
he Oklahoma Farm Bureau 
Women’s Leadership Committee 

recognized  nine OKFB families with the 
2025 District Farm and Ranch Family 
Recognition Awards, at the 2025 OKFB 
Convention in Oklahoma City.
	 A farm and ranch family from each of 
the nine districts was chosen as a winner 
for this year. The program highlights a 
family who upholds the best traditions 
within Oklahoma agriculture and our 
rural communities as they raise food 
and fiber for our citizens throughout our 

OKFB recognizes nine Farm and Ranch Families at 2025 
OKFB Annual Meeting

state and nation. 
	 “Our state’s family farmers and 
ranchers do so much for our state from 
feeding and clothing Oklahomans to 
taking care of our natural resources,” 
said Mignon Bolay, OKFB WLC chair. 
“Our Women’s Leadership Committee is 
proud to recognize these nine farm and 
ranch families and share their stories 
of agricultural excellence and rural 
community involvement.”
	 As part of their recognition, each 
family received a cash award and a 

custom sign to hang at their farm gate. 
Each family was also recognized at the 
2025 OKFB convention with a video 
sharing their agricultural operations  
and heritage. 

District 1 • The Purvine Family District 2 • The Cook Family
District 3 • The Lawson-
Mooneyham Family

District 4 • The Johnston Family District 5 • The Wilson Family District 6 • The Piguet Family

District 7 • The Campbell  Family District 8 • The Odell Family District 9 • The Ullrich Family

Check out the Farm and Ranch 
Family teaser video at  

okfb.news/farmfamilies25.  
To learn more about each Farm 

and Ranch Family visit  
okfb.news/farmfamily25
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klahoma Farm Bureau President 
Stacy Simunek issued the following 

statement in response to news of Tyson 
Foods considering poultry operation 
reductions in eastern Oklahoma and 
Arkansas due to the long-running State 
of Oklahoma v. Tyson Foods,  
Inc, lawsuit.
	 “Oklahoma Farm Bureau members 
are deeply concerned by the recent 
news that Tyson Foods is considering 
reducing the number of farms with 
which they contract in both eastern 
Oklahoma and Arkansas due to the 
decades-long litigation that the state of 
Oklahoma has waged against Arkansas-
based poultry companies over water 
quality in the Illinois River watershed.
	 “Oklahoma’s farmers and ranchers 
are proud stewards of the land who work 
daily to sustainably produce the food 
products that we all rely upon. Farmers 
and poultry growers in the Illinois River 
watershed have worked diligently over 
the last several decades to implement 
voluntary measures to improve water 
quality. Poultry growers are committed 
to following their state-approved 
nutrient management plans, which are 
based on phosphorous limitations, to 
protect water quality. They have also 
collaborated with the USDA Natural 

Resources Conservation Service and the 
Oklahoma Conservation Commission 
to enhance their natural resources 
stewardship efforts.
	 “Reducing the number of poultry 
operations in eastern Oklahoma not 
only punishes farmers who have done 
everything asked of them, and more, to 
improve water quality in the watershed, 
but it also threatens food affordability 
and security for fellow Oklahomans 
and our nation’s residents who are 
already facing rising food costs. Our 

OKFB raises concerns about reduction in poultry farms in 
Oklahoma

Oklahoma State University recognized as top Collegiate 
Farm Bureau chapter

members also have real concerns about 
the negative economic impact any 
reductions will have on communities 
across eastern Oklahoma.
	 “We urge the state of Oklahoma 
to go back to the drawing board to 
reach a reasonable settlement that 
will recognize the decades-long 
environmental stewardship efforts that 
Oklahoma’s agricultural community has 
made while paving the way to a bright 
future for our family farmers, rural 
communities and consumers.”

he Collegiate Farm Bureau chapter 
at Oklahoma State University 

was honored with the Oklahoma Farm 
Bureau Young Farmers and Ranchers 
Moesel Award on Friday, Nov. 7, during 
the organization’s 84th annual meeting 
in Oklahoma City.
	 The Moesel Award recognizes the top 
Collegiate Farm Bureau chapter that 
works to improve their local chapter 
while strengthening the Farm Bureau 
organization.
	 The OSU chapter was active 
throughout the 2024-2025 school 
year, participating in several activities 
around the OSU campus, attending YF&R 
summer conference, hosting industry 
tours, attending American Farm 
Bureau’s FUSION conference and more.



OKFB recognizes County Farm Bureau staff with 2025 
District Administrator of the Year awards

klahoma Farm Bureau 
recently presented its District 

Administrator of the Year awards at the 
organization’s 84th annual meeting Nov. 
7-9 in Oklahoma City.
	 The District Administrator of the 
Year Award is presented to one county 
Farm Bureau administrator from each 
OKFB district for their contributions 
to the overall success of their county 
Farm Bureau organization. County 
administrators conduct the daily 
operations of the county Farm Bureau 
and help meet the needs of members.

District 1

District 2

District 3

District 4 District 7

District 5 District 8

District 6 District 9

April Griffith
Dewey County

Tillman County

Kingfisher County

Stephens County Woods County

Haskell County Pottawatomie County

Cherokee County Payne County

Frances Rammage

Samantha Dowell

Stephanie Brown Katie Perks

Melissa Edwards Carolyn Taron

Pam Smith Taylor Benson

Payne County honored as top county YF&R program

he Payne County Young Farmers 
and Ranchers Committee was 

honored with the 2025 Oklahoma 
Farm Bureau YF&R Charles L. Roff 
Award on Saturday, Nov. 8, during the 
organization’s 84th annual meeting in 
Oklahoma City.
	 Presented to the state’s top county 
YF&R committee, the Charles L. Roff 
Award encourages YF&R members 
to improve their local committees 
while strengthening the Farm Bureau 
organization.
	 “Winning this award is really exciting 
because we host five major programs 
in our county each year,” said Payne 
County Farm Bureau YF&R vice-

chairman Austin Jackson. “We are super 
busy all year, and it’s just really fun that 
we get to hone in on giving back to youth 
in our community; that’s really what our 
goal is. Winning this award really shows 
that our hard work is paying off, what 
we’re doing for youth in our community 
is paying off, and that we are giving back 
to Farm Bureau and Payne County.”
	 The Payne County YF&R committee 
hosted a number of events in 2025, 
including a bucket calf show for children 
ages 5-12 to show a calf at the Payne 
County Fair after months of record-
keeping and journaling their progress 
over the summer. The YF&R committee 
also developed the Heart of Payne 

County Bucket Calf Buddies program 
held in conjunction with the bucket calf 
show, where Payne County students with 
special needs are paired with bucket calf 
participants to have the opportunity to 
experience showing an animal.
	 The committee also coordinated an 
elder tree to provide gifts to elderly 
Payne County residents around the 
holidays, hosted an annual cattle 
showmanship clinic for 4-H and FFA 
students, assisted with Payne County 
Farm Bureau’s block party and more.
	 The county received a traveling 
plaque in recognition of their 
outstanding committee involvement.



OKFB names Saunders economic development special 
programs manager

klahoma Farm Bureau has added a new employee to the organization’s 
economic development division to bolster the organization’s rural business 

development efforts.
	 Garrett Saunders will serve as the economic development special programs 
manager working with OKFB’s Oklahoma Grassroots Rural and Ag Business 
Accelerators Program.
	 Saunders joined OKFB in early November, and he will work with rural business 
owners and innovators across the eastern part of the state.
	 In his new position, Saunders will provide technical assistance, coaching and 
networking for rural Oklahoma innovators. He will work to connect entrepreneurs 
with Oklahoma-based business resources while also promoting the accelerators 
program throughout the state.
	 “I’m excited to join the economic development team and see how I can play a role 
in further connecting rural Oklahomans growing small businesses in a place that 
matters,” Saunders said.
	 A native of Binger, Saunders grew up heavily involved in FFA serving as the 
southwest area vice president from 2016 through 2017. He earned his bachelor’s 
degree in agricultural education at Oklahoma State University.
	 Saunders joins OKFB from Herc Rentals with a background in business 
operations. He also served as an agriculture educator at Moore and Sentinel  
High Schools. Garrett Saunders
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