
early 80 Oklahoma Farm Bureau 
Young Farmers and Ranchers 

members traveled to the Altus area 
for OKFB’s annual YF&R Summer 
Conference July 17-19.
	 YF&R members kicked off the 
weekend on Friday at Power Plus, where 
father and son duo Todd and Kane Duff 
showed attendees around their family 
cattle operation that specializes in 
feedlot management, a cattle buyback 
program, and crop and feed production.
	 Attendees then traveled to the Kiowa 
County Farm Bureau office in Hobart 
for dinner, where they heard from OKFB 
Senior Director of Public Policy Gage 
Milliman about the organization’s top 
policy issues.
	 On Saturday morning, members 
toured the Lake Altus-Lugert dam. The 
tour was led by past OKFB president 
Tom Buchanan and Jackson County 
Farm Bureau member and former Sen. 

OKFB Young Farmers & Ranchers travel to southwest 
Oklahoma for YF&R Summer Conference

Mike Schulz, both of whom shared the 
history of the dam, the importance of 
water infrastructure in the area, and 
how it aids Oklahoma agriculturists with 
irrigation water.
	 Following the tour of the dam, 
the group traveled to Muller farms, 
a large-scale, drought-tolerant crop 
production operation. Jackson County 
Farm Bureau member Matt Muller 
demonstrated how his operation uses a 
subsurface drip irrigation system and 
explained the founding and growth of 
his family’s farm. The Muller family also 
received a plaque as recognition for their 
dedication to OKFB YF&R throughout 
the years.
	 Attendees then spent the afternoon 
learning about cotton. From ginning to 
baling to grading, Jackson County Farm 
Bureau board member Keeff Felty and 
representatives from the Plains Cotton 
Cooperative Association covered cotton 

growing necessities.
	 The night ended back at Quartz 
Mountain Lodge with a mock YF&R 
Discussion Meet and live music by high 
school senior Tyse Buck.
	 Sunday morning began with a 
devotional given by Tulsa County Farm 
Bureau member and American Farm 
Bureau YF&R Chair Tommy Salisbury. 
Salisbury highlighted the importance of 
stewardship and service with reference 
to Jesus’ sermon on the mount.
	 After the message, YF&R committee 
members shared more about themselves 
and their districts and gave away door 
prizes to participants.
	 The final event of the weekend 
promoted a project called Remote 
Ready Startup, a program that aids in 
the development of skills and resume 
building to help rural Oklahomans and 
Americans become suitable workers for 
remote positions.
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Garfield County Farm Bureau hosts inaugural two-day Ag in 
Action event in April for local fourth-graders

Cook named to 
EPA ag advisory 
committee

OKFB Foundation for Ag raffling off a 
chance to win one of two firearms

Weatherby Orion I

12-gauge
Over/Under
28” barrel

$1,249 MSRP

.22LR
Lever-Action

20” barrel
$1,238 MSRP

Henry Golden Boy 
American Farmer 
Tribute Edition

ashita County Farm Bureau 
member Nocona Cook 

of Cordell was named to the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Farm, Ranch, and Rural Communities 
Federal Advisory Committee by EPA 
administrator Lee Zeldin. 
	 Cook was one of 21 new members 
appointed to the committee on July 20.
	 The FRRCC provides independent 
policy advice and recommendations 
to the EPA administrator on crucial 
environmental issues affecting 
agriculture and rural communities.
	 Cook and his wife, Jordan, farm and 
ranch in the Cordell and Burns Flat 
area growing a diverse array of crops, 
tending to a stocker cattle herd and 
raising Angus seedstock at Davis Angus 
Ranch alongside Jordan’s parents.

he Oklahoma Farm Bureau 
Foundation for Agriculture is 

holding its annual gun raffle to raise 
funds for its wide array of agriculture 
promotion activities.
	 Raffle tickets can be purchased* for 
$20 each for a chance to win one of two 
firearms: a Weatherby Orion I 12-gauge 
over/under shotgun and a Henry Golden 
Boy American Farmer Tribute Edition 
lever-action rifle chambered in .22LR.
	 The drawing will take place at the 
OKFB convention in November, and 
ticket purchasers do not need to be 
present to win. The first ticket drawn 
will have their choice of gun, and the 
second ticket drawn will receive the 
remaining firearm. 
	 Tickets can be purchased at August 
Area Meetings, from OKFB field 
representatives or by contacting Holly 
Carroll at (405) 523-2300.

*Terms and conditions apply. See full terms and 
conditions on reverse side of each raffle ticket.

arfield County Farm Bureau, along 
with Garfield County Cooperative 

Extension, hosted their inaugural Ag in 
Action program to share the agriculture 
story with local fourth-grade students.
	 The two-day event was held April 
28-29 at the Garfield County Fairgrounds 
to provide a hands-on agricultural 
experience for more than 630 fourth-
grade students from 17 schools across 

Garfield County.
	 Students learned about farming, 
ranching and food production at a series 
of informative, interactive stations 
on a wide array of agricultural topics 
including farm animals, agricultural 
commodities, farm equipment, cattle, 
horses, dog herding and more.
	 The stations were led by 16 local 
agricultural leaders including 

area farmers and ranchers, local 
agribusinesses, and county 4-H clubs 
and FFA chapters.
	 Garfield County Farm Bureau 
members planned, coordinated and 
hosted the Ag in Action event, providing 
students with a exciting agricultural 
experience that showed them the 
important role that farmers and 
ranchers play in their everyday lives.



Make a plan to vote in the August 25 primary runoff election

OKFB Ag Fund-endorsed 
candidates appearing on 

the August 25 ballot

okfb.news/vote26

klahomans will head to the polls 
on August 25 to vote in the state’s 

primary runoff election. 
	 Candidates appearing on the 
August 25 ballot who have received 
endorsements from OKFB’s grassroots 
Ag Fund political action committee are 
listed to the right.
	 Oklahomans will also vote on two 
proposed state questions during the 
August 25 primary runoff election.
	 SQ 844 and SQ 846 will appear on a 
ballot in addition to political candidates 
who have runoff elections.
	 OKFB has no official stance on either 
state question, but encourages its 
members to research the issues and stay 
engaged in Oklahoma’s election process 
as agricultural and rural advocates.

SQ 844 – Qualified manufacturing ad 
valorem tax reimbursement changes
	 SQ 844 would amend language in 
Oklahoma’s constitution regarding 
Oklahoma’s qualified manufacturing ad 
valorem tax exemption reimbursement 
to allow the state legislature to 
make changes to the “levels and 
methodologies” to ad valorem 
reimbursements to counties.
	 State legislators say this is to fix 
a loophole that large manufacturing 
facilities have found in the qualified 
manufacturing ad valorem exemption. 
They say the exemption, which initially 
is given to qualified manufacturing 
facilities for five years, has a loophole 
that allows companies to add on to 
facilities and receive additional five-year 
ad valorem exemptions. 
	 SQ 844 would give the legislature 
power to make changes to how 
the ad valorem exemption can be 
administrated, allowing them to close 
the perceived loophole.

	 Legislators say the qualified 
manufacturing ad valorem tax 
exemption has created significant 
ad valorem  tax shortfalls in local 
communities, which the legislature 
reimburses. The ability to extend the ad 
valorem tax exemption window beyond 
the initial five years, combined with 
the high assessment values of modern 
facilities that qualify for the exemption, 
means the state of Oklahoma is on the 
hook for large sums of reimbursement 
funds for local communities.
	 Opponents say the state’s Ad Valorem 
Reimbursement Fund does not have 
enough funds to reimburse all state-
allowed ad valorem tax exemptions, 
and they fear the legislature could make 
changes to the reimbursement rates or 
methodologies, reducing the amount of 
reimbursements to local communities.

SQ 846 – voter proof of identity
	 SQ 846 would enshrine in the 
Oklahoma constitution the requirement 
for voters to show proof of identity when 
voting in elections.
	 Oklahoma state law already requires 
proof of identity when voting, and SQ 
846 would include the requirement in 
the state’s constitution. Adding the 
identification requirement for voting 
to the constitution would make it more 
difficult for the requirement to be 
changed or removed at a later date.
	 Proponents say SQ 846 would 
strengthen Oklahoma’s election integrity 
while opponents have voiced concerns 
about suppressing voter access and 
future restrictions on Oklahoma’s mail-
in ballot process.
	 Be sure to check out our voter 
guide throughout the 2026 election 
cycle for information and all Ag Fund 
endorsements at okfb.news/vote26.

ENDORSED CANDIDATES FOR 
STATEWIDE OFFICE

ENDORSED STATE SENATE 
CANDIDATES

ENDORSED STATE HOUSE 
CANDIDATES

John Pfeiffer

Justin Freeland-Wood

George Phipps

Jessica Winegeart

Crystal Campbell

Jean Hausheer

David Smith

Michael Brittingham

Madison Bolay

Teresa Sterling

Labor Commissioner

SD 21 • Cleveland, Oklahoma, 
Pottawatomie Counties

HD 1 • LeFlore, McCurtain Counties

SD 26 • Blaine, Caddo, Canadian, 
Custer, Kingfisher Counties

HD 9 • Rogers, Tulsa Counties

SD 32 • Comanche County

HD 18 • Coal, Hughes, Okfuskee, 
Pittsburg Counties

HD 19 • Atoka, Bryan, Choctaw, 
Pushmataha Counties

HD 38 • Garfield, Grant, Kay, 
Logan, Noble Counties

HD 91 • Cleveland County

OKFB WLC supports OKC 
Ronald McDonald House

embers of the Oklahoma Farm Bureau Women’s 
Leadership Committee toured the Ronald McDonald 

House in Oklahoma City on Monday, July, 20, to learn about the 
charity and support the house’s efforts.
	 WLC members spent time at the house writing welcome 
letters to the guest families staying there. The WLC also 
presented a $500 donation check and new towels for guests to 
use during their stay.



OKFB kicks off August Area Meeting season in Kellyville
klahoma Farm Bureau’s August Area Meeting season began Thursday, July 30, in Kellyville with the District 9 area meeting 
where nearly 80 OKFB members gathered to discuss issues facing family farmers and ranchers in Oklahoma. 	

	 Members shared concerns and thoughts about private property rights, tax issues, the farm bill, farm labor and other issues 
facing agriculture. The ideas discussed by members will kickstart OKFB’s member-driven grassroots policy development process. 
	 Find the remaining August Area Meetings dates and locations below or on our website at okfb.news/aam26, and make plans  
to attend your nearest meeting.

Remaining OKFB August Area Meeting dates by district

District 1 West – Guymon
Monday, August 24 
Hunny’s BBQ • 103 N Main St

District 3 – El Reno
Monday, August 17 
Redlands College • 1300 S Country Club Rd

District 5 – McAlester
Thursday, August 20
Southeast Expo Center • 4500 West US-270

District 6 – Pryor
Thursday, August 13
Moore Farms Events Barn • 9353 W 500 Rd

District 1 East – Woodward
Monday, August 31 
Red Prairie Steakhouse • 3113 Williams Ave

District 2 – Elk City
Tuesday, August 18 
Simon’s Catch  • 19565 E 1140 Rd

District 8 – Purcell
Thursday, August 27 
McClain Co. Expo Center • 1715 Hardcastle Blvd.

All meetings begin at 6 p.m.

Past August Area Meetings
District 4 • District 7 • District 9
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