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OKFB recognizes seven Oklahoma
legislators with legislative awards

klahoma Farm Bureau recognized

seven Oklahoma legislators during
the organization’s 84th annual meeting
for their commitment to agriculture and
Oklahoma’s rural communities during
the 2025 legislative session.

OKFB’s Champion Award recognizes
legislators who served as exemplary
advocates for Oklahoma agriculture,
going above and beyond for the state’s
farmers and ranchers during Oklahoma’s
2025 legislative session.

2025 Champion Award winners
include:

Sen. Todd Gollihare (Kellyville)
and Rep. Trey Caldwell (Faxon), who
were recognized for their work to
control the abuse of eminent domain for
renewal energy projects by authoring
HB 2752 during the 2025 Oklahoma
legislative session.

Sen. Grant Green (Wellston)
and Rep. Trey Caldwell (Faxon), who
authored HB 2756 during the 2025
Oklahoma legislative session, which
restored Oklahoma’s authority over the
construction of high-voltage electrical

transmission lines.

Sen. Brent Howard (Altus) and Rep.
Mike Kelley (Yukon), who were
recognized for ensuring landowner
consent plays a stronger role when
municipalities annex private property
by authoring HB 1166 during the 2025
Oklahoma legislative session.

Sen. Grant Green (Wellston)
and Rep. Mike Dobrinski (Okeene),
who authored HB 2155 during the 2025
Oklahoma legislative session, which
clarifies the permitting process for the
construction of renewable
energy facilities.

OKFB also recognized Sen. Mary
Boren with the Friend of the Farm
Award for her work in defending
private property rights through
advocating for reforming and limiting
the use of eminent domain during the
2025 Oklahoma legislative session.

Each legislator received
a customized belt buckle to
commemorate their commitment to
agricultural policy and representing
family farmers and ranchers.

Arthur honored
with Distinguished
Service to OKFB
Award

klahoma Secretary of Agriculture
Blayne Arthur was recognized with
the Distinguished Service to Oklahoma
Farm Bureau Award on Saturday, Nov.
8, during the organization’s 84th annual
meeting in Oklahoma City.

The award honors individuals who
have made outstanding contributions
to agriculture and the Farm Bureau
organization.

Arthur has been a partner with Farm
Bureau and a strong voice for Oklahoma
agriculture on the local, state and
national level since being appointed
secretary of agriculture by Gov. Kevin
Stitt in 2019.

“It was certainly a surprise to be
recognized by Oklahoma Farm Bureau,
a group of people I respect very much,”
Arthur said. “I feel very humbled to
be selected for the award, and I am
appreciative of all of the Farm Bureau
members and the work Farm Bureau
does, and I am just very honored to
be recognized.”

Arthur grew up in Chickasha, where
she and her family raised cattle, horses,
wheat, alfalfa and soybeans. She is a
longtime Farm Bureau member, and
she and her husband, Jerrod, raise
show cattle for 4-H and FFA members
alongside their two children.



Cherokee, Okmulgee County Farm
Bureaus recognized with County
Excellence Award
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Cherokee County Farm Bureal

klahoma Farm Bureau presented the OKFB County Excellence Award to
Cherokee and Okmulgee County Farm Bureaus on Saturday, Nov. 8, at the
organization’s 84th annual meeting in Oklahoma City.

Modeled after the American Farm Bureau Federation’s County Activities of
Excellence Award, this award recognizes county Farm Bureaus with the most
outstanding or unique local program, activity or event.

Cherokee County Farm Bureau teamed up with the Grand River Dam Authority to
purchase more than 200 life jackets for public use on the Illinois River in May 2025,
showcasing Farm Bureau’s commitment to Oklahoma’s natural resources and the
organization’s impact beyond traditional agriculture programs.

“This is a great honor,” said Kelly Campbell, Cherokee County board member. “My
county has worked very hard in the last several years to increase our message within
our county and in rural Oklahoma, and to be recognized for this effort is really a great
honor for us.”

Okmulgee County Farm Bureau hosted a county wide ag tour, coordinated by the
county’s Young Farmers and Ranchers committee. The tour included several stops in
southern Okmulgee County, including a local feed distributor, a Christmas tree farm,
a diversified ranch and agritourism destination, and a farmers market.

“We get to showcase these individual farms within our county, and our main
purpose is just to let other people in the county know that they even exist, especially
reaching people who are not in agriculture,” said Okmulgee County Young Farmers
and Ranchers Chair Michelle Genova. “They were really excited about that, both the
producers who were part of the tour and the people who participated in the tour who
had no idea that these different places were in the county. To have this recognized
on the state level is just more recognition for those small farms and hopefully an
opportunity for them to grow.”

County Farm
Bureaus honored
for excellence with
Presidential Star
Awards

S everal county Farm Bureaus were
recognized for their efforts to
further agriculture and rural Oklahoma
on Saturday, Nov. 8, during Oklahoma
Farm Bureau’s 84th annual meeting in
Oklahoma City.

Each year, OKFB recognizes the
county Farm Bureaus that have
excelled in program areas such as
membership, public policy, local
affairs, service to members, Women’s
Leadership Committee and Young
Farmers and Ranchers with a
Presidential Star Award.

The Six-Star Presidential Award was
presented to Comanche, Haskell, Mayes,
Okmulgee, Ottawa, Payne, Rogers, Texas
and Washington County Farm Bureaus
for excelling in six program areas.

Caddo, Cherokee, Garfield, Grant,
Hughes, Jackson, Kay, Kingfisher,

Love, Muskogee, Nowata, Okfuskee,
Pottawatomie and Washita County Farm
Bureaus each received the Five-Star
Presidential Award for excelling in five
program areas.

Four-Star Presidential Awards were
presented to Alfalfa, Choctaw, Craig,
Creek, Custer, Jefferson, LeFlore,
Lincoln, Logan, Major, McIntosh, Noble,
Pontotoc, Seminole, Tulsa and Woods
County Farm Bureaus.

Cleveland, Greer, Kiowa, Latimer,
McClain, McCurtain, Oklahoma, Pawnee,
Pushmataha, Sequoyah, Stephens,
Wagoner and Woodward County Farm
Bureaus were awarded the Three-Star
Presidential Award.

OKFB also recognized 37 county
Farm Bureaus for reaching their
membership quotas, including Alfalfa,
Atoka, Beckham, Caddo, Carter, Coal,
Creek, Ellis, Greer, Harmon, Harper,
Haskell, Hughes, Kay, Kiowa, Latimer,
LeFlore, Logan, McClain, McIntosh,
Major, Marshall, Mayes, Noble, Nowata,
Okmulgee, Osage, Pawnee, Payne,
Pontotoc, Pottawatomie, Pushmataha,
Roger Mills, Rogers, Sequoyah, Texas
and Washington County Farm Bureaus.

To learn more about county star
awards visit, okfb.news/meeting25.



McClain County Farm Bureau members win OKFB YF&R
Achievement Award

ollin and Bayleygh Black of McClain County were honored with the Oklahoma Farm Bureau Young Farmers and Ranchers
Achievement Award on Saturday, Nov. 8, during the organization’s 84th annual meeting in Oklahoma City.

The Achievement Award recognizes Young Farmers and Ranchers who have excelled in their farming or ranching operation
and have honed their leadership abilities through Farm Bureau and other activities and organizations.

“Winning this award means a lot to us,”Collin Black said. “We work really hard to do what we do and to keep things going, and
it’s nice to be recognized for it.”

The Blacks help manage their family’s third-generation farm, where they raise cattle, wheat, soybeans, corn and hay. They
also operate a farm of their own in addition to owning and operating a small custom spreading business to provide fertilizer
application and land management services to local farmers in the area.

As Achievement Award winners, the Blacks received a John Deere gator, courtesy of P&K Equipment. The Blacks also received
an expense-paid trip to the 2027 AFBF Annual Meeting in Charlotte, North Carolina, where they will compete on a national level
for the AFBF YF&R Achievement Award.

Mayes County Farm Bureau members win OKFB YF&R
Excellence in Agriculture Award

N ick and Dani Marlin of Mayes
County were honored with the
Oklahoma Farm Bureau Young Farmers
and Ranchers Excellence in Agriculture
Award at the organization’s 84th annual
meeting Nov. 7-9 in Oklahoma City.

The award is presented to young
farmers and ranchers who do not
derive a majority of their income
from a farming or ranching operation
for excellence in agriculture and
Farm Bureau.

“Winning this award is a reflection of
the hard work and dedication we put in
every day,” Dani said. “It’s fun to take it
home to our kids to show them that hard

work pays off.” consumers to purchase milk from their Western Oklahoma. They also earned a
Nick and Dani help operate Dani’s herd. They also raise broiler chickens, trip to the 2027 AFBF Annual Meeting
family’s cattle and hay operation in laying hens and hogs. in Charlotte, North Carolina, where they
northeast Oklahoma in addition to The Marlins received a Polaris will compete for the AFBF Excellence in

owning a small herd of dairy cattle and Sportsman 450 HO ATV, courtesy of Agriculture Award.

operating a self-service market for local Oklahoma AgCredit and Farm Credit of
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OKFB YF&R names discussion meet winners at annual
meeting in Oklahoma City

klahoma Farm Bureau Young

Farmers and Ranchers named
the winners of three discussion meet
competitive events on Friday, Nov. 7,
during the organization’s 84th annual
meeting in Oklahoma City.

Celine Walker of Comanche County
was named the 2025 winner of the YF&R
Discussion Meet, Ryne Crosthwait of
Oklahoma State University was named
the 2025 Collegiate Farm Bureau
Discussion Meet winner, and Katelee

Martin of Alva was named the High
School Discussion Meet winner.

YF&R competitors faced fellow
participants in a panel-style discussion
where each competitor’s performance
was evaluated on the exchange of ideas
and information on predetermined
topics. Participants were judged on
their ability to offer constructive input,
cooperation and communication while
analyzing agricultural problems and
developing solutions.

As the YF&R Discussion Meet
winner, Walker received a John
Deere lawnmower, sponsored by P&K
Equipment. She also won a trip to the
2026 American Farm Bureau Annual
Meeting in Anaheim, California.

The collegiate winner received a

cash prize and an expense-paid trip
to represent Oklahoma at the 2026
AFBF YF&R Leadership Conference in
Portland, Oregon, and the high school
winner received a cash prize.





