
klahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt joined 
more than 200 poultry producers 

Tuesday, Dec. 16, at the Double R&P Grill 
in Adair County to visit with them about 
possible solutions to the ongoing State of 
Oklahoma v. Tyson Foods, Inc. lawsuit.
	 Stitt’s comments were focused on 
solutions to help poultry growers after 
a recent announcement by Tyson Foods 
that the poultry company plans to 
reduce poultry operations in the Illinois 
River watershed in light of the state 
of Oklahoma’s proposed settlement, 
written by Oklahoma Attorney General 
Gentner Drummond.
	 The move by Tyson comes after 
Drummond asked the judge in the case 
to fine the poultry companies, who 
were deemed liable for high levels 
of phosphorous in the Illinois River, 

Poultry producers call on Stitt to battle reduction of 
Oklahoma poultry operations during Adair County town hall

hundreds of millions of dollars in 
retribution for their actions.
	 During the meeting, Gov. Stitt, 
members of his cabinet, and several 
elected officials heard stories from 
poultry producers as they shared the 
wide-reaching impact that the reduction 
of poultry operations would have on 
their families and livelihoods.
	 Stitt assured attendees that he made 
his administration’s stance on the 
issue clear with Drummond from the 
beginning.
	 “I sent a formal letter to the 
attorney general urging for a common-
sense settlement that protects our 
environment and our Oklahoma food 
producers,” he said.
	 Stitt said he believes the parties can 
find a solution that benefits the interests 

of both sides.
	 “This isn’t an either/or,” he said. 
“We can protect our water, and we can 
protect our family farms.”
	 In a direct address to the media 
present during the event, Stitt explained 
how poultry producers diligently 
follow their state-approved nutrient 
management plans to manage the 
disposal of poultry litter.
	 “Every single person that you guys 
are seeing, they have permits,” Stitt 
said. “They go through all the trouble to 
follow those permits, because there are 
fines. If they don’t follow the permit, if 
they don’t apply the fertilizer accurately 
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and according to the permit, then they 
are going to be fined for that.”
	 Stitt also echoed poultry producers’ 
concerns about Drummond’s proposal to 
end the spreading of poultry litter in the 
watershed entirely.
	 “(Drummond) wants to ban all 
poultry litter application in eastern 
Oklahoma,” Stitt said. “Anybody with 
common sense knows that’s going to 
destroy not only farming in eastern 
Oklahoma, but hay farmers, cattle 

farmers, everything.”
	 In addition to the blow to the state’s 
poultry industry that would come from 
a reduction in operations, Stitt also 
expressed his concern for the effect it 
would have on local government and 
local school districts when a large 
portion of the ad valorem tax base would 
essentially be removed.
	 Attendees urged Stitt and state 
leaders to work on behalf of poultry 
producers in the watershed to find 

a solution to the state’s lawsuit and 
settlement that protects family farmers 
and ensures a bright future for all 
Oklahomans.
	 Stitt offered a note of encouragement 
to the producers in the room, urging 
them to continue speaking up and 
advocating for their industry.
	 “We want you to know that we’re 
with you,” Stitt said. “The Stitt 
administration is with you. So, don’t be 
afraid, and let’s keep speaking up.”

teve Shaw of OETA was presented 
with the Oklahoma Farm Bureau 

Journalist of the Year award on 
Saturday, Nov. 8, at the organization’s 
84th annual meeting in Oklahoma City.
	 The award honors a journalist for 
their contributions through accurate 
and regular reports about Farm Bureau 
news, agricultural issues and the 
importance of these issues to Oklahoma 
and the nation.
	 Shaw has shown a commitment to 
covering Oklahoma’s family farmers and 
ranchers, agricultural issues and rural 
views for OETA’s statewide Oklahoma 
News Report audience. He produced 
numerous stories featuring agriculture 
throughout the year, including stories on 
Farm Bureau members and events.

Shaw named OKFB 
Journalist of the 
Year

Noble County WLC engages in 
community activity, makes donations  
to local food pantry

Poultry article, cont...

he Noble County Women’s 
Leadership Committee recently 

made a donation to the Perry Food 
Pantry, participated in “Realty Check” 
with local students and placed a Ronald 
McDonald House tab receptacle at the 
Noble County Farm Bureau office. 
	 The monetary donation made to the 
Perry Food Bank helped families during 
the recent government shutdown. 
	 WLC members participated in the 

“Reality Check” exercise with Frontier 
and Perry high schools. The exercise 
poses real-life scenarios to students  
with make believe families and incomes 
to budget for.
	 The Noble County WLC also placed 
a Ronald McDonald tab receptacle in 
the Noble County Farm Bureau office 
to collect soda can pull tabs to help 
families with housing needs while family 
members are in the hospital.



Mark your calendars with OKFB’s upcoming 2026 events 
and programs
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e sure to make plans to attend Oklahoma Farm Bureau events and programs throughout 2026. Below you will find dates 
of many of our planned events, but be sure to check out our website for more event dates and details. Keep an eye out on 

OKFB’s social media platforms for more dates, details and information.

Find more information about 
upcoming events at  
okfb.news/calendar.

OKFB hosts booth during the 2025 Tulsa Farm Show

klahoma Farm Bureau shared the numerous programs, activities and events of the statewide organization with attendees 
of the Tulsa Farm Show Dec. 11-13 at the SageNet Center at Expo Square.

	 OKFB hosted a booth manned by OKFB staff members and insurance agents from around the Tulsa area. Staff and agents 
shared the benefits of a Farm Bureau membership, discussed the organization’s programs and promoted OKFB Insurance 
products and services with attendees.
OKFB President Stacy Simunek was interviewed by Ron Hays during the show about the work Farm Bureau does to represent 
agriculture and rural Oklahoma.
	 OKFB also sponsored the show, which brings together agriculturalists from around the region who visit numerous vendor 
booths, attend workshops and connect with fellow farmers and ranchers from around the state.



ayne County Farm Bureau recently 
taught the program “Deadly & 

Delicious ,” which was based on a 
similar program created by OKFB Safety 
Services.
	 The program shows students everyday 
household items that look identical. 
One of the two items is a poison, which 
shouldn’t be consumed, and the other 
is safe for consumption. Examples used 
included showing students Windex 
compared to blue Powerade or rubbing 
alcohol versus water. 
	 Students were invited to look at the 

jars and guess which substance was the 
poison and which was safe. 
	 The program was presented to 
Highland Park Elementary School 
second-grade students, which Payne 
County Farm Bureau recently “adopted” 
to provide a variety of programs and 
activities for the classes. 
	 The program allowed Payne County 
Farm Bureau members with an 
opportunity to have a safe and healthy 
conversation about using critical 
thinking skills to help keep students safe 
in and around their own homes.
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Oklahoma County 
makes $10,000 
donation to Regional 
Food Bank of 
Oklahoma

klahoma County Farm Bureau 
presented a $10,000 donation to 

the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma 
Dec. 17 during their holiday match drive. 
	 The $10,000 donation will provide 
60,000 meals for underserved 
Oklahomans.

Pictured from (L to R) Oklahoma County 
Farm Bureau President Bruce Wilson, 
Andrew Shepherd of the Regional Food 
Bank of Oklahoma and Oklahoma County 
Administrator Stephanie Visina.

Payne County Farm Bureau hosts safety 
event with local elementary school


