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PRESIDENTIALLY SPEAKING

Securing the future of agriculture
By Tom Buchanan
President, Oklahoma Farm Bureau & Affiliated Companies

n five days, I traveled 3,200 miles for August Area Meetings. 
From Guymon to McAlester, Hobart to Pryor, Ada to Enid, 

and points in between, the opportunity for the staff of 
Oklahoma Farm Bureau and myself to meet you and your fellow 
members was informative and confidence building. Regardless 
of the area, the most popular topics of conversation were recent 
activity of the legislature, along with feral hogs, wind power, 
and present and future state budget deficits. 
	 However, the top two issues discussed at length across the 
state were water and the Right to Farm and Ranch. Remaining 
watchful of legislative action is a constant of your Public Policy 
Division, and continuing to lead the discussion in Oklahoma 
on water as you have 
directed will be a 
focus moving forward 
in the future. 
	 The immediate 
laser focus of OKFB 
between now and 
November 2016, 
will be passing State 
Question 777, or the 
Right to Farm. For the 
next 12 months, “Yes 
on 777” will be our 
mantra.  
	 As I am learning, we are now in the beginnings of a statewide 
campaign to educate and convince our fellow Oklahomans of 
the importance of agriculture to the entire state and why we 
deserve constitutional protection. The simple answer is the 
growing influence of environmental activists whose intent is 
to dramatically alter the second leading economic impact of 
Oklahoma, today's farming and ranching practices. Allowing 
you to continue producing the safest, most abundant supply of 
food and fiber to feed and clothe a growing world population 
should convince fellow Oklahomans to vote Yes on 777. 

	 Along with securing the future of Oklahoma agriculture, 
SQ777 more importantly grants constitutional protection to 
consumers, as Right to Farm will guarantee consumer choice of 
food and fiber. The measure also will help protect an abundant, 
affordable choice for those consumers at every economic level.
	 As the grassroots process of resolutions start, please 
remember to use the policy development guide as you draft 
policy. This is the process that separates OKFB from the crowd, 
as individual members can and do influence and direct policy 
for the future. Policy development is one of the crowning 
jewels and the cornerstone of your organization. I look 
forward to being involved in the process from the county level 

through resolutions 
committee, and of 
course the action of 
the delegate body at 
state convention as 
you finalize the 2016 
policy book. 
	By the way, as I 
traveled the state 
from corner to 
corner the blessing 
of abundant rainfall 
was very apparent. As 

we can all remember spring and early summer were trying with 
high water, but we are now seeing the benefits of rain, as the 
state is green from top to bottom. I hope you have a great late 
summer and fall, I'll see you at county annual meetings or the 
state convention in November and remember Yes on 777!

Allowing you to continue 
producing the safest, most 
abundant supply of food and fiber 
to feed and clothe a growing world 
population should convince fellow 
Oklahomans to vote Yes on 777.

— Tom Buchanan
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INSURANCE MATTERS

Oklahomans serving Oklahomans
By Richard Newberry
General Manager, Oklahoma Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company

e are Oklahomans serving Oklahomans. What other 
insurance company in our state can say that? It’s in our 

name. We are your neighbor down the street, fellow church 
member, little league coach and FFA supporter. We are over 800 
strong, working OKFB partners in your local communities. We 
couldn’t be your professional Oklahoma Farm Bureau Insurance 
agent if we weren’t a fellow Oklahoman first. 
	 We are the first to respond after that storm, car accident, 
wildfire or disaster because we know exactly where the friends 
we serve live and thrive. It’s no coincidence we are located in 
all 77 counties. When our 
competitors are handing 
out water bottles, we 
are handing out checks. 
Why? We know when we 
watch the news and see a 
neighborhood devastated 
by storms, that’s your 
neighborhood. We don’t 
sit idly by the phone 
waiting to hear from a claims department located in another 
state. We get in our car and drive to your home to help you 
begin the arduous task of healing from a disaster. We are swift 
to respond, because OFBMIC has nine claims offices located 
conveniently around the state to provide unprecedented 
response service.
	 When a large-scale disaster strikes Oklahoma, we can’t 
always be everywhere at once, but our Oklahoma Strong spirit 
can. In the event of an unfortunate loss, we have real people 
who answer your calls 24/7 via our toll free phone number. Just 
dial 1-877-OFB-CLAIMS. Your call will never be forwarded to 
an afterhours recording or message service. Real people will 
be there to help you with your real needs. We also have staff 
available to serve you 24/7, in the event your home becomes 
unlivable due to a covered loss. 

	 OFBMIC agents are mobile and so is your life. We have 
created an online portal that allows you to check membership 
status, print documents related to policies, including 
declarations, invoices, security verification forms, and more.  
	 Members may view policy details, payment history and 
claims history.  With the OKFB Insured Portal, users also can 
make premium payments with a debit, checking or savings 
account by visiting www.okfarminsurance.com and clicking, 
“Login to my Insurance.” If you are not a registered user, 
click on the link, “Sign up for a New Account,” and have one 

of these items 
on hand: zip 
code, premium 
amount, phone 
number, last 
billed amount, 
date of birth, or 
driver’s license. 
	OFBMIC has 
been protecting 

the livelihood of Oklahomans for over 60 years, and we will 
continue to be the voice of agriculture and to protect your 
interests for years to come. Although our mission is protecting 
the lives of rural Oklahomans, we are proud to serve the needs 
of all Oklahomans because this is our home, too! 

We are proud to serve the needs 
of all Oklahomans because this 
is our home, too.

— Richard Newberry
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Farming is a business of uncertainty, 
but here’s something you can count on.
Chevrolet presents this exclusive $500 private offer1 toward the purchase or lease 1

of an all-new Chevy Silverado — the 2014 North American Truck of the Year. From 
the family of the most dependable, longest-lasting 2 full-size pickup in America, rest 2

assured your Silverado will keep you working without skipping a beat.
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Randy Bowen Chevrolet GMC, Inc.

405-258-0055
randybowenchevrolet.com

DURANT
Stuteville Chevrolet

580-920-1800
stutevillechevrolet.com

ENID
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northcuttchevybuicktoyota.com

HINTON
Wheeler Chevrolet

405-542-3008
wheelerchevy.com

KINGFISHER
Dobrinski Chevrolet, Buick GMC

405-375-3155
www.dobrinskiofkingfi sher.com

LAWTON
Milo Gordon GM Super Center

580-355-1213
milogordongm.com

OKLAHOMA CITY
Bob Moore Buick GMC

405-721-6000
bobmoorebuickgmc.com

PAULS VALLEY
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PONCA CITY
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PRYOR
Roberts Auto Center
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pryorautodealer.com
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Wade Higgins Chevrolet Buick 

GMC
405-527-6565

SULPHUR
Wayne Eidson Chevrolet Buick

580-622-2196
wayneeidson.com
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COMMODITY CORNER

COTTON PRODUCED  
2005 - 2014 (BALES)

	 not published
	 Less than 10,000
	 10,000 – 39,999
	 40,000 – 70,000
	 more than 70,000

COTTON
Did you know cotton is one of Oklahoma's top 10 agricultural  
commodities? Most of the state's cotton is used for apparel.

Source: USDA NASS

OKLAHOMA COTTON GROWERS  
CONTRIBUTED  AN AVERAGE OF

TO THE ECONOMY EACH YEAR 
OVER THE LAST DECADE.

$78,761,800
OKLAHOMA PRODUCED  
AN AVERAGE OF

480-POUND BALES  
EACH YEAR SINCE 2005.

251,000

ONE 480-POUND BALE CONTAINS 
ENOUGH COTTON TO CREATE:

215 pairs of jeans
1,217 T-shirts

249 bed sheets
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At Byford Auto Group, we 
take our motto seriously! For us, 

customer satisfaction comes  first – 
we give more because you deserve 

more ... like free loaners for our service 
customers, and oil changes for life. And, you 

can count on our world-class service technicians 
to keep your car on the road and running smoothly. 

At Byford, we view our customers as part of our family 
and maintain a friendly, relaxed atmosphere ... which is probably why we have a 
top-tier customer satisfaction rating! Come see for yourself at any of our locations. 
Nobody Treats You Better Than Byford!

BYFORD BUICK GMC – CHICKASHA • 2900 S. Hwy. 81

BYFORD CHEVY BUICK GMC – DUNCAN * 1909 N. Hwy. 81
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Everything you need to 
know about Right to Farm

What is State Question 777?

State Question 777, also known as Right to Farm, is a 
culmination of several years of hard work from our Oklahoma 
Farm Bureau members, leaders and staff. About three years 
ago, members wanted to create constitutional protection for 
farmers and ranchers in the state of Oklahoma — so we made it 
a legislative priority.
	 During the 2015 legislative session, the Oklahoma legislature 
passed HJR 1012 that will send the constitutional amendment 
to a vote of the people in November 2016. Called State Question 
777, the amendment will guarantee the rights to engage in 
farming and ranching including the right to make use of 
agricultural technology, livestock procedures and ranching 
practices. If passed, the amendment also will prevent any new 
law from interfering with these rights without a “compelling 
state interest.”

What is a compelling state interest?

The “compelling state interest” language in the amendment 
allows Oklahoma lawmakers to write a law interfering with 
these rights only if it will affect the health, safety and/or 
welfare of the general public. Essentially, lawmakers will not be 
able to limit these rights without tangible proof of need.
	 The language also gives the amendment the power of the 
highest level of judicial scrutiny. A law must pass the test of the 
Oklahoma state court to impede the rights of agriculturalists.

LINCOLN TO LOCAL

Each and every day anti-agriculture groups like the Humane 
Society of the United States, People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals, the Sierra Club and more are advocating to completely 
eliminate the agricultural industry. HSUS has spent millions of 
dollars to target everything from egg farming in California to 
deer hunting in North Dakota. They oppose the Right to Farm 
because they oppose farmers, ranchers, hunters and all meat 
eaters. We want to pass the Right to Farm amendment now, 
before these radical groups have a chance attack Oklahoma 
agriculturalists. We want to ensure our kids and grandkids 
continue to enjoy the same farms and ranches — and rights — 
as we do today. We are asking Oklahoma voters to support the 
family farmers and ranchers who work hard each day to feed 
and clothe the world.

Oklahoma is a primarily rural state. Why do 
we need to protect farmers and ranchers?

Right to Farm will give Oklahoma farmers and ranchers another 
tool in their toolbox to defend themselves from unnecessary 
laws and regulations. By guarding against overly restrictive laws 
and regulations that limit the ability of farmers and ranchers to 
decide the best production methods, Right to Farm will ensure 
consumers continue to have the power to choose the food and 
fiber best for them. If the amendment is passed, Oklahoma 
courts ultimately will determine the scope of Right to Farm. 
However, the amendment gives farmers and ranchers a degree 
of protection they currently lack and need for the future. 

What will Right to Farm do?
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with John Collison,
OKFB Vice President of Public Policy and Media Relations

/Yeson777

@YesOn777

To get involved, contact:

Oklahoma Farm Bureau 
Public Policy Department

405.530.2681

or visit the Right to Farm website at:
www.OklahomaRightToFarm.com

@YesOn777

Right to Farm will create additional constitutional protection 
for farmers and ranchers, giving them a defense against future 
laws that could jeopardize their ability to farm or ranch. The 
amendment will not give farmers and ranchers a blank check. 
All rights still will be subject to reasonable regulation.

What will change if Right to Farm passes?

If you believe in the importance of protecting our state’s 
agricultural heritage, today is the day to get on board with 
the campaign. The most vital aspect of the campaign at this 
point is fundraising. At OKFB, we’ve challenged each of our 
county Farm Bureaus to donate $10,000, and several have 
already contributed. We also need funds from individuals. In 
a campaign such as this, it is imperative to raise money early. 
If the anti-agriculture groups see we are serious about this 
campaign, they will back off and realize Oklahoma is not worth 
their time. 
	 We also need your presence and influence in your community. 
It’s important that you share SQ777 with your friends and 
family. Our well-trained staff is prepared to speak at any of your 
community gatherings such as churches, civic organizations 
and youth organizations. Although it will not be voted on for 
another year, it is crucial we begin now. Agriculture always has 
been important to our state — let’s stand together to make sure 
it stays that way!

You've sold me. How do I get involved?



14  —  Oklahoma Country

FORWARD FOUNDATION

By Amanda Rosholt
Director of Fundraising and Public Relations for the Oklahoma Farming and Ranching Foundation

OSU students team up to tell true story of agriculture

ehind every successful agricultural operation 
are people who have a unique story. Seed 

manufacturers, producers, veterinarians and 
everyone in between provide opportunities to 
learn more about production agriculture and rural 
life.
	 The Oklahoma Farming and Ranching 
Foundation is proud to help tell the stories of the 
families involved in agriculture in our state. We 
are honored to support and encourage the next 
generation of individuals who will work to share 
our message and advocate for agriculture.
	 We are excited for the opportunity to work 
with students from Oklahoma State University, and one of the 
best agricultural communications departments in the country, 
to expand the Oklahoma Farming and Ranching Foundation’s 
Producer Perspective series. 
	 “This partnership makes perfect sense,” said Shelly Sitton, 
professor of agricultural communications and academic advisor 
in the Department of Agricultural Education, Communications 
and Leadership at OSU. 
	 “Our students are gaining real-world experience, writing 
feature stories about the outstanding individuals involved in 
Oklahoma agriculture," she said.
	 While outside groups are focused on telling the general 
public what they think is wrong in production agriculture, the 
Oklahoma Farming and Ranching Foundation is focused on 
sharing what we’re doing right. And it is effective. Research 
shows that consumers trust farmers and ranchers. In fact, 
consumers ranked farmers as the most trusted source of 
information for agricultural food production according to a 2014 
study conducted by Bayer CropScience. 
	 About half of the population around the world today lives in 
cities. Fast forward to 2050 and it is estimated that 80 percent 

of people will live in urban areas. Giving urban populations an 
opportunity to meet the individuals who are producing their 
food, fuel and fiber through stories like these is essential to 
keeping them connected to agriculture. 
	 Many consumers desire the benefits of modern agriculture, 
but they are apprehensive about the technology it involves. 
Farmers and ranchers are the key to bridging that gap. More 
than half of American consumers say they would like to talk 
to a farmer, even though over 90 percent of them have no 
connection with agriculture or farming. 
	 Consumers have a desire to learn more from the producers 
themselves and this series gives them an opportunity to do 
so. Follow the Producer Perspective series on the Oklahoma 
Farming and Ranching Foundation website,  
www.OkFarmingAndRanchingFoundation.org and help share 
the stories on social media. Together, we will continue to make 
an impact.

Giving urban populations an 
opportunity to meet the individuals 

who are producing their food, fuel 
and fiber is essential to keeping them 
connected to agriculture.

— Amanda Rosholt
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	 The Oklahoma Farming and Ranching Foundation is honored 
to recognize Comanche County Farm Bureau for its continued 
support. Through the vision and leadership of former President 
Don Hankins, Comanche County joined the Oklahoma Farming 
and Ranching Foundation as a founding member in 2011.
	 Recently, the Comanche County Farm Bureau board of 
directors voted to continue its strong support of the Foundation 
with a platinum level donation. Current President Kerry Givens 
serves on the Oklahoma Farming and Ranching Foundation 
board of directors as a representative for Comanche County.
	 “Comanche County Farm Bureau is committed to moving 
agriculture forward,” Givens said. “Supporting the Oklahoma 

Comanche County Farm Bureau board of directors continue to support the Oklahoma Farming and Ranching Foundation through a 
monetary donation in August.

Farming and Ranching Foundation gives us an opportunity to 
ensure that our children and grandchildren will enjoy the same 
farming and ranching opportunities we are blessed with today.”
	 Other members of the Comanche County Farm Bureau board 
of directors are: Damon Doye, vice president (Lawton); Benny 
Taylor, secretary (Elgin); Don Fischer, treasurer (Chattanooga); 
Wayne Kiser, director (Elgin); Edward Bard, director (Lawton); 
Stuart Henderson, director (Lawton); Adam Bohl, director 
(Chattanooga); and Russell Kirz, director (Lawton.)
	 This is a huge financial commitment for a county, and the 
Foundation is so appreciative of its continued support to protect 
and promote production agriculture in Oklahoma. 

Comanche County Farm Bureau continues support of Foundation
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dam Bohl stands in his dryland cotton field in late 
August. He walks down the rows, pointing out various 

shades of pink f lowers that will soon become bolls of cotton. 
As he picks up a boll shed from its plant, he talks about years 
when his rows were lined with fallen bolls. But this year, 
although hesitant, he seems positive.
	 A fifth-generation farmer, Bohl said his family has 
produced cotton since the 1960s and 1970s. His parents’ 
families were instrumental in constructing the Tri-County 
Gin just outside of his hometown of Chattanooga, Oklahoma.
	 While cotton has played a large role in the Bohl family 
farm, wheat is still its primary crop. This year, however, the 

wheat crop was less than ideal. On average, his wheat yielded 
15 bushels per acre.
	 “Our wheat was one of the biggest letdowns I’ve had in 
several years,” he said. “It looked like a very good crop early 
on, but it just wasn’t there at harvest.”
	 Traditionally, wheat is Oklahoma’s No. 1 commodity. But 
when it fails, Oklahoma farmers have other options to fall 
back on — summer-planted crops like cotton, corn and milo.
	 Bohl’s wheat was disappointing, but the summer rains 
provided hope for a promising cotton crop this fall.
	 “We’re either going to have slightly above average or 
potentially one of the best crops in history,” Bohl said.
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	 Like all farmers in the world, Bohl is reliant upon the weather. 
Without rain at just the right time, his crops will suffer.
	 “We’re very dependent on Mother Nature,” he said.
	 But the Comanche County Farm Bureau board member 
also has help from a technological advancement – genetically 
modified cotton.
	 “I know GMOs sound scary to a lot of people,” he said. “In 
reality, all they’re doing is taking a year to do what would’ve 
been 10 years.”
	 This year, Bohl said his Roundup-ready cotton “made all the 
difference.”
	 His fields were too wet to plow, so weeds stood in the field as 
he planted the crop. Because it was Roundup-ready, Bohl was 
able to spray the crop with herbicide without harming it.
	 “The Roundup-ready cotton has allowed us to better farm a 
larger area than we could have previously,” he said.
	 Bohl said his cotton also is bred with bollworm resistance, 
which prevents the need to spray for insecticide.
	 A prosperous cotton crop is important, Bohl said. An average 
year versus a good year could mean a difference of $200 per 
acre, compared to only $30 to $40 with wheat, he said.
	 In a year with an unsuccessful wheat crop, a good cotton crop 
can help make up the difference.
	 “It’s very nice to have the potential [for a good crop] right 
now,” he said.
	 Just ask Steve Clark, Alfalfa County Farm Bureau YF&R 
chairman, who planted around 500 acres of corn and yielded 

between 110- and 130-bushels per acre.
	 Like most Oklahoma wheat farmers, Clark’s wheat crop was 
discouraging this year. 
	 “The wheat just didn’t yield what we were hoping it would,” 
Clark said.
	 But the wet spring and summer provided a successful corn 
harvest and helped supplement his farm’s income.
	 Clark farms around 3,000 acres with his father and 
grandfather in Burlington, Oklahoma. The family operation is 
mostly wheat and cattle, but also includes corn, milo, alfalfa, 
beans and even sesame.
	 Corn is a high-risk crop, but Clark said it has done well over 
the last few years. Because of the high cost of seed and other 
inputs, he takes quite a gamble in producing corn. 
	 A variety of technologies help Clark produce a successful crop 
including no-till, auto steer, grid sampling and seed technology.
	 “When I was younger, we were conventional farmers,” he said. 
“We would plow, chisel and disk. Then we got a hold of the no-
till bug.”
	 Clark said his genetically modified corn variety is bred 
for drought tolerance and helps him easily produce 100- to 
120-bushel per acre yields. He also said it contributes to safer 
and better overall crop.
	 “The (genetically modified) plant is healthier and has a better 
end product to use,” he said.
	 Producing a good corn crop is even more important for 
Clark, as his farm is vertically integrated. Most of the grain he 
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cotton

milo

The plant produces a white flower 
that turns dark pink and dries up.  

It then forms a boll of cotton.

Milo production has exploded in Oklahoma 
from 11.5 million bushels in 2005 to  

17.3 million bushels in 2014 (USDA NASS).

produces feeds his cattle throughout the winter. 
	 “Because we have to use corn in our rations every year, the 
corn we can raise is very beneficial,” Clark said. “If it’s a drier 
year and it doesn’t yield quite what we hope it will, we would 
have to buy the corn somewhere else and have it shipped here.”
	 When his corn and other summer-planted crops do well, it 
lessens the burden of a failed wheat crop.
	 “Wheat is traditionally the major crop in this area,” Clark said. 
“But when you get summer rains, we’ve had a lot better luck 
with summer crops. They’re a great addition.”
	 Zac Harris also appreciates the success of his summer-planted 
crops, especially after a poor wheat harvest.
	 “All in all, the wheat was a disappointment,” Harris said, as he 
stood in his milo field mid-harvest.
	 The Oklahoma Farm Bureau Young Farmers and Ranchers 
chairman farms with his father near Hobart, Oklahoma. 
	 Harris said his family farm has always produced more wheat 
than any other crop. But he remembers helping his dad harvest 
cotton growing up.
	 “When I was little, I would sleep in the hallway so my dad 
would have to walk over me and wouldn’t leave me,” he said, 
laughing. “I was helping my dad all the time.”
	 Since returning to the farm after graduating from Oklahoma 
State University, the young farmer has tried a variety of crops 
and diversified his operation. This year in addition to wheat, he 
planted alfalfa and milo.
	 “We’ve always had a different crop so we’re not putting all our 
eggs in one basket,” Harris said. “It spreads our risk. We’re not 
solely dependent on one crop and one time of year.”
	 For Harris, a good milo crop helps offset his disappointing 
wheat crop.
	 “Milo seems to be, at least for us, the new king around here,” 
he said. “I only wish I had another 1,000 or 2,000 acres, the way 
the summer’s been with rainfall.”
	 While rainfall is one of the biggest factors in a successful crop, 
Harris said technologies also aid in his ability to produce a crop.
	 “We are primarily no-till now,” he said. “We’re able to farm 
more acres than we were in the past with the same amount of 
time and labor.”
	 No-till reduces the amount of inputs on each field, allowing 
Harris to farm more acres in a shorter period of time.
	 Harris also uses specific varieties of milo bred for drought-
resistance, which can be helpful when Oklahoma experiences 
long lapses of rainfall.
	 “Crops nowadays are bred for higher yields, more drought 
tolerance and more adaptability in any region,” he said.
	 Technology has increased efficiency and profitability, but 
farmers always will be forced to take risks.
	 “There’s so much volatility in our livelihood anymore,” Harris 
said. “It’s just crazy the risk we sometimes put on the table to 
feed and clothe the world.”
	 Oklahoma farmers will face challenges when producing 
a crop, but with help from the weather and technological 
advancements, they can continue to do what they love – 
maintain a safe, abundant and affordable food supply.
	 “You just take advantage of a wet spring and summer and 
raise some really good crops,” Clark said. “I wouldn’t want to do 
anything else.” 

corn
38 percent of corn grown in the U.S.  
is used as feed for livestock (NCGA).
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CONVENTION PREVIEW

2015 Oklahoma Farm Bureau Convention

A heritage worth preserving, a future worth protecting

klahoma Farm Bureau members from across the state 
will meet at the Cox Convention Center in downtown 

Oklahoma City Nov. 13-15 for OKFB's 74th annual meeting.
	 This year’s convention theme of “A Heritage Worth 
Preserving, A Future Worth Protecting” focuses on the 
importance of fighting for agriculture and rural Oklahoma. The 
annual event serves as a premier opportunity for Oklahoma 
farmers and ranchers to gather together and make their voices 
heard as they set organizational policy and give direction for the 
upcoming state legislative session.
	 The meeting also includes presentation of numerous OKFB 
awards, the election of three district directors, a trade show, 
general sessions and selection of delegates for the American 
Farm Bureau annual meeting in 2016.
	 New this year, the OKFB awards program will take place 

during the first general session on Friday afternoon, giving 
convention attendees an evening to spend in Oklahoma City. 
Convention goers also can learn about the State Question 777 
campaign at the Right to Farm Ice Cream Social held Friday 
afternoon.
	 Lorrie Morgan, country music singer and songwriter, will 
entertain members on Nov. 14 at 7 p.m. following the annual 
OKFB banquet. Tickets are $32 and will be available for purchase 
in the trade show area of the convention center.
	 The Residence Inn Marriott is still taking reservations and 
may be contacted at 405-601-1700. For more information, 
contact Melisa Neal at 405-523-2475.
	 The tentative convention schedule and information is 
included on the following page. For the latest convention 
information, please visit www.okfarmbureau.org.	

Oklahoma Farm Bureau convention to be held Nov. 13 – 15  
in Oklahoma City
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CONVENTION SCHEDULE
	 Schedule is current as of press time. Updated schedules will be posted online at okfarmbureau.org. 
	 The final schedule will be distributed at convention.

Friday, November 13
8 a.m.				    Credentials Committee Breakfast
9 a.m.				    Registration Opens
10 a.m.				    YF&R Discussion Meet Round 1
10 a.m.				    YF&R Excellence in Agriculture Judging
10 a.m.				    Trade Show Opens
10:45 a.m.			   YF&R Discussion Meet Round 2
11:15 a.m.			   State Board Meeting and Luncheon
11:30 a.m.			   Women's Leadership Committee Luncheon
11:30 a.m.			   YF&R Discussion Meet Finals and Luncheon
1:30 p.m.			   Opening Session – Awards Program
4:30 p.m.			   Right to Farm Ice Cream Social
5 p.m.				    OKAgFund Meeting
5 p.m.				    YF&R Dinner and Caucus
5 p.m.				    Commodity Meeting

Saturday, November 14
7:30 a.m.			   Flapjack Fundraiser
7:30 a.m.			   Credentials Committee Breakfast
7:30 a.m.			   Financial Review Committee Breakfast
7:30 a.m.			   Resolutions Committee Breakfast
8 a.m.				    Registration Opens
8 a.m.				    Trade Show Opens
8:45 a.m.			   OFBMIC Policyholders Meeting
9:30 a.m.			   General Session
12 p.m.				    Credentials Committee Meeting
12:30 p.m.			   Women's Leadership Committee Gavel Club Luncheon
1:30 p.m.			   District Caucuses (Districts 2, 4 and 8)
2:15 p.m.			   General Session
6 p.m.				    OKAgFund Reception
7 p.m.				    Dinner and Entertainment featuring Lorrie Morgan*
			   	 *Tickets are $32 and can be purchased in the trade show area.

Sunday, November 15
7:30 a.m.			   County Presidents Breakfast
7:30 a.m.			   Women's Leadership Committee Chairman's Breakfast
7:30 a.m.			   Breakfast of Champions
9:15 a.m.			   Memorial and Worship Service
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Farmers and ranchers all have a common friend – and sometimes 
enemy – called rain. Crops and livestock cannot survive without it. 
what if producers never had to worry about having enough water? 

n average, 36 million acre-feet of water flow out of the 
state of Oklahoma each year, according to the Oklahoma 

Water Resources Board. That’s more than 11 trillion gallons of 
water and nearly 18 times the amount of water used annually 
in Oklahoma.
	 At the same time, the past few years were marked by a 
devastating drought in Oklahoma. Farmers, ranchers and 
landowners across the state suffered catastrophic losses, all 
because of a lack of water.
	 Then came May, Oklahoma’s wettest month on record. At 
one point, the Tulsa Port of Catoosa released nearly 8 trillion 
gallons in two months — equivalent to 11 days of water usage 
by the entire U.S. population.
	 What if that water could be captured? What if technology 
existed to trap water and store it for later use?
	 It does.
	 Rather than waiting for the rain to fall, Oklahomans can 
take action into their own hands when planning for future 
water needs.
	 In its 2012 Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Plan, the 
OWRB analyzed the costs of water transfer in Oklahoma. 

Construction of a water transport system from eastern 
Oklahoma to western Oklahoma would cost around $13 
billion to $14 billion. Additionally, maintenance of such a 
system is estimated to cost around $550,000 per year.
	 Despite the enormous costs, the board learned 
transporting water smaller distances is a feasible option. 
According to the OCWP, “Smaller scale regional conveyance 
systems may be viable options for eliminating projected 
water shortages and should be investigated.”
	 The City of Oklahoma City is an example.
	 Although water transfer seems like an enormous process, 
Oklahoma City has moved water for more than half a 
century.
	 Jim Couch, city manager of the City of Oklahoma City, 
said it is just a matter of engineering.
	 “It’s engineering,” Couch said. “It’s not all that 
complicated.”
	 The City of Oklahoma City has transferred water from 
southeast Oklahoma since the early 1960s. 
	 “Originally, it comes from Lake Atoka,” he said. “We pump 
that water 100 miles up the hill to Lake Draper.”
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	 Once the water reaches Lake Draper near Moore, Oklahoma, it 
is treated and enters the city’s water system.
	 The four-year water project that built Lake Atoka, Lake 
Draper, the 100-mile pipeline and six pump stations began in 
1959, Couch said.
	 About 20 years ago, Couch said the city supplemented Lake 
Atoka with water from McGee Creek, just outside of Atoka.
	 The City of Oklahoma City provides water not only for its 
residents, but also for residents in surrounding communities 
including Edmond, Norman, Moore, Yukon, Piedmont, Warr 
Acres, Mustang, Shawnee, Newcastle, Tuttle and others. It also 
helps provide water to rural water districts.
	 “No matter how well we do with water, and we’ve done very 
well with water, there’s never enough,” Couch said. “Just like 
you can never have enough police officers. You can always do 
more with more resources. It’s always a concern.”
	 To add to its current supply, the city also is building another 
pipeline parallel to the existing pipeline, Couch said. 
	 So is the city of Oklahoma City taking southeast Oklahoma’s 
water?
	 “We never take anyone’s water,” Couch said. “Water is owned 
by the state of Oklahoma and is appropriated to users that can 
use it for beneficial use.”
	 The city maintains appropriative rights from the OWRB 
dating back around 55 years, Couch said.
	 The water, however, is not cheap.
	 “Southeast water is more expensive,” Couch said. “It’s an 
expensive process to get that water.”
	 The energy cost alone for the six pumping stations along the 
100-mile, 60-inch pipeline is estimated to be anywhere from 18 
to 22 cents per thousand gallons. The city is able to afford the 
project because of its large rate base.
	 Although water transfer is an available option for providing 
farmers and ranchers with water in the future, a project of this 
kind would be a massive and expensive undertaking.
	 “It’s really a matter of economics,” Couch said. “It’s very costly 
what you have to pay for and what you have to do. What we 
charge for water, you know $2 per thousand gallons, is not a 
range of water costs most people would be able to pay. There are 

some economic considerations that need to be brought into 
play.”
	 Transferring water is possible, but alone it will not solve 
the whole problem. Once the water is transferred and stored 
in aboveground reservoirs, it remains subject to evaporation.
	 “In Oklahoma, we lose as much or more water from our 
reservoirs through just natural evaporation than we do 
actual consumption of water, particularly the further west 
you go,” said JD Strong, OWRB executive director.
	 Oklahoma sits on top of numerous aquifers, which are 
basically underground water storage containers. Many 
farmers and ranchers, particularly in western Oklahoma, 
draw water from these aquifers for crops and livestock. Water 
stored underground in an aquifer is protected from both 
contamination and evaporation.
	 “We’ve got big, vast underground lakes that we have the 
ability to store water in until we need it,” Strong said.
	 Aquifers naturally restore themselves at a slow rate, 
typically only inches per year, although the rate of recharge 
varies depending on the aquifer. 
	 Using technology known as artificial recharge, water can 
be injected into an aquifer and stored for later use.
	 “Instead of simply waiting for natural rainfall to recharge 
those aquifers at a really slow rate, we can augment that 
by also capturing any excess water we have right now and 
injecting it into those underground reservoirs for when we 
need it,” Strong said.
	 Before being injected into the ground, the water must be 
partially treated. Essentially, the water pumped into the 
ground should be at least a little better than the raw water in 
the aquifer, Strong said.
	 “Artificial recharge is being done a lot in western United 
States and we hope we’ll see it in Oklahoma,” he said.
	 An aquifer recharge project around Hollis, Oklahoma, is 
the only one of its kind in the state at this point. Established 
in the 1980s, Strong said the small-scale project helps 
recharge the Blaine aquifer. 
	 “It’s not even close to the scale we need to see, but it 
demonstrates that it can be done here,” Strong said.



28  —  Oklahoma Country

	 Rather than injection, the Hollis project utilizes gravity flow 
by capturing rainwater and letting it flow down into the aquifer.
	 Strong said Wichita, Kansas, also has a large project that 
captures high flows of water from the Arkansas River, partially 
treats it, and pumps it underground for future use.
	 Although expensive, Strong said aquifer recharge projects are 
viable in Oklahoma. The OWRB is willing to assist individuals 
looking to establish a project, he said.
	 “We’re willing to hold people’s hands and help them out 
all that we can,” he said. “We hope to see a heck of a lot more 
(aquifer recharge) in Oklahoma, for sure.”
	 In its 2012 Oklahoma Comprehensive Water Report, the 
OWRB recommended three sites in Oklahoma for artificial 
recharge including Ada, Eakly and Woodward. The board also 
identified two alternative sites near Durant and Enid.  
	 Strong said regions across Oklahoma should band together to 
attack such large, long-term water projects.
	 “If you’ve got more communities pitching in, then you can 
afford to do a much larger water project than if you just had 
cities, towns or rural water districts off trying to do all these 
things on their own,” Strong said.
	 While Oklahoma has several options to consider in planning 
for future water needs, there is no one solution. Individuals 
and organizations from various backgrounds, industries and 
perspectives must join together to ensure Oklahomans never 
has to live without an abundant water supply.  
	 As Nobel Prize-winning author John Steinbeck said, “It never 
failed that during the dry years, the people forgot about the rich 
years, and during the wet years they lost memory of the dry 
years. It was always that way.”
	 “When the rain comes, it is easy to forget about the 
devastating years without it,” said John Collison, OKFB vice 
president of public policy. “But drought is cyclical. It will come 
again. The question is not if, but when?”
	 Oklahoma farmers and ranchers should not have to worry 
about water.
	 “The technologies exist,” Collison said. “It's time to find a way 
to make them happen in Oklahoma.” 
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By Trisha Gedon
Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service

COUNTRY GARDENING

Winter beauty abounds in Oklahoma landscapes

s Oklahomans enjoy crisp fall days, they may begin 
noticing the bright colorful f lowers of summer are being 

replaced by the rich red, yellow and orange leaves; a real 
indicator winter is on the way.
	 Fortunately for gardening enthusiasts, vibrant colors in the 
landscape do not have to fade when winter rolls around.
	 David Hillock, Oklahoma State University Cooperative 
Extension consumer horticulturist, said Oklahoma is a 
wonderful place to enjoy colorful landscapes all year long.
	 “Granted, you won’t be seeing brightly colored tulips or 
delicate roses in the middle of winter, but there are plenty of 
other options available that can add color and visual interest in 
the winter,” Hillock said. “But first, it’s important to think about 
what truly constitutes beauty in the landscape.”
	 Aside from the obvious of beautiful f lowers, there are other 
attributes that add to a beautiful landscape. And one thing 
to keep in mind is beauty is in the eye of the beholder. While 
f lowers are easy on the eyes, consider bark colors, shapes and 
patterns; leaf shape or structure; or showy fruit or seed heads 
when thinking about beauty.
	 Something else to consider is some plants known for their 
winter beauty may not be the best species if selections were 
based on the typical reason to include it in the landscape.
	 For example, the London planetree will not be found on a list 
of top trees for Oklahoma, but the bark can be stunning. These 
trees must be sited carefully for gardeners to enjoy their beauty 
while tolerating their dropping branches and large leaves.

	 Other trees with decorative bark and twigs include the 
heritage river birch, winged elm, lacebark elm, Japanese kerria, 
Harry Lauder’s walkingstick and the yellowtwig dogwood.
	 For visual interest later in the season, consider witchhazel, 
which is fragrant November through March; or winter jasmine, 
which responds to the slightest degree of warmer weather.
	 Hillock said other good choices include winter honeysuckle 
and pansies.
	 “Winter honeysuckle opens in January, typically peaks in 
February and often is still f lowering through mid-March,” 
he said. “Although it may not be the showiest of f lowers, it 
definitely is among the most fragrant.”
	 Do not overlook the use of evergreen and semi-evergreen 
plants. Be sure to include broadleaf types such as Aucuba, 
Mahonia and Viburnum.
	 “When considering your winter landscape, don’t forget about 
ornamental grasses and sedges. These grasses offer interesting 
vertical texture, as well as f lowering heads that change in color 
as they mature,” Hillock said.
	 Gardeners who simply want some quick, easy color in the 
landscape, can plant pansies. They are available in several 
colors and can be planted now. These f lowers definitely add 
visual interest to any landscape. Kale and cabbage also are good 
choices to plant in October. As an added bonus, many annuals 
and perennials are still blooming from the summer, so it can be 
relatively easy to achieve a lot of color in the landscape during 
October.

TulipsRiver burch bark



October 2015  — 31

	 The holly plant is an excellent addition to a landscape as its 
fruit may be red, orange, yellow or black throughout the winter. 
Other plants, such as buckthorn, black chokeberry, euonymus 
and the Kentucky coffeetree all have beautifully colored or 
interesting fruit that appears throughout the winter.
	 Hillock said in order to get a jump start on spring color, now is 
a great time to plant bulbs such as tulips. Keep in mind the heat 
of the summer, not the cold of winter, kills bulbs. 
	 Continue planting spring bulbs in November, as well as 
kale, pansies and cabbage. As the leaves begin to fall and 
Thanksgiving plans are being made, it is the time when 
attractive bark and fruits will become more apparent.
	 December can be a challenging time for gardeners, but 
there is still time to plant spring bulbs. Witchhazel and winter 
jasmine may also be in bloom by then.
	 If Oklahoma experiences a warm week in January, the 
warmth will trigger winter honeysuckle. Gardeners who planted 
pansies in the fall are establishing themselves for an exquisite 
show by early to mid-February.
	 “As we turn the corner into winter and later head into spring, 
keep a close eye on your f lowering bulbs. They should bloom 
well into May,” Hillock said. “Also, f lowering shrubs and trees 
will begin to shake off that winter chill and begin to bloom. So 
don’t worry about not having an interesting landscape through 
the fall and winter months. There will be plenty of things to 
catch your eye.” 

Ilex deciduaHarry Lauder's Walking Stick
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ALL AROUND OKLAHOMA

Three county Farm Bureaus donate to State Question  
777 campaign

omanche County Farm Bureau, 
Cotton County Farm Bureau and 

Stephens County Farm Bureau each 
recently donated $10,000 to the State 
Question 777 campaign. The Cotton 
County Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership 
Committee also contributed $500 to the 
campaign.
	 At August Area Meetings during the 
middle of August, county Farm Bureaus 
across Oklahoma were challenged to 
donate $10,000 to the SQ777 campaign. 
Although it will not appear on the ballot 
until November 2016, it is important to 
raise money early as out-of-state interests 
such as the Humane Society of the United 

States, People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals and other anti-agriculture 
activists will pour money into Oklahoma 
to prevent the measure from passing.
	 "We are proud of the Comanche 
County, Cotton County and Stephens 
County Farm Bureaus for investing in 
the future of agriculture in Oklahoma," 
said John Collison, OKFB vice president 
of public policy and media relations. "To 
be successful, the State Question 777 
campaign must have support from Farm 
Bureau members and agriculturalists 
across the state."
	 SQ 777, or the Right to Farm, is a 
state constitutional amendment to 

protect Oklahoma's family farmers and 
ranchers from unreasonable government 
interference and attacks by out-of-state 
interests. If approved by voters, farmers 
and ranchers in Oklahoma will have 
additional constitutional protections they 
currently lack and need.
	 To learn more about the 
SQ 777 campaign, visit www.
OklahomaRightToFarm.com, like Yes on 
777 on Facebook and follow @Yeson777 
on Twitter.

Comanche County Farm Bureau board members present OKFB District 4 Director Jimmy Wayne Kinder (third from left) with a $10,000 
donation to the State Question 777 campaign. Two other county Farm Bureaus donated including Cotton County and Stephens County.
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Wilke selected for Woman of the Year program
onica Wilke, executive director 
of Oklahoma Farm Bureau and 

Affiliated Companies, was selected as 
one of The Journal Record’s “50 Making 
a Difference” for 2015 in August. Part of 
The Journal Record’s Woman of the Year 
program, the award recognizes Oklahoma 
women excelling in professional 
leadership and community activities.
	 Wilke received her honor at a gala 
event at the National Cowboy and 
Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma 
City in early October.
	 Wilke is a member of several legal 
and community organizations. She has 
served as president of the Oklahoma 
Diamond Hats, a women's leadership 
group that provides scholarships to 
agriculture youth, and she received 
that organization’s highest honor of 

OKFB staff, 
leaders attend 
Lucas portrait 
unveiling
OKFB staff and leaders celebrate 
Congressman Frank Lucas' portrait 
unveiling in the U.S. House Agriculture 
Committee meeting room on June 23. 
The portrait will be displayed to honor 
Lucas' service as chairman of the House 
Agriculture Committee. Pictured from 
left: John Collison, OKFB vice president 
of public policy and media relations; 
Lucas; LeeAnna McNally, OKFB director of 
national affairs; and Rodd Moesel, OKFB 
district 3 director.

Agriculture Woman of the Year for 2010. 
	 She also serves her community 
through membership in the Junior 
League of Oklahoma City, the Oklahoma 
FFA Foundation Board and Women’s 
Leadership Exchange.
	 Agriculture and rural Oklahoma have 
been a part of Wilke’s life since she was 
a child. Having grown up on a farm in 
the southwestern Oklahoma town of 
Grandfield, she was actively involved in 
4-H and FFA. 
	 Wilke attributes most of her success 
to having grown up in a rural Oklahoma 
town where agriculture was "the way of 
life".

Monica Wilke
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August Area Meetings begin grassroots policy 
development process

n mid-August, Oklahoma Farm Bureau 
members met across the state to engage 

in the first step of the organization’s 
grassroots policy development process — 
August Area Meetings. 
	 At the meetings, members heard from 
various Farm Bureau leaders about this 
year’s legislative session, and voiced 
concerns and ideas about issues in 
agriculture.
	 Popular topics included water, feral 
hogs, GMO labeling and State Question 

777, or Right to Farm. 
	 Members now will take policy ideas 
discussed at August Area Meetings 
to county resolution meetings. Once 
drafted, potential policies approved by 
the counties will be sent to the state 
resolutions meeting in October, where 
approved resolutions will be put before 
the delegates at OKFB’s annual meeting 
in November.
	 "The dedication of our members allows 
Oklahoma Farm Bureau to be a continual 

leader in agricultural policy," said John 
Collison, OKFB vice president of public 
policy and media relations.
	 OKFB would like to thank its members 
for their active involvement in the 
grassroots development process. 
	 To get involved with the policy 
development process, contact a local 
county Farm Bureau office or call the 
OKFB Public Policy Division at 405-523-
2300.

District 1 District 2

District 7 District 9
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The dedication of 
our members 

allows Oklahoma 
Farm Bureau to be a 
continual leader in 
agricultural policy.

— John Collison

District 5 District 6

District 8

District 4 District 3
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Save on IHG, AT&T, Cat equipment and USAPetMeds
klahoma Farm Bureau is proud to 
announce two new member benefit 

offers that add to a long list of exclusive 
savings for OKFB members.
	 InterContinental Hotel Group and 
AT&T are now offering special discounts 
for all OKFB members.
	 IHG, a new member benefit partner, 
offers a 10 percent discount at more than 
1,400 participating IHG brand hotels 
including InterContinental®, Crowne 
Plaza®, Hotel Indigo®, Holiday Inn®, 
Holiday Inn Express®, Staybridge Suites®, 
Candlewood Suites®, EVEN™ Hotels and 
HUALUXE® Hotels and Resorts.
	 IHG’s nine hotel brands include some 
of the best-known and most popular 
in the world with a portfolio covering 
everything from luxurious upscale 
hotels in the world’s major cities and 
resorts to reliable family-oriented hotels 
offering great service and value. IHG has 
more guest rooms than any other hotel 

company in the world.
	 OKFB members can sign up and save 
on AT&T wireless phone coverage that 
blankets Oklahoma with blazing 4G 
LTE speed. Save up to 10 percent on 
qualifying services from AT&T wireless. 
When visiting a local AT&T store, 
provide proof of eligibility with an OKFB 
membership card. 
	 OKFB members also can save up 
to $2,000 when buying or leasing a 
qualifying Cat® Backhoe Loader, Wheel 
Loader, Mini Hydraulic Excavator, 
Multi Terrain Loader, Skid Steer Loader, 
Compact Track Loader, Telehandler 
or Small Dozer. The discount can be 
combined with any current retail 
discounts, promotions, rebates or 
offers available through Caterpillar 
or its dealers, with the exception of 
other membership purchase incentives 
(excluding the NCBA membership 
incentive). 

	 Visit fbadvantage.com/cat to print your 
Membership Verification Certificate. 
Must present certificate at time of 
purchase or lease quote to receive the 
discount.
	 Also, enjoy savings on expenses for 
the animals under your care using 
USAPetMeds, a comprehensive online 
mail order that features pet and livestock 
specialty foods, animal grooming 
supplies, animal supplements and an 
online pharmacy that focuses solely on 
prescriptions for animals.
	 Save an average of 55 percent on 
generics and 15 percent on brand-name 
drugs using the new OKFB drug savings 
card. The free card is accepted at over 80 
percent of pharmacies nationwide and 
does not expire. 
	 For more information about OKFB’s 
member benefit programs, contact Jennie 
Bruning by calling the home office at 
405-523-2300.

OKFB women donate to State Question 777 campaign
OKFB Women's 
Leadership 
Committee 
Chairman Kitty 
Beavers (left) and 
WLC Coordinator 
Marcia Irvin (right) 
present a $10,000 
check to OKFB 
President Tom 
Buchanan for the 
State Question 777 
campaign. OKFB 
WLC was one of 
the first groups 
to donate to the 
campaign.
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OKFB communications win national awards
klahoma Farm Bureau Corporate 
Communications Division won 

top communications awards at the 
American Farm Bureau Federation’s 
Strategic Policy, Advocacy, Resources 
and Communications Conference June 
16-18 in Charlotte, North Carolina. OKFB 
brought home the most awards, following 
Iowa and Texas.
	 Dustin Mielke, director of corporate 
communications, won Best Single Photo 
and Best Graphic Design. Sam Knipp, 
director of corporate communications, 
brought home the award for Best Audio 
News Story.
	 The communications professionals 
competed against state Farm Bureaus 
across the country, many of which are 
much larger than OKFB.

The NEW DR® Leaf Vacuum is designed from the top down 
to make yard clean up easier, faster, and more thorough than 
ever before. And for a limited time we are offering them at 
incredible low introductory prices!

Unload with just one hand!

Doubles as a utility trailer!

LOWEST PRICE EVER
on DR® Leaf and Lawn Vacuums!     

Rated #1 in Vacuum Power

Easy, 1-Hand Dumping 

Stores Flat in Minutes

Converts to a Rugged Utility Trailer

    Call for FREE DVD and Catalog!

888-208-5755
DRleafvac.com
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Starting at 
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Models

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY
Call or go online for details.

FREE SHIPPING
1 YEAR TRIAL

OFBMIC offers 
online access to 
policy holders

n a fast-paced, need-it-now world, 
consumers are becoming more 

independent and need important records 
and information at a click of the mouse or 
swipe of a smartphone. Oklahoma Farm 
Bureau Mutual Insurance Co. now offers 
its members the OKFB Insured Portal.
	 The online tool allows members to 
check membership status and print 
documents related to policies including 
declarations, invoices, security 
verification forms and more. Members 
also may view policy details, payment 
history and claims history. Users also can 
make premium payments with a debit, 
checking, or savings account.
	 To access the tool, visit www.
okfarminsurance.com and click, “Login to 
my Insurance.”   
	 Need technical support? Call the OKFB 
Help Desk at 405-530-2600 or email 
support@okfb.org.
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YF&R members flock to Stillwater for annual meeting
klahoma Farm Bureau’s Young 
Farmers and Ranchers held 

its annual conference July 10-11 in 
Stillwater, where more than 50 young 
agriculturalists gathered to learn about 
agriculture, expand their leadership 
capabilities and make connections.
	 The group of young leaders from 
around the state heard from a variety of 
presenters on a wide range of agricultural 
topics during the two-day event.
	 Jane McGuire with the Center for Food 
Integrity presented CFI’s Engage training, 
where attendees learned to how to tell 
their agriculture story by using shared 
values to connect and transparently 
discuss consumers’ food concerns. 
During the session, participants spent 
time developing agricultural messages 
and sharing ideas with fellow young 

agriculturalists.
	 Daniel Bays, California Farm Bureau 
YF&R state committee member, shared 
his experience working on his family’s 
Central Valley farm raising almonds, 
walnuts, tomatoes, cantaloupe and more. 
Bays shared the advances California 
agriculture has made when it comes to 
conserving water, ensuring maximum 
efficiency and minimal waste. Bays 
also discussed the increasing regulatory 
landscape California farmers and 
ranchers face on a daily basis.
	 John Collison, OKFB’s vice president 
of public policy, shared with the group 
the importance of the upcoming state 
constitutional amendment SQ 777 
and how agriculture can help ensure 
its passage. Representatives from SST 
Software in Stillwater showed the group 

SST’s latest mobile app and how it can be 
used in the field for farm management. 
	 The conference was bookended 
by tours. YF&R members opened 
the conference at Oklahoma State 
University’s Robert M. Kerr Food and 
Agricultural Products Center, where they 
learned about FAPC’s mission to help 
Oklahoma individuals and companies 
develop, process, package and market 
new food products and much more. The 
conference concluded after a tour of 
Oklahoma State University’s Athletic 
facilities. 
	 OKFB’s YF&R program is open to Farm 
Bureau members ages 18-35 who are 
interested in education, leadership and 
personal growth in agriculture.
	 To view more photos from the 
conference, visit OKFB's f lickr page.

Top left: Children of YF&R members view Boone Pickens Stadium from a club suite during a tour of OSU Athletic facilities. Bottom left: 
YF&R committee members Travis and Riley Schnaithman attend a conference workshop. Top right: YF&R attendees learn about OSU's 
FAPC during a tour. Bottom right: YF&R committee member Isaac Fisher plays on a bumper boat at White Barn Estates in Stillwater.
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866-245-3633 
FarmCreditECOK.com

LOANS for people 
in the country

Land 
Livestock 
Operating
Equipment

EAST CENTRAL OKLAHOMAR

Farm Credit
of

PLUS! 

    Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 

888-208-5755
DRstumpgrinder.com

TOLL
FREE

The DR® STUMP GRINDER uses carbide-tipped cutting 
teeth (taking 360 “bites” per second) to reduce any stump 
to a pile of woodchips. Grinds stumps below ground level 
so they are gone forever!

QUICKLY ELIMINATE ANY STUMP without digging, burning, 
or chemicals.

NEW, MORE POWERFUL and lower-priced models.

NOW TOWABLE with your riding mower or ATV.

PLUS!

 uses carbide-tipped cutting 
teeth (taking 360 “bites” per second) to reduce any stump 
to a pile of woodchips. Grinds stumps below ground level 

89
03

9X
 ©

 2
01

5

LOWEST 
PRICE
EVER!

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY
Call or go online for details.

FREE SHIPPING
1 YEAR TRIAL

Grind Away ANY 
Size Stump FAST!

•  Faster speeds, up to 60 mph
•  Longer warranty—one year or 1,000 hours
• New power steering option

RSX860i

• Fully independent suspension
• Two- and four-passenger options

available
• Starting at $8,139§

XUV550

XUV825i S4
• 50 hp* EFI, 44 mph (70 km/h)
• Fully independent suspension

$800  OFF2

XUUUUV5V5V5V5V5550505050

3.9%
72 months1

ON ALL GATORS™

$500  OFF2

XUV825i S4

Longer warranty one year or 1,000 hours
• New power steering option

IT TAKES MORE THAN A MAP  
TO GET WHERE YOU’RE GOING. 
GO GATOR.

$500  OFF2

FOR

1Offer from August 5, 2015, until October 30, 2015. Subject to approved credit on a revolving plan account, a service of John Deere Financial, f.s.b. For consumer use only. No down payment required. 3.9% 
for 72 months only. Other special rate and terms may be available, including installment fi nancing and fi nancing for commercial use. Available at participating dealers. Prices and models may vary by dealer.
2Offer from August 5, 2015, until October 30, 2015. $800 off all XUV825i S4/XUV825i; $500 off all XUV550/S4 and RSX860i models. XUV550. Prices are suggested retail prices only and are subject to 
change without notice at any time. Dealer may sell for less. Shown with optional equipment not included in the price. Attachments and implements sold separately. Some restrictions apply; other special rates 
and terms may be available, so see your dealer for details and other fi nancing options. Available at participating dealers. Before operating or riding, always refer to the safety and operating information on the 
vehicle and in the operator’s manual. Actual vehicle top speed may vary based on belt wear, tire selection, vehicle tow weight, fuel condition, terrain and other environmental factors.
The engine horsepower and torque information are provided by the engine manufacturer to be used for comparison purposes only. Actual operating horsepower and torque will be less. Refer to the engine 
manufacturer’s website for additional information. John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.

ARDMORE
PETTIT 

MACHINERY, INC. 
580-223-7722

pettitmachinery.com

DURANT
PETTIT 

MACHINERY, INC.
580-924-4698

pettitmachinery.com

HUGO
PETTIT 

MACHINERY, INC. 
580-326-7556

pettitmachinery.com

PAULS VALLEY
PETTIT 

MACHINERY, INC. 
405-238-3339

pettitmachinery.com
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Milliman, Duncan join OKFB, Martin named director  
of safety services

klahoma Farm Bureau Federation is 
excited to welcome new faces into 

three different roles.
	 Gage Milliman recently joined 
the Oklahoma Farm Bureau Field 
Services Division as the northeast field 
representative. Milliman started with 
OKFB on July 31.
	 In his position, Milliman will assist 13 
Farm Bureau county offices in northeast 
Oklahoma including Adair, Cherokee, 
Craig, Delaware, Mayes, Muskogee, 
Nowata, Okmulgee, Ottawa, Rogers, 
Sequoyah, Tulsa and Wagoner counties.
	 “I have always had a passion for 
agriculture,” Milliman said. “I have 
been a Farm Bureau member and county 
board member for several years. I like 
what Farm Bureau does for farmers and 
ranchers and am looking forward to being 
a part of that success.”
	 A native of Newton, Illinois, Milliman 
received a bachelor’s degree in animal 
science from Southern Illinois University. 
For the past nine years, he has worked for 
Oklahoma State University Extension.
	 Milliman grew up on a corn, soybean, 

wheat and hay farm in south central 
Illinois. He currently raises Charolais 
cattle with his wife, Trista, and son, 
Henry.
	 He enjoys raising cattle, riding horses, 
baseball and the St. Louis Cardinals.
	 Tasha Duncan, a native of Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, recently joined the 
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Public Policy 
Division as a public policy coordinator.
	 Duncan is responsible for Public 
Policy Division scheduling, state Capitol 
visit scheduling, event planning, ethics 
reporting and more. She also will work 
very closely with public policy staff 
to ensure they suit the needs of OKFB 
members.
	 “Farm Bureau seems like a wonderful 
place to go to work every day,” Duncan 
said. “I am very excited to begin working 
toward our goals with such a fabulous 
group of people.”
	 Duncan said the OKFB staff has already 
made her feel welcome.
	 She received her associate’s degree in 
graphic design and photography from 
Oklahoma City Community College.

	 In her free time, Duncan said she 
enjoys photography, traveling, the 
outdoors, baking and spending time with 
her husband, Trevor.
	 Micah Martin, former safety specialist, 
was recently promoted to OKFB director 
of safety services. 
	 As a safety specialist, Martin spent 
most of his time on the road conducting 
various safety workshops. He is now 
transitioning from an educational role to 
a leadership role, he said.
	 “I hope to continue to make Oklahoma 
Farm Bureau a leader in the safety field,” 
he said.
	 In his new position, Martin said he will 
focus on improving safety policies and 
educational equipment. 
	 "Oklahoma Farm Bureau is privileged 
to have the talents and efforts of Gage, 
Tasha and Micah," said Monica Wilke, 
OKFB executive director. "I know all 
three will work hard to make sure our 
members' needs are met."

Gage Milliman
Field Services

Tasha Duncan
Public Policy

Micah Martin
Safety Services
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CARTER
WOOTTON 

NEW HOLLAND
580-393-2322

CHICKASHA
WOOTTON 

NEW HOLLAND
405-222-1451

EDMOND
CENTRAL 

NEW HOLLAND INC. 
405-341-7829

centralnewholland.net

OKLAHOMA CITY
CENTRAL 

NEW HOLLAND INC.
866-328-3206

centralnewholland.net

TULSA
TULSA 

NEW HOLAND, INC.
918-438-5665

tulsanewholland.com

  

STABILITY  
WHERE IT COUNTS.

Get 3-years/3000-hours* of worry-free, 
complete factory protection on super 
productive skid steers and compact track 
loaders from New Holland. That’s an additional 
24 months at no additional cost to you.  
Don’t wait. Offer ends December 31, 2015.

WHERE IT COU

*The free 36 months or 3000 hours, whichever comes first, includes the manufacturer’s base warranty period, plus an additional two years of manufacturer’s warranty. Offer valid May 22, 2015 
through December 31, 2015 on the purchase of the following new, New Holland skid steer and compact track loader models: L213, L215, L216, L218, L220, L221, L223, L225, L228 , L230, C227, 
C232 and C238. The precise protection afforded is subject to the terms, conditions and exclusions of the plan as issued. Programs may be changed or cancelled without notice. © 2015 CNH 
Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland is a trademark in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

Pig farmers are on a mission. They are 

dedicated to producing safe, high-quality pork 

on their farms. With a legacy of using responsible 

practices and a commitment to ongoing 

improvement, pig farmers produce a high-quality 

product that is distributed to consumers. When 

it comes to responsible farming, nobody cares 

more about the environment, animal care, food 

safety and the community than a pig farmer. 

       WHAT’S RIGHT!
AMERICA’S PIG FARMERS ARE

doing

PorkCares.org

©2014 We Care Initiative. This message funded in part 
by America’s Pork Producers and the Pork Checkoff.

OklahomaCountry7.375x4.792COLOR.indd   1 6/17/14   11:28 AM

Beef
Backpacks

for

The Beef for Backpacks and Pork 

for Packs programs use donated 

cattle and hogs to produce nutritious 
beef and pork sticks for the Regional 

Food Bank of Oklahoma and the 

Community Food Bank of Eastern 

Oklahoma's Food for Kids program.  

For more information on 
how to donate livestock, 
contact Thad Doye by phone at 
(405) 523-2307 or by email at 
thad.doye@okfb.org.  

Pork
Packs
for
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The Farm Bureau protects the future of your farm 
and your neighbors farms all year long. 

Today, membership can save you up to $500 on 
new Case IH tractors and equipment!*

$
ON FARMALL®LL  COMPACT A & B SERIES TRACTORS, ROUND & SMALL SQQUAREUAREARRER   ®

BALERS, DISC MOWER CONDITIONERS, SICKLE MOWER CONDITIONERS && 
CASE IH SCOUT ™ UTILITY VEHICLES

$
ON FON FARMAA LL®LL C, U & U J SERIES TRACTORS, MAXXUM® ® & F& ARMALLL® ®®®®®®LLLL
100A100A11101 SERIES TRACTORS, LARGE SQUARUA E BALERS & SP WIW NDROWERSRSRSSR

Farm Bureau and the FB State Logo are registered service marks owned by the American Farm Bureau Federation, and are used by CNH America LLC  under 
license from the American Farm Bureau Federation.
©201  CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. Case IH is a registered trademark of CNH America LLC. www.caseih.com

Print your certificate today!* 
Visit fbverify.com/CaseIH

CHICKASHA
BOB LOWE FARM MACHINERY INC.

405-224-6500
lowefarm.com

KREMLIN
ZALOUDEK MACHINERY CO.

580-874-2211

* A current Farm Bureau membership verification certificate must be presented to 
the Case IH dealer in advance of product delivery to receive the incentive discount. 
Farm Bureau Members can download a certificate at www.FBVerify.com/caseih. 
Not a Farm Bureau member? Reach out to your state Farm Bureau to join today.Oklahoma Farm Bureau

Annual Meeting
Nov. 13-15, 2015
Oklahoma City

HAY FOR SALE
65 lb. Bales  
all covered
4,000 Bales  

Cut last fall $400 a bale
12,000 Bales 

Cut fresh $600 a bale
You load and haul

Call Mike
970-533-7273

Cell: 970-739-3941

Farm Bureau President Tom Buchanan issues statement 
on EPA WOTUS rules

om Buchanan, Oklahoma Farm 
Bureau president and Altus farmer, 

issued this statement following the 
ruling by a federal judge in North Dakota 
that blocked the implementation of the 
EPA’s Waters of the U.S. rule, which went 
to effect Aug. 28.
	 "As federal courts wrangle with the EPA 
over which states should be included in 
the Waters of the U.S. rules, it’s becoming 
more obvious the EPA is a federal agency 
that feels responsibility to no one.
	 "In late May, Congress told the EPA 
not to implement WOTUS. The EPA 
thumbed its nose at Congress and pushed 
ahead on WOTUS, saying it would begin 
enforcement on Aug. 28.
	 "Even when a federal judge in North 
Dakota said WOTUS should not be 
implemented, the EPA said it would 
continue in those states outside the 

judge’s jurisdiction. Now, it has basically 
told a federal judge he cannot stop them.
	 "The WOTUS rule extends federal 
jurisdiction and regulates land use far 
beyond what Congress authorized in the 
Clean Water Act. It creates increased legal 
risk and uncertainty for farmers and 
ranchers in Oklahoma and nationwide.
	 "Oklahoma Farm Bureau supports the 
position of Oklahoma Attorney General 
Scott Pruitt, who believes the rule cannot 
be lawful in some states and unlawful in 
others. 009678341
	 "We also support Pruitt in pursuing all 
available legal opportunities to stop the 
implementation of the rule.
	 "As stewards of the land, our state’s 
farmers and ranchers work daily to 
protect the environment and care for our 
natural resources, just as we have done 
for generations.

	

"We are grateful for Pruitt’s continual 
fight to protect agriculture and rural 
Oklahoma."

Tom Buchanan
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Put the brand that works for you to the test!  Visit Great Plains Kubota and shop our powerful selection of 
Kubota Tractors, Mowers, Utility Vehicles, and Kubota Construction Equipment...you’ll be glad you did!

Power-Up your Kubota purchase with 
performance matched implements

POWER PACKAGES

POWER UP
Put the power of Kubota Equipment & 
Great Plains Kubota to work for you.

Kubota M135GX

Great Plains Kubota
- The Brand That Works For You -

Great Plains Shawnee 
815 E. MacArthur • (405) 275-4455

Great Plains Ada
1601 N. Mississippi • (580) 427-9000

Great Plains Edmond
I-35 & Waterloo Rd. • (405) 330-5300

Great Plains Duncan
3445 N. Hwy. 81 • (580) 255-1117

RENTS
WWW.GPKUBOTA.COM • 855-4KUBOTA

Save BIG at your Power Package dealer
Great Plains Kubota
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MISSOURI FARM BUREAU MEMBERS®BERS®

ATVs can be hazardous to operate. Polaris models with engine sizes over 90cc are only for 
riders age 16 and older.  Always wear a helmet and be sure to get safety training.  For safety 
and training information, call the SVIA at (800) 887-2887, or Polaris at (800) 342-3764.

$200 OFF
all full size Sportsman® ATVs
and ACE™ vehicles.

$300 OFF
all full size RANGER®, RZR®
and Brutus® UTVs.

$300 OFF
all GEM® electric vehicles.

 OKLAHOMA FARM BUREAU MEMBERS®

EXCLUSIVE OFFER FOR

ANTLERS
Antlers Motorsports

580-298-3379
antlersmotorsports.com

BARTLESVILLE
Bartlesville Cycle Sports

918-336-3800
bartlesvillecyclesports.com

BROKEN ARROW
5Th Gear Cycle
918-258-4774

http://5thgearcycle.com

CHICKASHA
Morris Motorsports

405-224-6113
morrismotorsports.com

DURANT
Jones Powersports

580-920-2545
jonespowersportsok.com

JONES
Jones Off Road
405-399-9005

jonesoffroad.com

OKLAHOMA CITY
Maxey’s Polaris
405-946-0558
maxeys.com

POTEAU
Fat Albert’s 

Motorsports, Inc.
918-647-3069
fatalberts.com

SEILING
Sander Sporting 

Goods & Atvs, LLC
580-922-4930

sandersporting.com

STILLWATER
Stillwater Powersports

405-377-4941
stillwaterpowersports.com

Oklahoma Farm Bureau
To all county Farm Bureaus of the 
Oklahoma Farm Bureau: You are 

hereby notified that Oklahoma Farm 
Bureau will convene in annual session 
Friday, Nov. 13, 2015 at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Cox Convention Center in Oklahoma 

City. This is the annual meeting of 
the delegate body. See that your 
delegates are properly certified 
and in attendance to represent 
your membership. This meeting 
will continue until all business is 

transacted. 

– Board of Directors

Notice of Annual 
Meetings

Oklahoma Farm Bureau 
Mutual Insurance Co.

Notice is hereby given of the annual 
meeting of the Policyholders of 
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Mutual 

Insurance Company to be held at the 
Cox Convention Center in Oklhaoma 

City on Saturday, Nov. 14, 2015 at 
8:45 a.m. at which time a report of 

the activities of our company during 
the past fiscal year will be submitted 
together with a report of the financial 

position of the company; at which 
time any and all other activities of 

the company may be presented and 
considered.

– Board of Directors

OKFB women attend Women in Ag 
conference
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Women's Leadership Committee member Mignon 
Bolay visits with an attendee of the Oklahoma Women in Ag and Small Business 
Conference held Aug. 6 and 7. As they passed out gifts and Farm Bureau 
information, the WLC members explained the committee's efforts to promote 
agriuclture and rural Oklahoma.
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®

OKLAHOMA FARM BUREAU
MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

AG SECURITY INSURANCE COMPANY

I prefer that you do not disclose nonpublic personal 
financial information about me to nonaffiliated third parties, 
(other than disclosures permitted by law, which include 
sharing information with our affiliates & nonaffiliates 
about our transactions or experiences with you for 
business, administrative and other legal purposes).  In order 
for an opt-out notice to be valid, all *required information 
must be completed.

Clip & mail this form to:
OFBMIC, c/o Opt-Out Notice 

P.O.B. 53332 • Oklahoma City, OK 73152-3332

*Name:

*Phone Number:

*Address:

*City:

*Email:

*Policy Number:

*Membership Number:

Conclusion
If you have any questions or comments concerning this Joint 
Privacy Notice or our privacy standards and procedures, 
please write us at Post Office Box 53332, Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma 73152-3332. Our functional regulator is the 
State of Oklahoma, Department of Insurance. If we cannot 
resolve your concerns or answer your questions, feel free 
to contact our regulator. 
This Joint Privacy Notice describes our company’s privacy 
policy and practices in accordance with the Gramm-Leach-
Bliley Act, 15 USC §6801, and with various state-specific 
privacy/financial information laws and regulations in the 
states in which our company does business.   
Copyright© 2011 Oklahoma Farm Bureau 
Mutual Insurance Companies
2501 N. Stiles, Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Opt-Out NOtiCe

JOiNt pRiVACY NOtiCe

Our Commitment to Safeguarding
Your privacy
This Joint Privacy Notice is being provided to you to 
inform you of our practices and procedures regarding the 
sharing of non-public personal information. Non-public 
personal information is personally identifiable financial 
information about you, your family, or your household 
that we may obtain directly from you, that we may obtain 
as a result of our business dealings with you, or that we 
may obtain from any other source.
We do not engage in the practice of disclosing your non-
public personal information to nonaffiliated third parties 
other than, as necessary, to provide quality insurance 
services to our customers. For instance, we do not sell 
your name, address or telephone number to telemarketers 
or to direct mail solicitors. We do not engage in “list-
selling,” and we do not offer your personal information 
to publishing houses, retailers, or coupon companies.
During the continuation of our customer relationship with 
you, we will also provide you with a copy of this Joint 
Privacy Notice at least once during each calendar year 
as part of a regular mailing, such as within a billing or a 
renewal notice or with a policy and at any time that you 
request in writing a copy of this Joint Privacy Notice. 
Further, because federal and state laws, regulations 
and business practices can change at any time, we may 
revise this Joint Privacy Notice accordingly. Once you 
cease to be a policyholder, we will stop sending you 
annual privacy notices.
information We May Collect & use
During the course of reviewing your application for 
insurance coverage and deciding whether or not to 
underwrite the insurance policy for which you have 
applied, and, if we issue you a policy, during the course 
of providing services to you as required by the policy, 
we collect and evaluate information from the following 
sources:

• Information we receive from you on           
applications or other forms;
• Information about your transactions with us, our 
affiliates or others;
• Information we receive from consumer  
reporting agencies; and
• Information we receive from state or federal  
agencies.

It is important for us to collect and use this information 
to properly provide, administer and perform services 
on your behalf. We could not provide optimum service 
to you without collecting and using this information.
information We May Disclose
We regard all of your personal information as 
confidential. Therefore, we do not disclose any non-
public personal information about our customers or 
former customers to anyone except as permitted by law. 
In the course of conducting our business dealings, we 

On Behalf Of: Oklahoma Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance 
Company and AgSecurity Insurance Company. When 
you see the words we, us, or our within this Joint Privacy 
Notice, you should understand that those words include 
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Mutual Insurance Company 
and AgSecurity Insurance Company.

How We Maintain The Confidentiality & 
Security Of Your information
We carefully restrict access to non-public personal 
information to our employees, our independent contractor 
insurance agents, our service contract providers, and our 
affiliates and subsidiaries. The right of our employees, 
our independent contractor insurance agents, our service 
contract providers, and our affiliates and subsidiaries to 
further disclose and use the information is limited by 
our employee handbook, agent’s manual, applicable law, 
and nondisclosure agreements where appropriate. We 
maintain physical electronic, and procedural safeguards 
that comply with federal and state law to guard your 
non-public personal information.

may disclose to other parties certain information we have 
about you. These disclosures are only made in accordance 
with applicable laws, and may include disclosures to 
reinsurers, administrators, service providers, consultants 
and regulatory or governmental authorities. Furthermore, 
certain disclosures of information will be made to your 
Farm Bureau personnel authorized to have access to your 
personal information for the purpose of administering 
your business and providing services to you.
We may disclose the following categories of information 
to companies that perform services on our behalf or to 
other financial institutions with which we have joint 
marketing agreements:

• Information we received from you on applications 
or other forms, such as your name, address, Social 
Security number, county Farm Bureau membership 
number, assets, income and beneficiaries; 
• Information about your transactions with us, our 
affiliates or others, such as your policy coverage, 
premium, loss history and payment history; and
• Information we receive from a consumer   reporting 
agency, such as your creditworthiness and credit 
history.

We may disclose non-public personal information about 
you to the following types of third parties:

• Financial service providers, such as life insurers, 
automobile insurers, mortgage bankers, securities 
broker-dealers, and insurance agents;
• Non financial companies, such as retailers, direct 
marketers, airlines, and publishers; and
• Others, such as nonprofit organizations.

These entities with which we share personal information 
are required to maintain the confidentiality of that 
information. We do not authorize these parties to use 
or disclose your personal information for any purpose 
other than for the express purpose of performing work 
on our behalf or as required or permitted by law.

Your Opt-Out Right
We reserve the right to disclose non-public personal 
information about our customers to a nonaffiliated 
third party. However, if you prefer that we not 
disclose non-public personal financial information 
about you to nonaffiliated third parties, you may opt 
out of those disclosures, that is, you may direct us not 
to make those disclosures (information sharing which 
is permitted by law includes sharing information with 
our affiliates and non-affiliates about our transactions 

or experiences with you for business, administrative 
and other legal purposes).
If you wish to opt out of disclosures to nonaffiliated 
third parties, you may choose one of the following 
options:

1. Complete the opt-out form on our website 
located at okfarminsurance.com OR
2. Mail or Fax the attached opt-out form to us. 
Fax # 405-523-2581. 

Your opt-out form must reach us within 30 days 
of your receipt of our privacy notice. Your opt-out 
request will take effect on the 7th day following 
receipt of your request, to allow for notification to all 
applicable affiliated or nonaffiliated third parties. 
If you share your account with another person, 
either of you may opt-out of disclosures (other than 
disclosures permitted by law) for both of you. Please 
indicate on the Opt-Out Notice form if you are opting 
out for one or both of you.
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NOBLE NEWS from The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation

	 “That's the trick to teaching, providing students with 
experiences,” Hardin said. “That's the methodology behind 
Noble Academy – give students tangible learning moments at 
the intersection of agriculture and science."
	 One of these experiential lessons is strawberry DNA 
extraction. DNA is the blueprint for life. Understanding it is 
the gateway to understanding life and how organisms function. 
Hardin uses strawberries because it has eight copies of each 
chromosome, making it well suited for the experiment. 
	 “They've studied DNA, but they've never actually experienced 
it,” Hardin said. “By studying and understanding DNA, we can 
use this information to select for, breed, and produce plants 
that may ultimately improve food production and help us feed a 
growing population.”
	 On the next page is a step-by-step instruction for conducting 
an in-classroom strawberry DNA extraction. 

To watch the companion video, go to bit.ly/strawberry-dna. 

Strawberry DNAwesome
Noble Academy brings agricultural education alive by providing this step-by-step experiment 
about the building block of life.

ducation has been a cornerstone of the Noble Foundation 
since its inception. Founder Lloyd Noble established his 

organization in the post-Dust Bowl era to educate farmers and 
ranchers on methodologies for safeguarding the soil to prevent 
future calamity. 
	 In the fall of 2012, the Noble Foundation centralized 
its outreach and educational activities toward delivering 
agriculture- and science-based education for all students, from 
middle school through college, by creating Noble Academy. 
	 “We want to demonstrate the importance of agriculture to 
society and the need for research to advance the industry,” 
said Frank Hardin, Noble Academy manager. “We also strive 
to communicate the wide range of career opportunities in 
agriculture to students.”
	 Noble Academy began working with Oklahoma teachers and 
education-related associations to expand its efforts to provide 
lessons to students through in-class demonstrations. These 
hands-on demonstrations are designed to fit into a teacher's 
lesson plans and are a simple but effective way to bring science 
and agricultural education together in the classroom. 
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MATERIALS
•	 1 strawberry
•	 50 mL tube
•	 Pipette
•	 Woolite laundry detergent (5 mL)
•	 Water (45 mL)
•	 2 tsp of salt
•	 Ethanol (25mL) or ice-cold rubbing alcohol
•	 1 sandwich-sized zip-close bag
•	 1 coffee filter
•	 Funnel
•	 Inoculating loop (or popsicle stick)
•	 Collection cup

 
PROCEDURE
Step 1: Make lysis buffer.

•	 Using the empty 50 mL tube, add 5 mL of Woolite (deter-
gent) and 45 mL of water.

•	 Mix gently by inverting the tube.
•	 Add the salt to the Woolite-water solution and mix gently.
•	 You have made a lysis buffer.

Step 2: Make strawberry lysate.
•	 Place the strawberry in the zip-close bag.
•	 Remove all air from the bag and seal.
•	 Mash the strawberry in the zip-close bag to a pulp.
•	 Open the bag and add all (50 mL) of the lysis buffer.
•	 Remove the air, seal the bag and mix the strawberry pulp 
with the added lysis buffer.

•	 You have made a strawberry lysate, which is lysed strawberry 
cells, or cells that have been “broken open.” 

 
 
 

 

 

Step 3: Filter the strawberry lysate.
•	 Fold the coffee filter in half.
•	 Fold the coffee filter in half again, making a triangle.
•	 Looking at the rounded edge of the triangle, there should 

be four sheets of paper. Pull one sheet away from the other 
three sheets and open it up to form a cone. Confirm that the 
filter will not leak. 

•	 Place the filter into the funnel, and place the funnel into the 
collection cup.

•	 Pour the strawberry lysate from the zip-close bag into the 
filter.

•	 Collect the filtrate in the collection cup. To speed up the 
process, pick up the filter from the top and gently squeeze 
the bottom of the filter.

•	 You have produced filtrate, which includes the strawberry 
DNA.

Step 4: Visualize your strawberry DNA.
•	 Remove the funnel from the collection cup.
•	 Add 25 mL of ethanol slowly to the collection cup with a 

plastic pipette. Introduce the ethanol using the side of the 
cup.

•	 Recognize that at the interface (between the ethanol and 
strawberry lysate layer), the DNA will begin to precipitate out 
of the strawberry lysate and will appear as a bubbly, cloudy 
residue. As the DNA begins to condense in the ethanol layer, 
it will become milky white and slimy to the touch. A “precipi-
tate” is an insoluble compound that occurs as a result of a 
precipitation reaction.

•	 Collect the strawberry DNA using the inoculating loop. 
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Work house utility vehicle. Excellent condition. Windshell. Powered 
dump bed. $4,500. 405-449-7791.
1993 Ford F150 short-bed pickup. Not running. Clear title and tag. 
$700 OBO. You fix. 405-386-4416 or 405-609-9242.
1995 Holiday Rambler Fifth Wheel. 32’ alumilite slide-out. 405-356-
4881 or 405-323-7620.
Completely disassembled 1959 Ford F100, L-6, 3 speed. Best offer 
over $1,250. Lexington, OK. 405-365-9895.

Trade or sell 3010 JDW 2000 Loader SR 20-412. 580-889-1720.
Seven-foot steel posts. Four-inch pipe. 100+. $400 for all. Blackwell, 
OK. 405-371-2433.
JS Farm Services, LLC. Pipe, wire and cable fence, livestock facilities, 
custom welding, general skid-steer work and cedar tree cutting. Fully 
insured. 918-285-1223.

Angus bulls 7- to 14-months-old. In Angus business 55 years, same 
location. Hatch Ranch, 580-456-7241.
Registered Brangus bulls and fancy replacement heifers, excellent 
genetics and dispositions. Delivery available. Horsehead Ranch, 918-
695-2357.
Two registered horned Hereford bulls. Calved September and 
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October 2013. Out of the Gov. Roy Turner bloodline. $3,500 each. 
580-399-1314.
Registered polled Hereford bulls and heifers. 12 months to 2 years 
old. Remitall Online 122L and PW Victor Boomer P606 genetics. 580-
332-2468.
Beefmaster bulls and females, foundation genetics. Gentle, growth, 
meaty. E.P.D.s and performance information. Simon Creek 
Beefmasters, 580-668-2523.
Mini donkeys for sale. Spotted baby and mother, $400. Spotted 1- 
and 3-year-old jenny, $300 each. Two mini spotted jacks, $100 each. 
405-452-3844.

Earn $75,000 Part-Time in the livestock or equipment appraisal 
business. Agricultural background required. Classroom or home 
study courses available. 800-488-7570.
Used Portable Sawmills! Buy/Sell. Call Sawmill Exchange 800-
459-2148, http://www.sawmillexchange.com
Stanley Home Products & Serviceable age Angus and Main bulls. 
Have F.T. 750-gallon Wako sprayer on trailer, ground driven pump. 
405-381-4307.
Limited edition Kelly Haney prints for sale. Some framed. 50-60 to 
choose from. Call 580-743-2980.
1920s Khroler living room set, coach and two chairs, $500. Phonograph 
cabinet, $10. Rolltop desk, $300. 580-706-0418.
Fence charger repair. All makes, rebuilt units for sale. Pioneer 

AUTOMOTIVE

LIVESTOCK

MISCELLANEOUS
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OKFB Membership Number

Address

City				          State	                   Zip

Phone
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Deadline for the next issue is Dec. 31, 2015.

Each OKFB member family is limited to one free classified ad per issue. No 
call-in ads will be accepted. The length of the ad cannot exceed the 

number of lines on this form. Ads run one time. We reserve the right not to 
publish submitted ads. Return to Country Classfieds, 2501 N. Stiles, 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105.

FARM MACHINERY/EQUIPMENT
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Electronics. Call Bob, 580-603-0063 or 580-758-9471.
Range Motel, rooms by the day, week or month rates. For travelers, 
workers. 404 N. Rangeline, Tecumseh, OK. 405-598-2133.
Whirlpool bath tub, $50 OBO. Clothes, some still have tags. Back-to-
school men’s, women’s, boys’, girls’, 25 cents each. 405-598-1202.
Char-Broil infrared grill. Very clean. $85. 918-487-9803.
Used oilfield pipe, 2 3/8, 4 ½. All sizes sucker rods. 1 1/4 fiberglass 
post. Miscellaneous large pipe. 405-627-3920.
Stanley Home Products for sale. Fuller brush, full line of kitchen 
products, skin products, cleaning and personal items. Sales people 
needed. 580-497-2249.
Farm fresh Wagyu beef for sale. Frozen, grass fed. 580-484-0352.
Heifers for sale. Bra cross and a few blks. Some mixed cows also. 489 
New Holland swather, very good condition. 405-258-6559.

Cherokee County 60 acres. Private, heavily-wooded. Ideal hunting 
property near Spring Creek, Peggs, OK. 918-791-4354.
For sale near Antlers, OK. 10 acres. 3 bd, 2 ba brick home with 
warranty, shop, cellar, pine oak, dogwood, deer hunting, beautiful. 
$165,000. 580-298-5090.
Beautiful brick, 3 br, 2 ba, 80 acres, 30 x 50 metal shop. East of Clinton 
and I-40. Lots of trees, deer and turkey. $389,000. 580-323-4535 or 
580-339-6480.
10 acres, several nice barns, 60 x 24 metal bunkhouse, gas wells, 
water tap. near Will Rogers Birthplace Ranch. Oologah Public 

Schools. $75,000. 918-527-7120.
House and 5 acres south of Anadarko. 2 bed, 1 bath. Approximately 
1,500 sq. ft. 2-car garage, barn and other buildings. $135,000. 405-
756-6708.
3 bd 2 ba home for sale w metal shop, lake view and golf course. 
Located on Falconhead Resort in Burneyville. $140,000. 940-767-2711.

Wanted: electric fence chargers repaired near Muldrow, OK. 918-427-
5114.
Want to purchase oil and gas mineral rights, producing or non-
producing. 580-223-0353 or 800-687-5882.
Wanted: Railroad locks, keys, lanterns, signs, badges and 
miscellaneous. Especially Oklahoma railroads. 580-399-8866.
Wanted: 100 new amateur radio operators. www.arrl.org/getting-
licensed. 234-564-2775.
Collector paying cash for antique fishing lures and tackle, coke 
machines. 800-287-3057.

REAL ESTATE

WANTED

PO Box 190
Brooks, GA 30205

1-800-733-0324 • isons.com
Free Catalog

Ison’s NurserySince 1934

Grow half-dollar size
Muscadines

and Blackberries.
We also off er over 

200 varieties of Fruit 
and Nut Trees plus Vine 

and Berry Plants.

Grower DirectConserve Energy with Mastic Vinyl Siding & Windows
Farm Bureau members 

will receive a 33 1/3% discount 
off nationally published 

retail prices.

Call 405-721-2807 
for an estimate.

M. Rhodes Company, LLC
Since 1937
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COUNTRY KITCHEN RECIPES

From the kitchen of: Linda Taggart, Caddo County

Ingredients

For the bread:
1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
3/4 teaspoon baking soda
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon ground ginger
1/4 teaspoon freshly grated nutmeg
1/4 teaspoon allspice
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
10 tablespoons unsalted butter, melted
1/2 cup firmly packed dark brown sugar
1 cup granulated sugar
2 teaspoons finely chopped orange zest
3 eggs, lightly beaten
1 cup pumpkin puree

For the glaze:
3/4 cup water
Zest of one orange
2 tablespoons finely chopped, peeled 

fresh ginger
1/2 cup granulated sugar

Preparation/Cooking

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Grease 
a pumpkin loaf pan. To make the bread, 
over a sheet of waxed paper sift together 
the flour, baking powder, baking soda, 
salt, ginger, nutmeg, allspice and 
cinnamon. Set aside. With an electric 
mixer, beat together the butter, brown 
sugar, granulated sugar and orange zest 
on medium speed until well blended, 
about 2 minutes. Add eggs and pumpkin 
puree and beat until incorporated. Fold 
in the flour mixture in two additions 
until just smooth. Pour the batter into 
the prepared pan and bake 55 minutes, 
or until toothpick inserted into center 
comes out clean. Let cool for 15 minutes. 
To make glaze, whisk together water, 
orange zest and ginger over medium heat; 
bring to simmer, cover and cook for 3 
minutes. Pour mixture through fine-mesh 
sieve. Pour 1/2 cup of mixture into clean 
saucepan and whisk in granulated sugar. 
Bring to simmer and cook for 2 minutes 
to thicken slightly. Remove loaf from pan, 
turn over and brush with warm glaze. Let 
cool slightly and serve. 

Orange-Spice Pumpkin Bread

If you are a Farm Bureau member and want to see your recipes featured in Oklahoma Country, send a 
full list of ingredients along with preparation and cooking instructions to Hannah.Nemecek@okfb.org or 
mail a hard copy to Oklahoma Country Recipes, 2501 N. Stiles Ave., Oklahoma City, OK 73105.

Presented by the Oklahoma Farm Bureau Women's Leadership Committee
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DID YOU 
KNOW

MyBeefCheckoff.com

Funded by the Beef Checkoff.

as millennials, we represent the 
largest generation?
“Our beef checkoff has invested in market research 
to better understand millennials — those consumers 
between the ages of 20 and 34. Most millennials, 
including us, gather information through their 
smartphones or tablets. Our beef checkoff promotion 
efforts have adjusted in delivering information to 
engage this generation of beef eaters. For instance, 
more consumers are watching the beef checkoff’s 
online video commercials than ever before, as the latest 
videos have racked up over 17.2 million video views in 
just 9 months.”   

While you and the Schnaithmans are managing your 
ranches and farms, your checkoff is reaching this 
technology-savvy generation of consumers through 
all types of social and online media.

Tra v i s a n d Ry le e 
Sch n a it h ma n
Cow-Calf, Stockers
Oklahoma Farm Bureau YF&R


