OLDER VEHICLES, CARS, PICKUPS, 
VANS, WAGONS, 1900s THRU 1960s, GAS 
PUMPS, TAGS. 580-658-3739.
Looking for Reg. Brangus Bull, age 18-24 months 
old, 405-213-6448
Want to purchase oil and gas mineral rights, 
producing or non-producing, 580-223-0353 or 
800-687-5882
Ramsey Termite and Pest Control, call 405-570-
1562
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      Kitchen
EASY GROUND BEEF CHILI (SERVES 8 TO 12)   

Ingredients:
3 pounds Certified Angus Beef ® ground beef
1 onion, diced
3 cloves garlic, minced
1/4 cup chili powder
1 tablespoon ground cumin
1 tablespoon ancho chili pepper
1 tablespoon coarse kosher salt
2 jalepeños, stems removed and 
 finely minced
1 (28-ounce) can diced tomatoes
1 (15-ounce) can tomato sauce
1 (15-ounce) can red kidney beans, rinsed
1 (15-ounce) can pinto beans, rinsed
1 (6-ounce) can tomato paste
Optional toppings: shredded sharp cheddar, sour cream, diced green  
 
Instructions:

In a large, heavy-bottom pot, add beef, onion and garlic over medium 
heat. Cook, breaking up large pieces until no pink remains, approximately 
10 minutes. Drain excess fat, if desired.

Add chili powder, cumin, ancho pepper, jalapeño and salt. Simmer for 5 
minutes, stirring frequently. Stir in tomatoes, sauce, beans and paste. 
Bring to a boil, reduce heat to low and simmer for 2 hours, stirring 
occasionally to prevent sticking. Yields approximately 3 quarts.

SLOW-COOKED SPICED-CRANBERRY PORK ROAST
(SERVES 8)

Ingredients:
3 1/2-4 pound boneless blade 
 pork roast
1 14-oz can jellied cranberry 
 sauce
2/3 cup sugar
3/4 cup cranberry juice

Instructions:
Trim fat from pork roast, if necessary. 

Place roast in 4- to 6-quart slow cooker. Use wire whisk to stir together 
cranberry sauce and sugar in medium bowl.

Stir in juice, mustard, cloves and pepper until well combined. Pour cranberry 
mixture over roast in slow cooker. 

Cover slow cooker and cook on low for 6 to 8 hours or until pork roast is 
tender. Season roast to taste with salt; serve juices with roast.

Country

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

2 tablespoons Dijon-style mustard
1 1/2 teaspoons ground cloves
1 teaspoon ground black pepper
salt, to taste
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(other than disclosures permitted by law, which include 
sharing information with our affiliates & nonaffiliates 
about our transactions or experiences with you for 
business, administrative and other legal purposes).  In order 
for an opt-out notice to be valid, all *required information 
must be completed.

Clip & mail this form to:
OFBMIC, c/o Opt-Out Notice 

P.O.B. 53332 • Oklahoma City, OK 73152-3332

*Name:

*Phone Number:

*Address:

*City:

*Email:

*Policy Number:

*Membership Number:

Conclusion
If you have any questions or comments concerning this Joint 
Privacy Notice or our privacy standards and procedures, 
please write us at Post Office Box 53332, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma 73152-3332. Our functional regulator is the 
State of Oklahoma, Department of Insurance. If we cannot 
resolve your concerns or answer your questions, feel free 
to contact our regulator. 
This Joint Privacy Notice describes our company’s privacy 
policy and practices in accordance with the Gramm-Leach-
Bliley Act, 15 USC §6801, and with various state-specific 
privacy/financial information laws and regulations in the 
states in which our company does business.   
Copyright© 2011 Oklahoma Farm Bureau 
Mutual Insurance Companies
2501 N. Stiles, Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Opt-Out NOtiCe

JOiNt pRiVACY NOtiCe

Our Commitment to Safeguarding
Your privacy
This Joint Privacy Notice is being provided to you to 
inform you of our practices and procedures regarding the 
sharing of non-public personal information. Non-public 
personal information is personally identifiable financial 
information about you, your family, or your household 
that we may obtain directly from you, that we may obtain 
as a result of our business dealings with you, or that we 
may obtain from any other source.
We do not engage in the practice of disclosing your non-
public personal information to nonaffiliated third parties 
other than, as necessary, to provide quality insurance 
services to our customers. For instance, we do not sell 
your name, address or telephone number to telemarketers 
or to direct mail solicitors. We do not engage in “list-
selling,” and we do not offer your personal information 
to publishing houses, retailers, or coupon companies.
During the continuation of our customer relationship with 
you, we will also provide you with a copy of this Joint 
Privacy Notice at least once during each calendar year 
as part of a regular mailing, such as within a billing or a 
renewal notice or with a policy and at any time that you 
request in writing a copy of this Joint Privacy Notice. 
Further, because federal and state laws, regulations 
and business practices can change at any time, we may 
revise this Joint Privacy Notice accordingly. Once you 
cease to be a policyholder, we will stop sending you 
annual privacy notices.
information We May Collect & use
During the course of reviewing your application for 
insurance coverage and deciding whether or not to 
underwrite the insurance policy for which you have 
applied, and, if we issue you a policy, during the course 
of providing services to you as required by the policy, 
we collect and evaluate information from the following 
sources:

• Information we receive from you on           
applications or other forms;
• Information about your transactions with us, our 
affiliates or others;
• Information we receive from consumer  
reporting agencies; and
• Information we receive from state or federal  
agencies.

It is important for us to collect and use this information 
to properly provide, administer and perform services 
on your behalf. We could not provide optimum service 
to you without collecting and using this information.
information We May Disclose
We regard all of your personal information as 
confidential. Therefore, we do not disclose any non-
public personal information about our customers or 
former customers to anyone except as permitted by law. 
In the course of conducting our business dealings, we 

On Behalf Of: Oklahoma Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance 
Company and AgSecurity Insurance Company. When 
you see the words we, us, or our within this Joint Privacy 
Notice, you should understand that those words include 
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company 
and AgSecurity Insurance Company.

How We Maintain The Confidentiality & 
Security Of Your information
We carefully restrict access to non-public personal 
information to our employees, our independent contractor 
insurance agents, our service contract providers, and our 
affiliates and subsidiaries. The right of our employees, 
our independent contractor insurance agents, our service 
contract providers, and our affiliates and subsidiaries to 
further disclose and use the information is limited by 
our employee handbook, agent’s manual, applicable law, 
and nondisclosure agreements where appropriate. We 
maintain physical electronic, and procedural safeguards 
that comply with federal and state law to guard your 
non-public personal information.

may disclose to other parties certain information we have 
about you. These disclosures are only made in accordance 
with applicable laws, and may include disclosures to 
reinsurers, administrators, service providers, consultants 
and regulatory or governmental authorities. Furthermore, 
certain disclosures of information will be made to your 
Farm Bureau personnel authorized to have access to your 
personal information for the purpose of administering 
your business and providing services to you.
We may disclose the following categories of information 
to companies that perform services on our behalf or to 
other financial institutions with which we have joint 
marketing agreements:

• Information we received from you on applications 
or other forms, such as your name, address, Social 
Security number, county Farm Bureau membership 
number, assets, income and beneficiaries; 
• Information about your transactions with us, our 
affiliates or others, such as your policy coverage, 
premium, loss history and payment history; and
• Information we receive from a consumer   reporting 
agency, such as your creditworthiness and credit 
history.

We may disclose non-public personal information about 
you to the following types of third parties:

• Financial service providers, such as life insurers, 
automobile insurers, mortgage bankers, securities 
broker-dealers, and insurance agents;
• Non financial companies, such as retailers, direct 
marketers, airlines, and publishers; and
• Others, such as nonprofit organizations.

These entities with which we share personal information 
are required to maintain the confidentiality of that 
information. We do not authorize these parties to use 
or disclose your personal information for any purpose 
other than for the express purpose of performing work 
on our behalf or as required or permitted by law.

Your Opt-Out Right
We reserve the right to disclose non-public personal 
information about our customers to a nonaffiliated 
third party. However, if you prefer that we not 
disclose non-public personal financial information 
about you to nonaffiliated third parties, you may opt 
out of those disclosures, that is, you may direct us not 
to make those disclosures (information sharing which 
is permitted by law includes sharing information with 
our affiliates and non-affiliates about our transactions 

or experiences with you for business, administrative 
and other legal purposes).
If you wish to opt out of disclosures to nonaffiliated 
third parties, you may choose one of the following 
options:

1. Complete the opt-out form on our website 
located at okfarminsurance.com OR
2. Mail or Fax the attached opt-out form to us. 
Fax # 405-523-2581. 

Your opt-out form must reach us within 30 days 
of your receipt of our privacy notice. Your opt-out 
request will take effect on the 7th day following 
receipt of your request, to allow for notification to all 
applicable affiliated or nonaffiliated third parties. 
If you share your account with another person, 
either of you may opt-out of disclosures (other than 
disclosures permitted by law) for both of you. Please 
indicate on the Opt-Out Notice form if you are opting 
out for one or both of you.
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We live here.

We are rural Oklahoma.
Oklahoma Farm Bureau members live in all 77 counties across our great state. They work both on farms and 
in towns. They raise their families in rural communities. They create economic value for our state. Together, 
Oklahoma Farm Bureau members defend private property rights, care for the land and livestock, and make 
Oklahoma’s rural communities vibrant. We are the members of Oklahoma Farm Bureau. We are rural Oklahoma.

www.okfarmbureau.org

We ranch here.

We farm here.




