
klahoma Farm Bureau hosted 
U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency Administrator Lee Zeldin for 
a roundtable forum with Oklahoma 
farmers and ranchers to discuss the 
agency’s work that affects production 
agriculture Saturday, May 30, at Pfeiffer 
Angus Farm near Mulhall.
	 The discussion was moderated by 
OKFB President Stacy Simunek with 
more than 60 Farm Bureau members, 
guests and dignitaries attending.
	 OKFB members had the chance 
to ask Zeldin about a variety of 
topics that impact their day-to-day 
agricultural operations and rural 
communities including diesel exhaust 
fluid regulations, the clean air and 
clean water acts, right to repair, 
environmental permitting and more.
	 Zeldin shared the progress the Trump 
administration has made in reworking 
diesel exhaust fluid, or DEF, regulations 
to help ensure that emissions systems do 
not shut down or limit farm equipment 
during critically important times of the 
growing seasons.

EPA Administrator Zeldin visits with Oklahoma farmers and 
ranchers during on-farm roundtable

	 “You can see you are inside of a room 
filled with men and women who feel 
very passionately about all the flaws of 
the diesel exhaust fluid system,” Zeldin 
said. “And when a tractor goes down in 
the middle of a harvest, it results in lost 
time and lost money, great frustration 
and a lot of these farmers are working to 
survive – working very hard to survive 
on extremely low margins.
	 “We have heard the calls loud and 
clear from across the country, including 
right here in Oklahoma. EPA will state 
it privately, we will state it publicly: it is 
our full intention, desire, intent to do the 
maximum amount possible, pursuant to 
the law.”
	 Zeldin also told the crowd that an 
amendment to the farm bill that recently 
passed the U.S. House of Representatives 
includes language that would re-work 
diesel exhaust fluid requirements for 
farm equipment. The bill now awaits 
action by the U.S. Senate.
	 “For Administrator Zeldin to come 
to us and get information right from 
the core of ag – what an opportunity for 

both of us,” said OKFB President Stacy 
Simunek. “It was an opportunity for 
both agriculture and for the EPA. If you 
want to get something right, come to the 
source. And that’s where he was today: 
at the source.”
	 The forum also featured Congressman 
Frank Lucas, U.S. Sen. Alan Armstrong 
and EPA Regional Administrator for 
District Six Scott Mason, each of whom 
shared comments with the group.
	 Other special guests in attendance 
included Oklahoma Secretary of 
Agriculture Blayne Arthur, Oklahoma 
DEQ Executive Director Rob Singletary, 
USDA FSA State Director Eddie Fields, 
USDA State Rural Development State 
Director Zac Swartz and Oklahoma 
Conservation Commission Executive 
Director Tray Lam.
	 During his time in Oklahoma, 
Zeldin also toured EPA cleanup sites in 
Oklahoma City, met with Gov. Kevin Stitt 
and Rep. Stephanie Bice, and spoke to a 
group at the Hamm Institute alongside 
Secretary of Energy Chris Wright and 
Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins.
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OKFB hosts 24 high school seniors for annual Oklahoma 
Youth Leading Agriculture conference 

klahoma Farm Bureau hosted its 
largest-ever class of Oklahoma 

Youth Leading Agriculture conference 
attendees as incoming high school 
seniors from across the state gathered in 
Oklahoma City for a week of fun on 
May 26-29. 
	 Twenty-four students met in 
Oklahoma City to develop their 
leadership skills, learn about Oklahoma 
agriculture and grow as a group. 
	 After the opening session at the 
OKFB home office on Tuesday, May 26, 
the group traveled to the University of 
Central Oklahoma ropes course at Lake 
Arcadia where students learned to lean 
on one another and take ownership 
of their own shortcomings, all while 
maintaining positive mindsets. After 
dinner at Ted’s filled with impactful 
conversation, the group tackled escape 
rooms, which taught participants to 
work with others under pressure to 
complete tasks. 
	 On Wednesday morning, the group 
learned about servant leadership and 
teamwork as students nominated two 
servant leaders who guided the group 
through a blindfolded obstacle course, 

learning trust without direct orders. 
	 Lunch was held at the Oklahoma 
National Stockyards, where students 
walked the catwalk and learned about its 
history and operating processes. 
	 The vans then headed to two of the 
students’ favorite stops: the Oklahoma 
City Zoo and Slick City Slide Park. The 
afternoon consisted of feeding tortoises, 
laughter, Dip’N Dots and some much-
needed safety mats. They rounded off 
the night packaging more than 11,000 
cans for the Regional Food Bank of 
Oklahoma as they acquired community 
service hours to build their resumes. 
	 On Thursday the 28th, attendees 
loaded up early to drive to Oklahoma 
State University’s campus for a 
scavenger hunt and tour. The group 
then made a short drive to the Coyle 
area to tour Whitmore Farms. Students 
heard from OKFB staff member Justin 
Whitmore and his father about their 
farm’s start and the growth they have 
experienced. From asparagus and 
fresh strawberries to eggs, Whitmore 
Farms was an eye-opening family food 
production and farm sales business. 
	 Upon returning to the city, featured 

topics of discussion included Ag in 
the Classroom presented by the OKFB 
Women’s Leadership Committee, the 
OKFB High School Discussion Meet 
contest and a new contest coming to 
Oklahoma FFA called “Pitch the Plains,” 
before heading to Top Golf for an 
evening of fun. 
	 The conference concluded Friday  
with a tour of the Oklahoma State 
Capitol, featuring a steep climb to the 
dome after listening to a policy update 
from OKFB staff members Gage Milliman 
and Megan Knight. Students had 
headshot photos taken before lunch  
and the closing session.   
	 The conference introduced students 
to the OKFB mission of supporting 
Oklahoma agriculture by investing in 
the next generation of agriculturalists 
through educational tours, impactful 
speakers and policy status updates. 
	 Many students said they felt more 
capable of becoming the voice of 
Oklahoma agriculture thanks to the tools 
and lessons they learned at this event. 
The future of the farm is in safe hands 
with today’s Oklahoma Youth Leading 
Agriculture members.



OKFB issues 
statement on 
discovery of New 
World screwworm 
in Texas

OKFB WLC members attend ACE 
Summit in Washington, D.C.

Leopold Conservation Award 
applications due July 10

klahoma Farm Bureau President 
Stacy Simunek issued the 

following statement after the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Animal 
and Plant Health Inspection Service 
confirmed the presence of New World 
screwworm in a bovine in Zavala 
County, Texas, on June 3. 

	 “With today’s news of the first 
case of New World screwworm in 
the United States in decades, this 
is a time for farmers, ranchers and 
our entire agriculture community to 
work together to ensue this pest is 
contained and eliminated as quickly 
as possible.
	 “We urge agricultural producers 
around our state to learn what an 
NWS instance on their farm or ranch 
would look like as we step up our 
vigilance as an industry to make sure 
we can mitigate the spread. We know 
that a proactive approach will help 
ease the market volatility that we now 
expect with the discovery of NWS in 
our country.
	 “We also want consumers to 
know that NWS does not present a 
food safety concern, and that USDA 
continues to not only monitor the 
active NWS situation, but also conduct 
ongoing, regular food inspections to 
make sure our food supply is safe.
	 “We thank USDA and Secretary 
Rollins’ proactive work over the 
last year to prepare for what we 
feared was the inevitable arrival 
of NWS on U.S. soil, and we ask the 
Trump administration to continue 
prioritizing our nation’s NWS 
monitoring and response to ensure 
this pest is contained and eliminated 
as quickly as possible.”

hree members of the Oklahoma 
Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership 

Committee attended the International 
Year of the Farm Woman Advocate, 
Cultivate, Empower – or ACE –Summit 
June 1-3 in Washington, D.C.
	 State WLC members Mignon Bolay, 
Cyndi Mackey and Jacey Fye gathered 
with 500 fellow women farmers, 
ranchers and agribusiness professionals 
from around the nation as they 
developed their leadership and advocacy 
skills while networking with fellow 
women in agriculture.
	 The event kicked off Monday with a 
welcome session and reception. Tuesday 
featured a full day of dynamic breakout 
sessions, leadership labs, agricultural 
issues updates and networking 

opportunities. Wednesday wrapped 
up the event with a day on Capitol 
Hill where WLC members met with 
Oklahoma’s congressional delegation 
and their staff including visits with Sen. 
Alan Armstrong, Rep. Josh Brecheen and 
Rep. Kevin Hern.
	 “It was inspiring to hear the results 
of the Women in Agriculture Study and 
the powerful impact women are making 
throughout the agricultural industry,” 
said Mignon Bolay, OKFB WLC chairman. 
“Women play a vital role in agriculture 
at the local, state, national and global 
levels, and I’m proud to represent 
the Oklahoma Farm Bureau Women’s 
Leadership Committee as we continue to 
advocate for and support the future  
of agriculture.”

pplications for the Sand County Foundation’s Oklahoma Leopold Conservation 
Award are due July 10. The award recognizes exceptional dedication to 

agricultural conservation practices, and is sponsored by a wide array of Oklahoma 
agriculture organizations including our OKFB Foundation for Agriculture. 

SandCountyFoundation.org/applylca
Find the application and all the details online at



Don’t forget to vote June 16 for candidates, NO on SQ 832

okfb.news/vote26
NO on SQ 832

View our online voter guide with 
candidates endorsed by the OKFB  

Ag Fund and information on SQ 832:

OKFB also asks voters to vote

Learn more: okfarmbureau.org/sq832

John Pfeiffer* – Labor Commissioner

Brad Boles – Corporation Commissioner

Ally Seifried – SD 2

Tom Woods* – SD 4

David Bullard – SD 6

Bill Coleman* – SD 10

Todd Gollihare – SD 12

Chuck Hall – SD 20

Tammi Didlot* – SD 24

Jessica Winegeart* – SD 26

Grant Green* – SD 28

John Haste – SD 36

Brenda Stanley – SD 42

Rusty Cornwell – HD 6

Crystal Campbell* – HD 9

Judd Strom – HD 10

John Kane – HD 11

Chris Sneed – HD 14

Jonathan Wilks – HD 20

Danny Sterling* – HD 27

Kyle Hilbert* – HD 29

Collin Duel* – HD 31

Dillon Travis* – HD 35

John George – HD 36

Madison Bolay* – HD 38

Torry Turnbow – HD 40

Cindy Roe* – HD 42

Alexander Torvi – HD 54

Mike Kelley – HD 60

Trey Caldwell – HD 63

Sam Mitchell* – HD 65

David Hardin* – HD 86

Preston Stinson* – HD 96

Statewide races

Oklahoma Senate

Oklahoma House

Endorsed candidates with an asterisk (*) by their name also received financial 
support from the OKFB Ag Fund.

OKFB Ag Fund endorsed candidatesklahomans will head to the polls 
Tuesday, June 16, to vote in 

Oklahoma’s 2026 primary election.
	 The election will feature a slate of 
candidates running for political office 
along with a single state question, SQ 
832, appearing on the ballot.
	 OKFB asks Oklahomans to vote NO 
on SQ 832, which would raise the state’s 
minimum wage, eventually tying it to the 
federal CPI-W price index for automatic 
increases. SQ 832 also removes 
agricultural exemptions for overtime 
pay and youth worker pay.
	 Candidates running for statewide 
and legislative races who have been 
endorsed by the Oklahoma Ag Fund 
political action committee are shown  
at right. 
	 Please note: Sen. John Haste of SD 
36 was added to the list of endorsed 
candidates after the deadline had passed 
for the previous Perspective issue.
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