
he Oklahoma Farm Bureau Young 
Farmers and Ranchers raised 

$13,000 to support the activities of 
the OKFB Foundation for Agriculture 
through the committee’s annual shotgun 
shoot fundraiser held at Silverleaf 
Shotgun Sports near Guthrie Friday, 
Aug. 21.
	 More than 200 shooters spanning 
57 registered teams participated in the 
annual event, which featured a sporting 
clays-style shoot across two unique 
courses that tested the competitors’ 
skills at hitting targets in situations that 
mimic real-life hunting scenarios.
	 Prizes were awarded to both teams 
and individual shooters across open, 
collegiate and youth divisions.
	 The top teams in the competition’s 
three divisions were:

OKFB YF&R committee raises $13,000 for foundation at 
annual shotgun shoot fundraiser in Guthrie

Open Division
First place: Bird Dog Pluming
Second place: Grady Co Farm Bureau
Third place: 5S Clay Sports

Collegiate Division
First place: Murray State College
Second place: Redskins
Third place: Redlands Community 
College

Youth Division
First place: Farm Credit of  
Western Oklahoma
Second Place: Pontotoc County  
Farm Bureau 
Third Place: Vici FFA

	 The top individual shooters were also 
recognized in the three divisions, which 
were Luke Mohr in the open division, 
Hunter Miller in the collegiate division 
and Dason Harmon in the youth division.

	 The event was sponsored by 
numerous companies, individuals and 
county Farm Bureaus. Title sponsors 
for the event included Beck’s Farm 
Equipment, RB Global/IAA, Farm Credit 
of Western Oklahoma, VonTungeln 
Farms, OKFB Insurance, Tulsa County 
Farm Bureau, Rogers County Farm 
Bureau, Payne County Farm Bureau, 
Pottawatomie County Farm Bureau, 
Pontotoc County Farm Bureau and 
Oklahoma County Farm Bureau.
	 The funds raised during the shotgun 
shoot will support the work of the OKFB 
Foundation for Agriculture, which 
promotes agricultural literacy and 
awareness in addition to supporting 
Oklahoma’s agriculture community 
through numerous program, grants  
and projects.

First Place Team – Open
Bird Dog Plumbing

First Place Team – Collegiate
Murray State College

First Place Team – Youth
Farm Credit of Western Oklahoma
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OKFB issues statement voicing disappointment with 
Trump’s plans for additional beef imports

AFBF analyzes potential Trump beef import impacts

	 “President Trump’s decision to allow 
more than 660 million pounds of beef 
into our country over the next 90 days 
threatens the viability of family farms 
and ranches in Oklahoma and all across 
our nation.
	 “Injecting a glut of foreign-raised beef 
into our American food supply will only 
undermine our U.S. cattle producers who 
are currently dealing with record-high 
input prices, a historically small national 
cattle herd that makes purchasing 

Oklahoma Farm Bureau President Stacy Simunek released the following statement after President Donald Trump announced 
plans on Friday, Aug. 21, to import up to 300,000 metric tons of ground beef that would be free from certain tariffs during a 90-
day period:

breeding cattle to grow their operations 
drastically more expensive, and in many 
places a lack of adequate grazing for 
the animals we already do have due 
to ongoing drought across much of 
Oklahoma and the United States.
	 “With all these pressures placed upon 
our American beef producers, allowing 
foreign beef products to essentially 
walk in our country’s front door and 
onto grocery store shelves threatens 
one of the few bright spots we have in 

agriculture: the prices we currently 
receive when we sell our beef cattle even 
as the cost of raising cattle increases.
	 “OKFB members understand the 
pressure facing consumers as they pay 
increasing prices at the grocery store 
because farmers and ranchers are right 
there beside them paying those prices. 
However, we must ensure we are not 
sacrificing the stability and longevity of 
our domestic beef supply while chasing 
short-term price relief.”

resident Trump’s plan to facilitate 
record imports of beef will have 

a significant impact on farmers and 
ranchers who are rebuilding their herds 
devastated by drought, according to 
American Farm Bureau economists. 
	 AFBF analyzed the potential 
consequences of increased imports 
in the latest Farm Bureau Intel. AFBF 
President Zippy Duvall also sent a 
letter to President Trump urging him to 
reconsider his plan to flood the market 
with foreign beef.
 	 Trump announced last week that he 
plans to import up to 300,000 metric 
tons of beef over a 90-day period in an 
attempt to ease record-high ground  
beef prices. 
	 But the timing could work against 
ranchers who are deciding whether 
to expand their herds. It is estimated 
that 70% of spring-born calves are sold 
between September and November, 
which fall within the increased import 
window. A glut of foreign-raised beef 

could drive down prices paid to ranchers 
at a time when critical farm business 
decisions are made.
 	 Falling prices paid to farmers would 
be the latest blow to a sector that just 
recently began a fragile recovery. 
	 “The reason for the historically 
small beef cow herd is multifaceted,” 
AFBF economists wrote. “First, drought 
conditions across much of the United 
States has forced ranchers to liquidate 
cattle or put cattle on feed because of 
the lack of homegrown forage. Second, 
according to USDA’s Economic Research 
Service’s cost and return data, input 
costs for cow-calf producers, i.e., 
ranchers who maintain a herd of beef 
cows for breeding purposes, reached a 
record high of $1,762 per head in 2025. 
	 “Nearly every line item for cow-calf 
operators is more expensive today than 
ever before. Since 2020, prior to the 
most recent inflationary environment, 
production costs are up more than $400 
per head, or nearly 30%.”

 	 In his letter to President Trump,  
Duvall wrote, “A key tenant of your 
reelection campaign was affordability, 
including the costs of essentials like 
groceries and gas. 
	 “Bringing down the price of cattle 
will not bring the price of beef down 
for American families. Instead, it 
will discourage American farmers 
and ranchers from making long-
term investments in herd rebuilding, 
extending the cycle of tight cattle 
supplies, high production costs and 
elevated beef prices for consumers. 
	 “To put it simply, allowing 300,000 
metric tons – equivalent to more than 
660 million pounds– of foreign beef 
into the United States at a 25% discount 
‘below market prices’ will undermine 
America’s ranchers who work tirelessly 
to grow food for American families.”
 	 America currently has the lowest beef 
cow inventory in more than 50 years.

okfb.news/beefintel8-26
Read the full Market Intel online:



Helbach joins OKFB staff as digital content coordinator

OKFB wraps up successful August Area Meeting season 

klahoma Farm Bureau recently 
welcomed Abby Helbach to the 

OKFB communications department 
as the organization’s digital content 
coordinator. 
	 In her role, Helbach will manage OKFB 
social media, maintain the organization’s 
website and email marketing efforts, and 
create content that shares the stories 
of Oklahoma farmers and ranchers. 
Additionally, she will provide support 
for other communications projects 
including photography, news articles 
and design work.
	 Originally from central Wisconsin, 
Helbach grew up on her family’s cash-
crop farm, where her passion for 
agriculture first began. She was active 
in 4-H and FFA growing up and showed 
livestock competitively. 

	 “Agriculture has been a significant 
part of my life for as long as I can 
remember, and I’m excited to join 
an organization that supports and 
advocates for the rural way of life,” 
Helbach said. “I’m looking forward 
to connecting with OKFB members 
and continuing to learn more about 
Oklahoma agriculture.” 
	 Helbach is a graduate of Oklahoma 
State University where she earned 
bachelor’s degrees in agricultural 
communications and animal science. 	
	 Prior to joining OKFB, she worked 
as a digital and media specialist for 
QuickDraw Creative, an agriculture 
marketing agency, where her work 
included social media, website design 
and email marketing for a variety of 
agricultural clients.  

klahoma Farm Bureau members 
have begun the journey to develop 

the organization’s 2027 grassroots 
policy through a series of 11 August Area 
Meetings held around the state.
	 The organization’s 2026 area meeting 
season ran from July 31 to Aug. 31 with 
more than 650 members gathering at 
locations across the state ranging from 
packed restaurants to fairgrounds 
buildings and from community college 
rooms to event venues.
	 Several topics were discussed by 
members across the entire series of 
meetings including water issues, data 
centers, renewable energy facilities, 
the 2026 election cycle and new world 
screwworm.
	 Members had the opportunity to 
share how these topics and other issues 
were affecting their farms, ranches and 
local communities. Public policy staff 
shared the latest information from the 
state Capitol, Washington, D.C., and 
from regulatory agencies to help inform 
members as they take the next steps in 
developing official OKFB policy.
	 Local Farm Bureau members will now 
craft written resolutions to submit at 
their county Farm Bureau resolutions 
meetings to be considered to send along 
to the state resolutions committee, 
which will meet to discuss the grassroots 
ideas Oct. 20-21 in Oklahoma City.
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See your county Farm Bureau convention committee 
assignments; state resolutions registration due Sept. 15

he county Farm Bureaus listed 
below will serve on one of three 

member-led committees at the 2026 
Oklahoma Farm Bureau convention Nov. 
6-8 in Oklahoma City. 
	 The county assignments rotate 
each year following a long-standing, 
pre-determined rotation. One county 
from each district will serve on the 
credentials and financials committees, 
and several counties from each district 
will serve on the resolutions committee.

	 County Farm Bureaus serving on the 
resolutions committee will also select 
one member each to serve as a delegate 
to OKFB’s state resolutions committee 
meeting, which prepares policy for 
consideration at OKFB’s annual meeting. 
	 The OKFB state resolutions 
committee meeting will be held Tuesday, 
Oct. 20 and Wednesday, Oct. 21 at 
the Oklahoma City Embassy Suites 
Downtown Medical Center. 
	 County Farm Bureaus serving on 

resolutions committee must register 
their selected delegate for the state 
resolutions committee meeting by 
Tuesday, Sept. 15. A link to the online 
registration form has been emailed to 
applicable county Farm Bureaus.
	 For questions about the state 
resolutions meeting, contact the OKFB 
public policy department at (405) 523-
2300. For questions about the financials 
or credentials committee, contact 
Brittney Krag at (405) 523-2300.

All committee assignments are listed alphabetically
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