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Some are lucky enough to inherit a Grasshopper®. Those who can’t wait, buy their own. Stop by
your dealer to start your Grasshopper True ZeroTurn™

mower legacy. You’ll be amazed how much better your 
relatives will treat you when they think they’ve got a shot at your Grasshopper. Call (620) 345-8621.

GRASSHOPPERMOWER.COM

YOUR NEXT MOWER

NOT ALL HEIRLOOMS 
ARE STORED IN HOPE CHESTS.
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o say that the summer of ’06 will be unforgettable is probably
as much of an understatement as one can make.

We faced one of the worst droughts that most of us can
remember.

We suffered not only with a lack of rainfall, but with extremely hot
conditions as well as problems associated with wildfires.

So, we gladly say goodbye to the summer of ’06 and hope and pray
for kinder and more favorable conditions this fall and winter.

In looking toward the future, and hopefully more moisture, it points
out to us how our conservation efforts have paid off. It also points out
how important water is – not only to us involved in agriculture – but to
our urban cousins who depend on it as well.

This year the fall season also demands our attention as to the issue
of local, state and national elections. Many issues that affect agriculture
have been discussed with the candidates and many counties have been
active in meet the candidate forums to help educate both the
candidate and the voter.

Please remember your vote counts and, regardless of whom you vote
for, VOTE! One of the biggest threats we face as an organization, as a
state and as a country is apathy. Good people invest their time, their
assets, and their dreams for the future in these campaigns and we, as
voters, must do our part.

While we are dealing with issues, probably the most important issue
facing agriculture is the farm bill. This issue causes most producers
concern because they fear seeing their support payments reduced
dramatically without access to foreign markets for their products.

Along with the farm bill, much is being discussed about disaster
assistance to the many parts of the country that have suffered as we
have with drought. Fuel, fertilizer and input costs have risen
dramatically in conjunction with crop losses that go as high as
complete losses so assistance is needed and can be justified.

So, we as Farm Bureau members will have plenty of issues to discuss
at our annual meeting in Tulsa Nov. 10-12. Along with taking care of
business, we will have opportunities to resume friendships as well as
enjoy awards and entertainment programs. 

I look forward to seeing you there and let’s all make an effort to get
informed and out to vote on Nov. 7.

BY STEVE KOUPLEN

President, 
Oklahoma Farm Bureau

Presidentially
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We are Oklahoma 
pork producers . . .

creating opportunities, 
caring for the environment, 
feeding the world, 
committed to Oklahoma. 1-888-SAY-PORK • www.okpork.org

®



Executive

BY MATT WILSON

Executive Director
Oklahoma Farm Bureau
& Affiliated Companies

Outlook

n July 19th of this summer, I lost a
friend who meant a lot to me. It was
my father, Joseph Mathias Wilson Sr.

As I pondered a subject for my
column for this issue, I kept wanting to write
a tribute to him.

To become a father is not difficult, but to
be a father is. Joseph Mathias Wilson Sr.
was the master of that difficult task – he
was a father.

He was quite a character, and could have
made it as a stand-up comedian. He was an
athelete. If there had been a professional fast
pitch softball league back in his day, my
father would have been behind the plate
playing catcher.

He was a hard worker, a handsome man, a
fair man, an honest man – you get the
picture, the perfect father! He lost his father
when he was very young, so he really didn’t
have a father role model – and thus wasn’t
one who mentored with a lot of advice.

He taught my brother and I by example.
He didn’t tell us how to live. He lived and let
us watch. We were taught all we needed to
know about faith and hard work by the simple
eloquence of his example.

He was an early riser who worked very
hard, who never complained and was always
looking for a better, more efficient way to do
things. He had a lot of talent, but was so
humble very few people ever knew of his

many abilities.
A lifelong Kentuckian, he had an indirect

Oklahoma influence. His grandfather, the
original Mathias Wilson, moved his family to
Oklahoma in 1904 to Morris, a small
Okmulgee County town. There he opened a
livery stable and a hotel to cater to the needs
of the thousands of people who located in or
near the Glenpool oil fields.

He brought his wife, Amanda, and his four
sons – Grover Cleveland Wilson, Oliver
Wendall Wilson, Mathias Jr., and George
Washington Wilson – with him. Perhaps it was
in Oklahoma that my ancestors learned their
values and work ethic.

They returned to Kentucky in 1918
because Amanda had tuberculosis.

hildren blessed with a loving, caring
father should consider themselves
fortunate. I was, and I am.

A father is the biggest source of a
strength for his children. We view them as all
powerful, possessors of knowledge and the
head of our family. Even in adulthood, we look
up to them for experience and honest advise
that is always in our best interest.

For the great figure in my life that I knew
as my father, I am extremely grateful.

I hope I can be the example for my sons
that he was for me. 

My father taught us 

all we needed to know

about faith and hard work

by the simple eloquence 

of his example.

O
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Variable product subaccounts are subject to market risk and possible loss of principal. This and other important information is contained in the
prospectus, which can be obtained from a registered representative and should be read carefully before you invest or pay money. Investors should
consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing.
“S&P 500®” (Standard & Poor’s 500) is a trademark of The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc., and has been licensed for use by Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company. This product is
not sponsored, endorsed, sold or promoted by Standard & Poor’s, and Standard & Poor’s makes no representation regarding the advisability of purchasing this product. This S&P
500® Index does not reflect dividends paid on underlying stocks. The index annuity is an insurance product and not a variable or other type of investment contract. Interest on the
index annuity is based on a predetermined formula, and is directly related to the change in the S&P 500®. The maximum index-based interest credited to the policyholder is capped
according to the index annuity policy. Securities & services offered through registered representatives of EquiTrust Marketing Services, LLC+, 5400 University Avenue,
West Des Moines, IA 50266, 877/860-2904, Member SIPC. Life insurance and annuity products offered through Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company+/West Des Moines, IA.
Property-casualty insurance products offered through Oklahoma Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company/Oklahoma City, OK. +Affiliated  © 2006 FBL Financial Group, Inc. A004

DON’T PROCRASTINATE.

Accumulate.

It’s never been easier to create the right blend of short- and long-term
strategies for achieving your financial goals. Whether you want to capitalize on

current interest rates, take advantage of potential gains linked to the S&P 500® Index, or allocate

your money to a range of investment options, we can help. Our annuity options can help you diversify

your retirement portfolio and manage your returns. Contact your Farm Bureau agent to learn more

about our accumulation strategies.

Annuity OK  9/11/06  8:45 AM  Page 1
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he fall is a very desirable time of year
to plant many trees in Oklahoma.

Research shows that container-
grown shade and ornamental trees

planted in the fall may be twice the size of
spring-planted shade trees when measured
the following fall, if both are treated the same.

Before planting, a few decisions need to be
made. First, make sure your tree variety
selection does well in Oklahoma. There are a
number of trees sold that live with few
problems early in their life, but have
numerous shortcomings as they grow older.
Do some research, such as soil and moisture
needs, cold and heat tolerance. Know the
mature size of the tree. I have been called all
too often by homeowners that have planted a
tree too close to the house or other structures
and must cut it down in its prime. Overhead
telephone and electric lines must be
accounted for when considering mature
height. No one wants
to see a nice mature
tree cut back severely,
so don’t plant a large
tree in those areas.

Often I am asked to
recommend a fast
growing tree and there
are a number on the
market. Remember
though, fast-growing
trees are normally
weak wooded trees.
These often will have
broken limbs after
wind and ice storms as they mature. Slower
growing trees are stronger wooded and can
handle Oklahoma’s sometimes adverse
weather conditions better.

If you are looking for fall color in a tree,

T

Fall Planting 
of Trees

Country

purchasing that tree in the fall will give you
an idea of what its fall color will look like in
the future. Remember though, moisture,
temperature and general health of the tree
will also play a big part in fall leaf color.

Soil drainage or percolation is the greatest
limitation to successful transplants in soils
beyond climatic adaptation. A poorly drained
clay soil is either too wet or too dry for all but
the toughest type trees. Many soils have been
abused during the construction process of new
homes. Nice, loamy soils have often been
compacted during construction. The founda-
tion is also a favorite burial ground for building
debris. Probe the bed 12 to 18 inches deep for
building debris and remove it. Soil drainage,
compaction, and building debris problems
must be solved before planting is done.

e have now gone through the process
of having the right tree for the right
spot. Correct planting and early care
of the new tree will help determine

future health and longevity of your planting.
Recent research results have shown us

some changes in what we once thought about
trees and their
growth previously.
We now know that 85
percent of a tree’s
roots are in the top
24 inches of the soil.
Knowing this helps
us by properly
planting the tree.

A planting hole
should be two to
three times the
width of the root-ball
and the same depth
of the bottom of the

root-ball. When done, we want to replant the
tree at the same grade or depth that it was in
the container. Beyond the actual hole, loosen
the soil a number of inches deep and a couple
feet out to help with root penetration, then

backfill the hole with the original soil. There is
no need to add anything, including fertilizer, to
your hole. Fertilizer is better applied after
your tree has had a chance to get established.
Build a shallow water basin with excess soil
around the perimeter of the tree. This basin
will hold water and allow it to soak in around
the roots. The ridge of the basin should be a
foot or farther from the tree trunk, depending
upon the size of the tree and its root system
when planted.

tall tree might need staking. Don’t
bind the tree too tightly around the
trunk as it could damage the bark.
Try not to stake a tree for more than

the first year. You want the tree to stand on
its own as soon as possible. Applying mulch
two to three inches deep around the tree will
help retain moisture and curb some
competition from grass. Do keep mulch from
right up against the trunk of the tree, disease
and insects can hide from sight in this area.

Using a tree wrap on young trees can
prevent winter damage. Put your wrap
around the trunk in late November and
remember to take off in March. Do not
allow the wrap to stay on the tree through
the summer.

Now that you’ve planted this young tree,
don’t forget it. Through the winter, if we
are not receiving moisture, a good deep
soaking weekly is recommended. Moisture
should reach eight to 12 inches deep and
go out to where you think the root system
has extended.

When temperatures heat up next summer,
weekly watering using this method is recom-
mended. Irrigation should continue until
plants are well established two to three years
depending upon how well the tree is doing.
Remember deep waterings when needed are
better than frequent shallow irrigation.

Proper care and planting of new trees can
lead to a wonderful part of the landscape to
be enjoyed by all for generations.

BY JOE BENTON

OSU Extension Director
Pottawatomie County

GardeningGardening
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Experience New Vitality...And You’ll Feel Years Younger Fast

©2006 Indiana Botanic Gardens, Inc.

Name________________________________________

Address______________________________________

City___________________State______Zip___________

Telephone_____________________________________

E-Mail_______________________________________

SIGNATURE_____________________________EXPIRES____/____

“Sick and Tired” of Being Sick and Tired?
Well, if you feel tired all the time... or get “sick” too often...
you should discover #739 Colon Cleanse.
A revolutionary new formula that removes the intestinal 
“gunk” that’s been building up in your body (and slowing 
you down) for YEARS!

 Mail to:
3401W. 37th. Ave. Dept. OA6WC Hobart, IN 46342

BEST DEAL! - 360 Capsules (120 Day Supply)
Reg. $68.99 SALE! $34.99 (FREE Delivery)

BETTER DEAL! - 180 Capsules (60 Day Supply)
Reg. $36.99 SALE! $18.99 (plus $3 delivery)

GOOD DEAL! - 90 Capsules (30 Day Supply)
Reg. $19.99 SALE! $9.99 (plus $3 delivery)

Health Secret Revealed!
I f yo u fe e l fa t i g u e d o r j u s t fe e l 
“under the weather” ...even though you are 
general ly healthy – chances are, your 
colon is clogged with harmful toxins and 
making you sick!

I t ’s shocking! The number of ser ious 
health disorders caused by toxic colon 
buildup has reached epidemic proportions.
Even more alarming... this harmful residue 
is left over from Foods You Ate Years Ago!

And if left unattended, this toxic “gunk”
wi l l s lowly “eat away” at your heal th.
Luckily, there is a solution. Experts agree 
... detoxif ication (the natural cleansing 
of colon bui ld-up) wi l l help you feel 
wonder fu l aga in ! There ’s s imply no 
better way to stay healthy and energized.
But the formulation you use is essential to ensure 
optimal health.

That’s why we developed #739 Colon Cleanse 
formula. It’s simply the safest, most effective 
detoxifier  available.  Here’s why...

#739 Colon Cleanse flushes away 
years of “intestinal gunk”
I t begins work ing immediate ly. Some 
say with #739 Colon Cleanse formula, 
they’ve experienced “dramatic changes”
in the way they look and feel . That ’s 
because #739 Colon Cleanse formula 
clears out your intestinal tract and colon 
fo r good . I t supp l i es you w i th v i t a l 
nu t r i c e u t i c a l s u p p o r t t h a t v i r t u a l l y 
obliterates health problems this buildup 
may have caused. AND THAT’S ONLY THE 
BEGINNING...

#739 Co lon C leanse fo r mu la i s the 
most important step you can take to optimize 
your health. It promotes flawless balance 
for your entire system, especially for your 
kidneys, liver, urinary tract and stomach.

Each easy-to-swallow capsule gives you 
3 p roven in te r na l power c leanse rs .
They work fast to help you feel healthier, younger 
and ready to “take on the world”!

Why Should 
You Detoxify?
A better question is
“what if you don’t?”
Colondetoxificationscrubs 
away years of intestinal 
“gunk” from your colon to 
promote remarkable energy and 
improved health! You’ll see a dramatic 
difference in the way you look – and 
especially in the way you feel!

Refresh, Detoxify &
Cleanse Your Colon!
Refresh, Detoxify &
Cleanse Your Colon!

Our Health
Advisors Agree!
Dr. Gary Gendron 
and Dr. Karen Yale 
are leaders in 
integrative medical 
care, emphasizing 
preventative and 
natural healthcare 
solutions. They are 
renowned experts 
in clinical nutrition, 
vitamin and herbal 
therapy.

Simply call the toll free number now or 
mail the No-Risk Home Trial Form below.
#739 Colon Cleanse formula will be rushed 
right to you. If you are not 100% satisfied 
with the way you feel... If you don’t see rapid 
changes in your energy levels – even your 
appearance, simply send it back for a full 
refund. No questions asked. Reply Now!

24 Hours a Day ~ 7 Days a Week 
(Mention Promo: OA6WC)

Call Toll-FREE:

800-644-8327

Please send me the #739 Colon Cleanse 
Check your choice below

Check or Money Order 
(Payable to Botanic Choice)

RISK-FREE HOME TRIAL

Papaya Enzyme Tablets 

90 Tablets Reg. $2.99 Yours FREE!

Yours Free!
With any order

Makes you and your tummy friends again!

Delicious, chewable tablets 
promote trouble free digestion!
Breaks down protein for less 
chance of indigestion & heartburn!

THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD & DRUG
ADMINISTRATION. THESE PRODUCTS ARE NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, 
TREAT, CURE, OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE. CO27

Rejuvenate your body
From the inside-out!

#739 Colon Cleanse formula includes 
a u n i q u e f u s i o n o f r e m a r k a b l e 
healing fibers and proven internal 
cleansers like:
Psyllium Husk – Super high fiber that 
“scrubs” the lining of your colon and 
intestinal tract of impurities.
Gentian Root – An excellent tonic for the 
stomach and intestines plus strengthens 
all the bodily systems.
S l i p p e r y E l m – H e l p s r e l i e v e 
occasional constipation and tones the 
intestinal tract.

REPLY NOW– Feel Younger! 
More Energy! Cleanse Your 
Body From The Inside Out!
E l i m i n a t e i m p u r i t i e s f r o m y o u r 
b o d y , a n d a s t o n i s h i n g t h i n g s 
happen. Some say, you instantly feel 
better than you have in years. Others 
comment on how great you look. . . 
How much energy you have... How you 
don’t get sick as much. But to really 
understand how it works, you have to 
experience #739 Colon Cleanse formula 
for yourself. 

Thousands of others have and have 
never felt better! Here’s how you can too...
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JUST REMEMBER, THE HORSES
GO IN THE HORSE TRAILER.

Cummins is a registered trademark of Cummins, Inc.
Dodge and HEMI are registered trademarks of DaimlerChrysler Corporation.

Live
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Client: Dodge National Truck Live: 14" (w) x 10" (h) AD: OswaltD50993 Product: 2006 Dodge Ram Trim: N/A CW: 
 Date: 12.8.05 Title: Horses–Farm Bureau–Resize  Bleed: None D: Ciolino

Rev.: 00 – NJ Specs: 4/Color Magazine Spread Bind: N/A PP: Hewitt

THE WORLD’S BIGGEST CAB NOW COMES WITH A $500 CASH ALLOWANCE FOR FARM BUREAU® MEMBERS  > 
RAM MEGA CAB™  >  It’s that big  >  More rear-seat leg room than anything in its class* >  Rear seats that
actually recline  >  Largest rear-door opening angle in its class*  >  Powerful Cummins® Turbo Diesel engine
or 5.7L HEMI® V8 available  >  PLUS Farm Bureau members get an extra $500 cash allowance†  >  Contact
your state Farm Bureau for details  >  For more info, visit dodge.com/mega_cab or call 800-4ADODGE.
*Based on full-size, crew cab pickups.   †Must be a Farm Bureau member for at least 30 days. Farm Bureau is federally registered collective 
membership and a registered service mark of the American Farm Bureau Federation.
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